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1 . ACHILLES TATIUS.  De Clitophontis & Leucippes amorib[us] libri VIII. (Tr. L. 
Annibale della Croce). Basel: J. Herwagen, 1554.      SOLD 
 

8vo, [6], 221 pp. Printer's device on title; italic type; ornamental initials.  Modern 
half vellum; light toning throughout, repairs in gutter of title-page. 
 

First complete edition in any language of Leucippe and Clitophon, one of the only 
five surviving complete ancient Greek novels. The author, Achilles Tatius, a 
Greek from Alexandria of uncertain date, but commonly placed in the 2nd-
century AD, is known primarily for this novel in eight books, considered one of 
the best Greek love romances. 

 

The text consists of the Latin translation by the 
Milanese humanist Luigi Annibale della Croce 
(1509-1577), who ten years earlier had already 
published a partial translation from an evidently 
fragmentary manuscript in which neither the title 
nor its author was named: the title of that partial 
edition (Lyon 1544), consisting of only the last four 
books, simply states, "A Fragment of a Love 
Story, Translated from Greek into Latin" 
(Narrationis amatoriae fragmentum e Graeco in 
Latinum conversum). It was not until ten years later 
that Della Croce had access to a complete 
manuscript, newly discovered in Rome, naming 
the author and the title, thus enabling him to 
publish the present edition of his translation 
of the entire eight books of the novel. The 
original Greek text did not appear until 1601 in 
Heidelberg (Brunet I, 36-37). 
 

Della Croce's Latin version exerted a marked 
influence on Elizabethan literature, being 

reprinted in Cambridge (1589: STC 89), and serving as the direct basis for the 1597 
English translation of William Burton's The most delectable and pleasaunt history of 
Clitophon and Leucippe (STC 90). The romance tells of the adventures of a young 
man and woman who fall in love at first sight, elope, and are separated by 
dangers which propel them around the Mediterranean until they are reunited 
and can marry. The novel's motifs of mistaken identities, misconceptions, 
coincidences, etc., were to become literary commonplaces in English literature at 
the end of the sixteenth century (as evidenced, e.g., in Shakespeare's The Comedy 
of Errors and Twelfth Night). 
 

NB: The present copy contains two additional unnumbered final leaves 
containing errata; I have found no other copy containing these two extra leaves 
in any of the references at my disposal (including OCLC and those listed below). 
The second of these two additional leaves is in poor condition, with several 
repairs. 
 

§ VD16, A97; Brunet I, 37; Hoffmann I, 3; Adams A-108. 
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2 . AESCHYLUS. [Greek] Αἰσχύλου τραγωδιάι Ζ ... σχολία εἰς τὰς αὐτὰς 
τραγωδίας. Aeschyli Tragoediae VII. (Ed. P. Vettori & H. Estienne). [Geneva]: 
Henri Estienne, 1557.                    SOLD 
 

4to (leaf size: 244 x 170 mm), [4] leaves, 397 (numbered 395: with 2 unnumbered 
pages [fol. n2] between pp. 138 and 139) pp., [1] blank leaf. Greek type; Estienne 
device [Schreiber 15] on title.  18th-century white calf, double gilt fillet round 
sides, brown morocco label on spine titled in gilt; all edges gilt; copy ruled in red 
throughout; on the front paste-down is the engraved armorial bookplate of 
Robert Shafto, Esq., of Benwell; on the rear paste-down is the engraved armorial 
bookplate of William Adair, Esq.; old, unobtrusive ownership signature on title; 
binding somewhat soiled; overall a fine, wide-margined copy. 

 

First complete edition of the tragedies of the 
first dramatist of Western civilization. This 
edition is important for including the editio 
princeps of Agamemnon, the greatest 
Aeschylean tragedy, and one of the greatest 
masterpieces of Western dramatic literature. 

The three previous editions (the Aldine of 
1518, and Robortello's and Turnèbe's editions 
of 1552) had all been based on a manuscript 
tradition exhibiting a lacuna of more than 
two-thirds of Agamemnon. The eminent 
Florentine humanist Piero Vettori restored 
the 1275 missing verses of Agamemnon from 
the 14th-century Laurentian codex F. Vettori, 
for the first time, carefully distinguishes 
Agamemnon from the next play, the Choephori, 
unlike all previous editors, who had 
combined the two plays into one tragedy. 

Henri Estienne further corrected Vettori's 
text, and contributes 40 pages of very 
important textual comments. 
 

The book is handsomely printed in two sizes of "grecs du roi,” a duplicate set of 
which Robert Estienne had taken with him when he left the French capital to 
seek refuge in Geneva (see Armstrong, Robert Estienne, p. 222). 
 

A handsome, fresh, wide-margined copy, ruled in red throughout, and 
exhibiting none of the typical browning commonly present in this edition, and 
endemic of Estienne editions printed in Geneva. This copy belonged to Robert 
Shafto, M.P. (1732-1797), a.k.a. "Bonnie Bobby Shafto," who was celebrated in a 
popular ballad of this title. 
 

§ Renouard 116: 15; Hoffmann I, 34-35; Schreiber 145; J. A. Gruys, The Early Printed 
Editions of Aeschylus, II. 6 (pp. 77-96). 
 
 
 



E.K. Schreiber. New York, NY 10024. (212) 873-3180 ekslibris@me.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 4 

3 . ARETIUS, Benedictus.  Commentarii in Epistolas D. Pauli ad Philippenses, 
Colossenses, & in utramque ad Thessal. facili et perspicua methodo conscripti, a D. 
Benedicto Aretio Bernensi Theologo. Morges: J. Le Preux, 1580.                $1 ,250                  

 
 

8vo, [8], 300 pp., [2] blank leaves; title within a woodcut architectonic border, 
featuring in the upper panel an anthropomorphic army of bears advancing in 
attack; on title verso is a full-page woodcut portrait of the author. Modern brown 
calf, single blind fillet round sides, four raised bands on spine. 
 

 

FIRST EDITION of the commentaries on Paul's 
Epistles to the Philippians, Colossians, and 
Thessalonians by the eminent Calvinist 
theologian and botanist Benedictus Aretius 
(1505–1574), who published commentaries on 
the various books of the N.T., of which the 
present first edition was issued posthumously. 
Aretius was a many-sided scholar who had a 
reputation as a botanist, in which capacity he 
published an important treatise on the plants 
growing on the Alps, of which he discovered 
and described forty of great rarity. An 
accomplished Hellenist he published an 
important commentary on Pindar (issued 
posthumously in 1587). 
 

The printer Jean Le Preux was first active in 
Paris, and fled to Lausanne c. 1563 because of 
religious persecution; he established printing 
establishments in Geneva and Morges. His 
earliest Morges publications are dated 1580, in 

which year he printed the present work, along with Aretius’ commentaries on 
the Gospels and his Problemata theologica. 
 

A very rare first edition of which the only copy in an American collection 
appears to be that at the New York Union Theological Seminary. 
 

§ Adams A-1607. 
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4 . BUONARROTI, Michelangelo, the younger.  Il giudizio di Paride favola … 
rappresentata nelle felicissime nozze del Sereniss. Cosimo Medici Principe di Toscana. 
Florence: Sermartelli, 1608.                   $1 ,900 
 

Small 4to (210 x 148 mm), [8], 64 pp. Woodcut Medici arms on title-page, and 
woodcut initials and tailpieces; the list of characters is printed within a 
border of printer's ornaments.  19th century half calf over decorated 
boards; bookplate of Pietro Ginori-Conti inside front cover, and the 
Giannalisa Feltrinelli small embossed blind stamp on front end-paper. 
 

FIRST EDITION. Michelangelo Buonarroti the 
Younger (1568-1646), nephew of the great artist 
Michelangelo Buonarroti, was appointed court 
poet for the Grand Ducal court of the Medici, 
for which he composed and staged several 
plays, including the present Italian verse 
adaptation of the mythical Judgment of Paris, in 
five acts with prologue and chorus. 
 

The play was presented as part of the festivities 
in honor of the marriage of Cosimo II de 
Medici, Grand Duke of Tuscany, and Maria 
Magdalena of Austria at the Medici Theater on 
October 25, 1608. The pastoral tale was enriched 
by interludes consisting of dances with scenery 
designed by the celebrated Italian architect and 

designer Giulio Parigi (1571-1635), who also worked for the Grand Ducal court of 
the Medici. 
 

§ Clubb, Italian Plays (1500-1700) in the Folger Library, 208; Bregoli Russo, Renaissance 
Italian Theater. Joseph Regenstein Library of the University of Chicago, 123. 
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5 . BURMAN, Pieter [POETAE LATINI MINORES].  Poetae latini minores sive 
Gratii Falisci Cynegeticon, M. Aurelii Olympii Nemesiani Cynegeticon, et ejusdem 
Eclogae IV. T. Calpurnii Siculi Eclogae VII. Claudii Rutilii Numatiani Iter, Q. Serenus 
Samonicus De Medicina, Vindicianus sive Marcellus De Medicina, Q. Rhemnius 
Fannius Palaemon De Ponderibus & Mensuris, et Sulpiciae Satyra. Cum integris 
doctorum virorum notis, & quorumdam excerptis, curante Petro Burmanno. Leiden: C. 
Wishoff & D. Goedval, 1731.         SOLD 
 

Two volumes, 4to, Extra allegorical frontispiece-title, engraved by F. van 
Bleyswyk, after a design by H. van der My, [60], 730 pp., [1] blank leaf; [2], 553, 
[111] pp. Both titles printed in red and black.  Contemporary blindstamped 
vellum over boards; upper cover of vol. 1 starting to crack; slight damage to head 
of spine of vol. 2. Modern bookplate inside front covers. 
 

 
 

 

Monumental variorum edition by Pieter Burman of the miscellaneous Latin 
poets, from the time of Augustus to the Renaissance. These poems include 
several works on hunting and the care and training of various species of hunting-
dogs. Present are the Cynegetica, a poem on hunting, with special emphasis on 
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the management of dogs for hunting, by Grattius Faliscus, an Augustan poet, 
contemporary of Ovid; another Cynegetica by the third-century AD poet Marcus 
Aurelius Olympius Nemesianus, also emphasizing the care and training of 
hunting-dogs, and discussing canine diseases and the various breeds of dogs; the 
Alcon sive de cura canum venaticorum ('Alcon, or On the Care of Hunting-Dogs'), 
by the physician and poet Girolamo Fracastoro (1478-1553), best known as the 
originator of the word 'syphilis.' Included also is the famous Latin prose treatise, 
De canibus Britannicis ('On English Dogs'), by John Caius (1510-1573), physician to 
Queen Elizabeth I, and the founder of Caius College, Cambridge; this was the 
earliest attempt at a complete classification of dogs. 
 

Other poems are the 5th-century “Voyage back to his Homeland” by Rutilius 
Claudius Namatianus, a native of Toulouse, recounting his voyage from Rome to 
Gaul, with passing invectives against the Jews and Christians; De medicina, a 
medical textbook in verse, by Serenus Quintus, who wrote in the 3rd century AD; 
De medicina, another medical textbook in verse, by one Marcellus who lived in 
the 2nd century AD; the Satire attributed to Sulpicia, a poetess of the age of 
Domitian, denouncing the degradation of the empire in relation to a suppression 
of philosophers. 
 

The editor, Pieter Burman (1668-1741), held the chair of Latin respectively in 
Utrecht and Leiden, and was one of the greatest scholars of Holland. The 
handsome allegorical engraved frontispiece depicts  a statue of Diana, goddess of 
the hunt, surrounded by figures representing the various poetic themes included 
in this volume: cupids holding emblems of poetry, medicine, and the hunt; 
hunting dogs surrounding a dead deer, with satyrs and nymphs frolicking in the 
distance. 
 

§ Brunet IV, 757 ("Collection estimée à cause des notes savantes qu'elle 
renferme"); Schweiger 1285 ("geschätze Sammlung" ['precious collection']); 
Souhart 384. 
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6 . CLICHTOVE, Josse.  De vita et moribus sacerdotum opusculum: singularem eorum 
dignitatem ostendens, & quibus ornati esse debeat virtutibus: explanans. Paris: Henri 
Estienne, 4 August 1519.          SOLD 
 

4to (197 x 135 mm), 75 leaves (without last blank leaf k4). Roman type; title within 
woodcut border [Schreiber II: see The Estiennes, p. 33], but with the printed names 
of Galen and Hippocrates replaced by the manuscript name of an early owner: 
'IOANNES PIARDVS' (Jean Piard), woodcut criblé initials.  Marbled wrappers; 
early ownership in all capitals of Jean Piard (see above), and a somewhat later 
inscription of the Library of the Franciscan Order of Evreux; light soiling on title-
page and a few other leaves; second leaf of preface partly remargined, without 
text loss; red edges. 
 

FIRST EDITION of Josse Clichtove's 
treatise aimed at reforming the secular 
clergy, by raising its moral and 
spiritual ministry. Clichtove accuses 
priests of spending more time in 
taverns than in church, and blames 
idleness as the cause of their spending 
the money destined for the poor on 
drink and gambling. To fight idleness 
Clichtove admonishes priests to apply 
themselves to prayer, reading and 
study. 
 

Clichtove divides the treatise into 
twenty-four chapters on such subjects 
as austerity, sobriety, humility, 
abstinence, celibacy, etc. He maintains 
that the clergy must take as its model 
Christ's own ministry: Christ as the 
Supreme Priest set the standard for all 
others, and must be imitated in 
Holiness.  
 

The work became immensely 
influential and was reissued constantly 
until 1609 in various locations and 
countries, including Germany 

(Konstanz), and Poland (Cracow). Clichtove's dedicatory preface is addressed to 
Louis Guillard, bishop of Tournai, his close friend and associate. 
 
 

Josse Clichtove (1472-1543), Flemish theologian and Christian humanist, was a 
disciple of Jacques Lefèvre d’Etaples, whose principal collaborator he remained 
until 1520, when he began to devote all his energies to the struggle against the 
Lutheran heresy—in France, Clichtove was the first author of any prominence to 
oppose Luther. 
 

§ Renouard p. 22:9; Moreau II, no. 2019; Massaut, Josse Clichtove II, pp. 111-113; 119-
125; Bibliotheca Belgica I, pp. 597-598: C415 
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The Erasmus-Clichtove Quarrel 
 

7 . CLICHTOVE, Josse.  De laude monasticae religionis opusculum. Paris: Henri 
Estienne, 25 June 1513.                     SOLD 
 

4to, 50 leaves (a-e8f4g6). Roman type; title printed in a triangular design; woodcut 
criblé initials in various sizes.  Marbled wrappers; some light stains; red edges. 
 

FIRST (and only) EDITION of Clichtove's 
apology of the monastic life, a work that 
represents his first critical response to 
Erasmus, who had very little regard for 
the monastic way of life. Although 
nowhere does Clichtove mention Erasmus 
by name, the objections against 
monasticism that he undertakes to refute 
leave no doubt as to whose views he was 
attacking: Erasmus had expressed his 
anti-monastic views in print as early as 
1503 in his Enchiridion militis Christiani 
("The Handbook of the Christian 
Soldier"), in which he stated that monastic 
life is not piety (Monachatus non est pietas), 
and repeated this sentiment even more 
forcefully in "The Praise of Folly" (1511). 
 

The Erasmus-Clichtove quarrel on this 
subject, which by extension encompassed 
clerical celibacy, continued with 
Erasmus's Encomium matrimonii ("Praise of 
Marriage" [1518]), again bitterly attacked 
by Clichtove in his Propugnaculum 
Ecclesiae adversus Lutheranos ("Bulwark of 

the Church against the Lutherans, [1526]), in which he defended the Mass, 
celibacy, and fasting against the attacks of the Lutherans, singling out 
particularly Erasmus's "Praise of Marriage." Finally Erasmus published a 
counterattack aimed directly against Clichtove who is mentioned by name in its 
title: Dilutio eorum quae Jod. Clithoveus scripsit adversus Declamationem suasoriam 
matrimonii ("Refutation of the Accusations of Josse Clichtove Against [Erasmus's] 
Persuasive Declamation in Praise of Marriage" [1532]). 
 

Josse Clichtove (1472-1543), Flemish theologian and Christian humanist, was a 
disciple of Jacques Lefèvre d’Etaples, whose principal collaborator he remained 
until 1520, when he began to devote all his energies to the struggle against the 
Lutheran heresy—in France, Clichtove was the first author of any prominence to 
oppose Luther. 
 

§ Renouard, Estienne 14.4; Moreau II, no. 532; Massaut, Josse Clichtove I, pp. 348-
367; Bibliotheca Belgica I, pp. 588-589: C397; Adams C-2185; see Contemporaries of 
Erasmus I, p. 317. 
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First Edition: A Great Rarity 
 

8 . CYRANO DE BERGERAC, Savinien de.  Les Oeuvres diverses. Paris: Charles 
de Sercy, 1654.                     SOLD                

Two parts in one volume, 4to (227 x 160 mm), [4] leaves, 294 pp. (with errors in 
pagination), [2] leaves (=privilege); [2] leaves, 167 pp.  Engraved printer's device 
on first title-page, engraved coat-of-arms at head of dedicatory preface; woodcut 
initials and headpieces. Contemporary calf, five raised bands on spine, gilt floral 
designs in five compartments, title gilt in the second; binding solid but with 
extensive surface wear, especially at corners and joints; first four leaves with 
brownish stain in outer margins; moderate foxing elsewhere [N.B. This copy 
lacks the portrait of the author, which is lacking from a majority of known 
copies: see below]. 
 

FIRST EDITION of Cyrano de Bergerac's miscellaneous works published the year 
before his death. This first edition, which is also one of the only two important 
works of Cyrano de Bergerac published during his lifetime—the other being the 
drama La Mort d'Agrippine—is of extreme rarity: no copy is listed in ABPC for the 
past forty years, and the only two copies located in American collections are 
those at Harvard and Yale. [There is also a copy of the second portion of the 
work, consisting of the comedy Le Pédant joué (see below) at the U. of Chicago]. 
 

 
 

The personage of Cyrano de Bergerac (1619-1655), best known from the 1897 play 
by Edmond Rostand as a soldier, duelist and lover, was in reality also a novelist, 
poet, and dramatist, author of two plays, a tragedy and a comedy; the latter, Le 
Pédant joué ('The Pedant Tricked'), appearing here in first edition, is one of the 
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two works to which Cyrano mainly owes his reputation as a writer—the other is 
his posthumously-published "Comical History of the States and Empires of the 
Moon," (1657), often cited as the earliest modern work of science fiction, which 
exerted an influence on such writers as Jonathan Swift and Edgar Allan Poe 
 

Le Pédant joué, a satire of educators and educational methods, became quite 
popular and was often reprinted. It is known that Molière was influenced by it 
and very freely "borrowed" several scenes from it for his own popular comedy 
Les Fourberies de Scapin (1671). 
 

The first part of the volume consists of a collection of Cyrano's minor works, 
including his Lettres satiriques, of which the most notorious are his satire on 
medecine and his attack on the dramatist Paul Scarron (1610-1670). 
 

The publication of this first edition—as well as that of Cyrano's drama La Mort 
d'Agrippine, his tragedy published that same year (see above)—was financed by 
his patron the Duc d'Arpajon, to whom both works were dedicated, and whose 
engraved coat-of arms appears at the head of the dedication. 
 

Lacking from this copy is the engraved portrait of Cyrano, which is lacking from 
most other known copies, including one of the two American copies (Yale). 
 

§ Tchemerzine II, p. 709 and 704 (for Le Pédant joué); Cioranescu 22747 and 22770 
(for Le Pédant joué); BM STC French, 1601-1700, p. 123; no copy in ABPC for the 
past forty years. 
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9 . COMPARINI, Lorenzo.  Due comedie di Lorenzo Comparini fiorentino, cioè il 
Pellegrino, et il Ladro, nuouamente uscite in luce. (Ed. Andrea Lori). Venice: 
Gabriel Giolito de Ferrari & Fratelli, 1554.                 SOLD 
 

Two parts in one volume, 8vo, 98, [2] leaves (last leaf blank); woodcut 
printer's device repeated on both title-pages and at the end; numerous 
woodcut headpieces and historiated initials.  18th-century vellum with 
elaborate gilt spine with two leather labels; blue edges; printed label at foot 
of the title-page of the noted Italian theater historian, Giovanni Salviolli. 
Fine copy. 
 

FIRST AND ONLY EDITION, posthumously published and edited by 
Andrea Lori (see below) of two comedies by the obscure short-lived 
Florentine playwright Lorenzo Comparini, about whom the only facts we 
learn from the editor's dedicatory preface, are that Comparini composed 
these in his earliest youth and met an untimely death. 
 

Both comedies, titled respectively Il 
Pellegrinio ('The Pilgrim') and Il Ladro ('The 
Thief'), are in five acts and in prose. The 
editor, Andrea Lori (ca. 1520-1578), 
appears to have been somewhat of a 
scoundrel (he was beheaded in 1578), 
nevertheless, he apparently had an 
important influence on the cultural 
dynamics of Florence and the production 
and printing of literature in the city 
through his friendships with various 
Florentine authors. 
 

Fine copy of a scarce work from the 
collection of the Italian theater and music 
bibliographer Giovanni Salvioli 
(Bibliografia universale del teatro drammatico 
italiano con particolare riguardo alla storia 
della musica italiana. Venice, 1903). 
 

§ Clubb, Italian Plays (1500-1700) in the 
Folger Library, 305; Bregoli Russo, 
Renaissance Italian Theater. Joseph 
Regenstein Library of the University of 

Chicago, 177; Bongi, Giolito I, p. 435; Adams C-2473. 
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The Earliest Latin Poem on Coffee 
 

10 . FELLON, Thomas Bernard, S.J.  Faba arabica, vulgo caffetum, carmen. Lyon: J. 
Thioly, 1696.   
 

8vo (158 x 100 mm), 14 pp., [1] blank leaf. Woodcut ornament on title, woodcut 
head- and tailpiece, woodcut initial. 
 

BOUND AFTER: 
 

FELLON, Th. B. Magnes [Followed by a separately paginated appendix]: 
PUGET, Louis de. Lettre de Monsieur D. P[uget] sur le poëme Latin intitulé Magnes, 
composé par le R.P. Fellon. Lyon: J. Thioly, 1696.  24 and 16 pp. Woodcut ornament 
on first title, typographical headpieces, woodcut initials. Both works bound 
together in early (original?) stitched paper wrappers (the wrappers and 
endpapers are foxed, but the texts are clean).      SOLD 
 

FIRST AND ONLY EDITIONS, printed on thick paper, of two didactic poems by 
Thomas Bernard Fellon (1672-1759), a Jesuit professor of Lyon, one in praise of 
coffee, the other on the mysteries of the magnet and magnetism. 
 

Both poems are modeled on Virgil's Georgics. The first (here bound second), Faba 
Arabica, Carmen ("Poem on the Arabic Bean, Commonly Known as Coffee"), deals 
with the then fashionable enjoyment of coffee, and describes every aspect of its 
production and preparation, such as, e.g. toasting and grinding. However, the 
emphasis of the poem is on the pleasures of the consumption and invigorating 
powers of coffee, which Fellon describes as a gift from Apollo, just as wine was 
one from Bacchus. 
 

Although coffee was written about earlier in the seventeenth century in 
Europe—e.g, by Francis Bacon in his Historia Vitae et Mortis and Sylva Sylvarum 
(1623-1627), by Robert Burton in his Anatomy of Melancholy (1632), by John 
Parkinson in his Theatrum Botanicum (1640)—no poet had extolled its enjoyment 
and benefits until Fellon. 
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Fellon's poem Magnes (here bound first), which describes the wonders of the 
magnet and magnetism, is dedicated to the wealthy amateur scientist Louis de 
Puget of Lyon (1629-1709), who ten years earlier had published an essay on 
magnetism (Recueil d'experiences sur l'aiman [Lyon, 1686]). Puget also maintained 
a cabinet of natural history in his home, in which were displayed a rich collection 
of magnets. Fellon describes, again in Virgilian verse, some of the marvelous 
exhibits he admired in Puget's cabinet, such as, e.g., an unusual four-sided 
magnet ('quadratus magnes'). 
 

In the present copy Fellon's poem is followed by a separately paginated Letter in 
French by Puget himself containing his page-by-page commentary on Fellon's 
poem; this section is not present in all copies of this work. 
 

In the next century both of Fellon's poems were incorporated in François Oudin's 
great collection of Jesuit Latin didactic poems: Poemata Didascalica (Paris, 1749). 
The present two first editions are quite rare: in U.S. collections OCLC locates 
only two copies of the poem on the magnet (Harvard and The Smithsonian), and 
only one copy of the poem on coffee, at—you guessed it—The Folger. 
 

§ De Backer-Sommervogel III, p. 631; cf. Yasmin Haskell, Loyola's Bees: Ideology 
and Industry in Jesuit Latin Didactic Poetry (2003), pp. 151-155. 
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11.  FIRENZUOLA, Agnolo. I Lucidi. Comedia. Florence: Giunti, 1552.          $1,450  
 

8vo, 44 leaves; woodcut printer's device on title-page with variant at the end; 
woodcut initials. 18th century marbled calf (front joint repaired); some light 
foxing; heraldic bookplate of Sir Charles James Stuart, Baronet (1824-1901). 
 

Second, improved and more elegant edition of this five-act comedy in prose which 
Gamba notes is held in greater esteem than the first edition of 1549 because of its 
correctness and the gracefulness of the typography: “tenersi in maggiore stima [della 
prima: 1549] ... sì per la leggiadria de’ caratteri, che per la diligenza nella correzione” 
(Gamba 458). 
 

It was first performed in the theater of the Villani family and in that of the 
Signori of Prato in the years 1540/1541 and again in 1555 at Fontainebleau, in the 
presence of Henry II. 
 

"Another well-known Florentine poet, Agnolo Firenzuola (1493-1543), wrote two 
prose comedies, La Trinutia and I Lucidi, both of which were published in 1549, 
four years after the death of the author. Of these two the Lucidi is the better play 
although it is a close imitation of Plautus' Menaechmi … A classicist himself, 
Firenzuola provides a good illustration of the advice of Horace, namely, that it is 
safer to take a well-known story and rewrite it than to invent a new one." 
(Herrick, Italian Comedy in the Renaissance, pp. 106-7). 
 

Firenzuola was also an important influence in promoting the equality of women 
in the arts as expressed in his prose writings: "Firenzuola's dialogue emphasizes 
the equality of women, the reciprocity of love, and the value of sexuality 
independent of its reproductive function. In doing so, he provides us with 
important insights into contemporary values" (J. Murray, Agnolo Firenzuolo on 
Female Sexuality and Woman's Equality, in: "Sixteenth Century Journal", 22, 1991, 
pp. 207, 213). 
 

§ Clubb 426; Bregoli Russo 251; Decia & Camerini, I Giunti di Firenze 287. 
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12 . FLACIUS ILLYRICUS, Mathias.  Historia certaminum inter romanos episcopos et 
sextam Carthaginensem synodum Africanasque ecclesias de primatu seu potestate papae, bona 
fide ex authenticis monumentis collecta. Basel: [Johann Oporinus], 1554.               SOLD 
 

8vo (156 x 98 mm), 214 pp., [15] leaves (with the last blank). The large initial 'S' is 
from one of Hans Holbein's alphabet series: see Christian Müller, Hans Holbein. 
Die Druckgraphik im Kupferstichkabinett Basel, No. 159 (p. 231).  18th-century red 
morocco, sides richly gilt with floral design, flat spine gilt decorated in 
compartments and with a green morocco lettering piece, all edges gilt; some 
minor binding wear; light browning of paper; overall a fine copy. 
 

FIRST (and ONLY) EDITION of Matthias Flacius's history of the Synod of 
Carthage at which 227 bishops met on 25 May 419, debating on issues dealing 
with papal authority, and adopting the African Code—the codification of the 
conclusions arrived at in the previous African councils. 
 

Matthias Flacius Illyricus (in Croatian: Matija Vlačić Ilirik: 1520-1575) was a 
Lutheran reformer from Istria (present day Croatia). Widely known as the most 

learned Lutheran theologian, considered 
as the principal author of the Ecclesiastica 
Historia (also known as the "Magdeburg 
Centuries"), the first work on church 
history written from a Protestant 
perspective. 
 

The present work was never reprinted 
(although a German translation appeared 
the following year), and has consequently 
become the rarest of Flacius's many 
works, being represented in American 
collections by four copies only: Harvard, 
Folger, Dickinson College, and the Luther 
Seminary (MN). 
 

§ VD16, F1415; Adams F-570; Brunet II, 1277 
("Volume rare"). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See additional photos on next page!  
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13 . FLEURY, Claude.  Les moeurs des Israelites. Paris: Widow of Gervais Clouzier, 
1681.             SOLD 
 

12mo, [4] leaves, 343, [5] pp.; pictorial woodcut headpiece and capital at 
beginning.  Contemporary calf, five raised bands on spine, five compartments 
with floral gilt ornaments, titled in gilt in second compartment; binding with 
surface wear but solid. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the classic history of the social life and customs of the Jews in 
antiquity, by the church historian Charles Fleury (1640-1723), who was the tutor 
of several sons of noble houses, including a son and three grandsons of Louis 
XIV. 
 

The success of this first edition elicited from Fleury a similar history of the early 
Christians, which appeared the following year, and the two works were 
henceforth systematically published together to the end of the eighteenth 
century. 
 

§ Brunet II, 1291 (note). 
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14 . FRIZON, Léonard, S.J.  De Pace, nuptiis regiis, Delphino, aliisque temporum 
nostrorum rebus clarissimis, poëmata. Editio secunda. Poitiers: J. Fleuriau, 1661.   $350  
 

12mo, 24, 94, [4] pp. Decorative woodcut head-and tailpieces and initials.  
Contemporary vellum; on title is the early inscription of the Jesuit college of 
Bordeaux; on front and rear free endpapers is the ownership signature of the 
Jesuit missionary Louis Barnabé (d. 1687: see De Backer-Sommervogel I, 904). 
 

Collection of Neo-Latin poems in celebration of the marriage of the Dauphin 
Louis XIV with Maria Theresa of Spain, which took place on 9 June 1660. 
 

The author (1628-1700) taught literature in Bordeaux and was one of the most 
respected and popular Jesuit Neo-Latin poets of the Grand siècle. The collection, 
under the general title De Pace ('On Peace'), consists of Neolatin poems on a 
variety of subjects, including the battle of the Venetian fleet against the Turks at 
the Hellespont, St. Francis Xavier's mission to India, etc. Some of the poems are 
dedicated to Cardinal Mazarin. 
 

Very rare: I have found no mention (or copy) of an edition prior to the present; 
the only copy in an American collection of an ‘editio secunda’ is at Harvard, but 
that one dated is 1662. 
 

§ De Backer-Sommervogel III, 1008, no. 10 (citing no edition earlier than this 
"editio secunda"). 
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Religious Drama of Utmost Rarity: Only One Copy Recorded? 
 

15 . GOTTARDI, Pier Giovanni.  La Conversione della Beata Margarita da Cortona. 
Genoa: P. Giovanni Calenzano & Gio. Maria Farroni, [1637].                SOLD 
 

12mo, 144 pp. Woodcut of St. Margaret of Cortona on title-page; woodcut 
pictorial tailpieces.  Contemporary limp vellum; binding dust-soiled; large 
brownish dampstain limited to the leaves of the second quire; smaller stains at 
the extreme outer margins of a few other leaves; early ownership inscription on 
title-page: 'Iosephi Ignatii Leopoldi Sciorae'. 
 

FIRST EDITION of a five-act prose 
drama about the conversion of Margaret 
of Cortona (1247–22 February 1297), a 
Franciscan penitent, who was born in 
Laviano, in Tuscany, and died in 
Cortona. 
 

The play deals with the events 
leading up to Margaret's conversion; 
the author, exercising dramatic 
license, has created various 
characters in her life. Margaret, the 
beautiful daughter of a Tuscan 
farmer (Modesto), lost her mother in 
childhood and suffered at the hands 
of an unsympathetic stepmother 
(Alviana). She was seduced by a 
nobleman (Fulvio) and lived openly 
as his mistress for nine years and 
bore him a son (Gottardo). After her 
lover was shot to death by the 
murderer Artemio, Margaret 
returned home with her young son 

asking for forgiveness, but her father, at his wife's instigation, refused. She 
and her son were taken in by a family in Cortona (Fulvio and his wife 
Flavia), and Margaret began a life of public penance. She enrolled herself 
among the Franciscan tertiaries and advanced steadily in holiness by 
devoting herself to nursing the sick and the poor in Cortona. Her personal 
austerities were extreme as she became more and more of a recluse, 
though not entirely cutting herself off from the public life around her. In 
obedience to a revelation Margaret undertook to call others to repentance, 
converting local Cortona sinners. Her reputation, fostered by cures 
believed to be miraculous, soon attracted visitors from other parts of Italy. 
She died at the age of fifty, after spending twenty-nine years in penance. 
 

The prologue consists of a dialogue between Margaret's Guardian Angel 
and the Demon Astarotte. Also appearing in the play is the figure of Christ 
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Himself. Among the minor characters are Fulvio's parasitic servant 
Giamba, the pedantic schoolmaster Guarino, and Margaret's Confessor 
Father Giunta. It should be noted that also appearing in the action is 
Margaret's unnamed faithful dog—when Margaret appears on stage it is 
either accompanied by her dog ('Margarita col cane'), or without it 
('Margarita senza il cane'). 
 

Margaret was formally canonized in 1728, but her feast on 22 February had 
been approved from 1515 for the diocese of Cortona. After her death, the 
Church of Santa Margherita in Cortona was rebuilt in her honor, with her 
body preserved in a silver casket there. 
 

Very little is known about the author, Pier Giovanni Gottardi, except for 
what we learn from the title-page: i.e., he was a Franciscan monk of Lucca. 
We also know that Gottardi wrote at least one other play, about the 2nd-
century Roman martyr Theodora: La Rappresentatione di S. Teodora vergine e 
martire (Genoa, 1640: OCLC locates only the copy at the Paris BnF). 
 

The present first edition is remarkably rare: no copy is located in OCLC—
though I was able to locate one copy at the Genoa Biblioteca Universitaria 
in OPAC SBN.it: http://goo.gl/g9qEm1 (It should also be mentioned that 
OCLC locates a single copy of the 1640 reprint, also at the Paris BnF.) 
 

§ L. Allacci, Drammaturgia, pp. 216-17. 
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Scaliger Attacked and Defended 
 

16 . [HEINSIUS, Daniel].  Satirae duae, Hercules tuam fidem sive Munsterus 
Hypobolimaeus: quarto iam editus, ac emendatior, et Virgula divina ... Accessit his 
accurata Burdonum Fabulae Confutatio. Leiden: Jan Paets, 1609.       $950  
 

12mo, [12] leaves (including last blank), 455, [1] pp. Woodcut illustration on p. 229. 
Contemporary vellum over boards, with overlapping fore-edges; traces of 
original ties; binding a bit dust-soiled; inoffensive small wormholes in extreme 
outer margins of last hundred leaves. 
 

The Backstory: In 1607 the German scholar and controversialist Kaspar Schoppe 
(known as Scioppius, 1576-1649), published a slanderous treatise, Scaliger 
Hypobolimaeus ("The Illegitimate Scaliger"), an attack against the great humanist 
Joseph Scaliger (1540-1609); Scioppius assailed the great man's scholarship by 
citing hundreds of "lies" and "falsifications" in Scaliger's works, denouncing him 
as a lover of pornography, and questioning Scaliger's family origins. 
 

The following year appeared a 143-page satirical 
response by the celebrated Dutch scholar Daniel 
Heinsius (1580-1655), who had been Scaliger's greatest 
pupil. In this Menippean satire, titled Hercules tuam 
fidem, sive Munsterus Hypobolimaeus ("The Illegitimate 
Munsterus"), Heinsius answered Scioppius's calumnies 
in kind by calling into question Scioppius's own 
scholarship and parentage ("Munsterus" refers to 
Scioppius, who, according to Heinsius, had been born a 
bastard as a result of his mother having had an affair 
with a stranger from Münster.) 
 

That same year appeared an edition considerably 
augmented by an entire second part consisting of a 
pseudonymous 268-page 'confutation' of Scioppius's 
slander by Scaliger himself' titled Confutatio stultissimae 
Burdonum fabulae. In this counterattack Scaliger 
vindicated his noble origin and defended himself 
against the various accusations of Scioppius. 

 

The Present Edition: Finally, a year later, appeared this edition, not only 
reprinting the anonymous and pseudonymous satirical pamphlets of the 
previous editions, but its text further augmented by the addition of the first 
printing of Heinsius's 40-page satirical Virgula divina, sive Lucretii Vespillonis 
apotheosis ("The Divining Rod, or the Apotheosis of Lucretius Vespillo" 
['Vespillo', which translates 'corpse-burier,' refers to the humble occupation of 
Scioppius's supposed father, and therefore of his own low origins]). Thus, in the 
Virgula divina Heinsius continues his mocking exposure of Scioppius as a 
bastard child that he had begun in his original Munsterus Hypobolimaeus. 
 

§ Paul R. Sellin, Daniel Heinsius and Stuart England, p. 249, no. 409; Smitskamp, 
The Scaliger Collection, 174; see A. Grafton, Joseph Scaliger II, pp. 747-49, and Ingrid 
A.R. De Smet, Menippean Satire and the Republic of Letters, pp. 160-61, and 170-71. 
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The First Successful Greek Textbook Published in French 
A Major Influence on Racine 

 

17 . [LANCELOT, Claude].  Nouvelle methode pour apprendre facilement la langue 
greque: contenant les regles des declinaisons, etc. Paris: Antoine Vitré, for Pierre Le 
Petit, 1655.                       $1 ,800  
 

8vo (185 x 122 mm), xxxix, [1], 574, [10] pp. Woodcut ornament on title.  
Contemporary calf over boards; double gilt fillet around sides; five raised bands 
on spine, five compartments with central floral gilt ornament, title gilt in second 
compartment; apart from binding surface wear, a fine, large and very fresh copy 
in its first binding of a book normally found in poor condition. On both paste-
downs is the early ownership signature 'Arnault', repeated twice on title-page 
with the addition of 'Port-Royal'. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the Port-Royal Greek 
grammar -- not to be confused with the 
abridged version issued the same year. In 
1626, a group of hermetic Jansenists took over 
a vacant convent at Port-Royal. By the 1650's, 
the community had evolved into a renowned 
center for children's schooling. The 
celebrated pedagogue Claude Lancelot (1616-
1695) was in charge of teaching Greek and 
mathematics. The present Greek grammar is 
the first successful Greek textbook published 
in French. 
 

Until the 1640's, children learned Latin and 
Greek through grammars written in Latin, 
and by repeating phrases in these languages 
themselves. Lancelot's Latin textbook in 1644 
and this Greek textbook marked an 
important advance in the field of education, 
the acceptance and use of vernacular. 
 

Although originally conceived to serve as a 
textbook for the use of the Jansenists at Port-Royal, the book's fame rapidly 
spread abroad, and editions succeeded one another with great rapidity until the 
end of the 19th century; an English translation (by Thomas Nugent) appeared in 
the mid-18th century, which itself became quite popular. 
 

The most famous product of the Port-Royal "New Greek Method" was the great 
dramatist Racine, who entered the Port-Royal school that very year (1655), and 
whose strong dependence on Greek themes for the subjects of his tragedies has 
been attributed to the influence of Lancelot: cf. R. C. Knight, Racine  e t la Grèce , 
30ff. 
 

§ Brunet IV, 117; Cioranescu 39932; Barbier III, 557; cf. Sandys II, 290. 
 
 



E.K. Schreiber. New York, NY 10024. (212) 873-3180 ekslibris@me.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 24 

One of the Most Influential Greek Textbooks Ever Published 
 

18 . [LANCELOT, Claude].  Le Jardin des racines grecques, mises en vers françois. 
Paris: Pierre Le Petit, 1657.                               SOLD 
 

12mo, engraved frontispiece, [6] leaves, 367, [1] pp., [1] blank leaf. Contemporary 
calf with considerable surface wear, joints worn but structurally sound; 
18th-century ownership inscriptions on front free endleaf and printed title. 
 

FIRST EDITION of one of the most popular and influential Greek textbooks ever 
published. Claude Lancelot (1615-1695), the great teacher of Port-Royal, originally 

conceived this "Garden of Greek Roots" 
to serve as a textbook for the use of the 
Jansenists at Port-Royal; but the book's 
fame rapidly spread abroad, and editions 
succeeded one another with great 
rapidity until the end of the 19th century: 
OCLC lists over 25 editions before 1875. 
This first edition is exceptionally rare. 
 

The Jardin was devised to assist students 
in Greek vocabulary-building by an 
ingenious mnemonic method, based on 
French rhyme: 
 

AΔΩ , souler, remplir, veut dire. 
Α∆ΗΝ, abondamment, s'en tire. 
ΑΕΘΛΟΣ, ΑΘΛΟΣ, des combats. 
ΑΕΙ, toujours, tu traduiras . . . 
 

The French verse was contributed by 
another of the "Solitaries" of Port-Royal, 
the poet Le Maistre de Sacy (1613-1684), 
author of an important translation of the 
Bible. 
 

The most famous product of the Port-
Royal Greek textbooks was the great 

dramatist Racine, who entered the Port-Royal school two years previously 
(1655), and whose strong dependence on Greek themes for the subjects of 
his tragedies has been attributed to the influence of Lancelot: cf. R. C. 
Knight, Racine et la Grèce, 30ff. 
 

§ Brunet III, 509-510: "elle est rare et assez recherchée"; Cioranescu 39914; Sandys 
II, 290. 
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A Champion of Women Writers 
 

19 . [LANDO, Ortensio].  Quattro libri de dubbi con le solutioni a ciascun 
dubbio accommodate. Venice: Giolito de' Ferrari, 1556.              SOLD 
 

8vo, 398, [2] pp.; italic type; woodcut printer's Phoenix device on title, with 
a larger version at the end.  Handsome 18th-century tan calf, triple gilt fillet 
round sides, extra gilt spine with morocco label, all edges gilt; engraved 
bookplate of Ferdinand Mallet on front paste-down; faint damp mark on 
last 2 leaves; fine copy. 
 

FIRST COMPLETE EDITION, with all four 
sections of Ortensio Lando's "Various Doubts 
and Questions," written in a humorous vein, 
starting with, as stated in the title, the subject 
of Love, the second on Nature, the third 
"Miscellaneous but mostly on Morality," and 
the fourth on Religion. 
 

The printer, Gabriel Giolito, explains in his 
preface that the reason he is reissuing his 1552 
edition of Lando's work is that the section on 
Love, though it was originally mentioned in 
the title, had been omitted because he had 
not yet received the license to print—that 
first edition consists of only 318 pages. 
 

Ortensio Lando (also known as Landi, ca. 
1512-1556), a witty and often cantankerous 
writer born in Milan, led a wandering life 
through Italy and Europe (a satire against 
Erasmus forced him to take refuge in France) 
before settling permanently in Venice. He 

produced translations, including the first Italian version of More's Utopia 
(1548), as well as various original works, many of them published 
anonymously (such as the present). 
 
The plan of the Dubbi is very simple: Lando's friends appear to have 
regarded him as an oracle, to whom all sorts of grave, frivolous, or 
puzzling questions on love, natural philosophy, morals, and religion might 
be addressed with the certainty that these queries would receive an 
ingenious, if not always satisfactory reply. Each of the four sections is 
divided into numerous parts, each devoted to the queries from one of the 
author's friends or patrons, e.g. Q. "Who is it that does not know how to 
converse?" A. "He that does not know how to be silent"; Q. "What is wine?" 
A. "It is the death of memory and the poison of mankind, by which the age 
is corrupted and the flower of beauty is lost"; Q. "How is true glory 
nourished?" A. "With much action and little speech. 
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A large part of the queries are posed by women, either writers or 
contemporary supporters of literary salons. Lando was in fact known as a 
champion of women authors: "Closely associated with women's writing in 
this period was Ortensio Lando, ... the author of a 'paradox' on women's 
superiority to men. Lando figures as editor of three female-authored works 
in the 1540s and 1550s ... perhaps most strikingly, the 1548 anthology Lettere 
di molte valorose donne, whose subtitle proclaims itself as proof of women's 
equality with men in eloquence and learning" (Cox, Women's Writing in 
Italy 1400-1650, p. 83). Thus, in the present work, when the Marchesana di 
Vigevano asks him, "Which is the nobler man or woman?" Lando replies, 
"God always adds fresh nobility to the newer creatures He makes; thus, He 
formed man after the beasts, and last of all made woman, and therefore 
she is noblest, being taken out of man, who of all the other animals was the 
most perfect" (p. 285). 
 

Both first and second editions are rare. The OCLC locates four copies of 
the 1552 edition in North American Libraries (UCLA, Yale, LC and Duke) 
and only three of the present first complete, edition (Columbia, Cornell, 
UMich). 
 

§ Bongi, Giolito I, 368; Melzi, Anonime e pseudonime II, p. 39; BM/STC Italian 377 (s. 
v. 'Libri'); not in Adams. 
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The First Illustrated Edition: With All 8  Folding Plates 
 

20 . [MASSIALOT, François].  Le Cuisinier roïal et bourgeois, qui apprend a ordonner 
toute sorte de Repas, & la meilleure maniere de Ragoûts les plus à la mode & les plus 
exquis ... Troisiéme Edition, revûe, corrigée & augmentée, avec des Figures. Paris: Chez 
Charles de Sercy, 1698.          SOLD 
 

8vo (160 x 93 mm), [9] leaves (including the first blank), 505, [1] pp., [26] leaves; 8 
folded leaves of plates; woodcut printer's device on title; ornamental initials and 
head- and tailpieces.  Contemporary calf, back gilt in compartments; head and 
foot of spine defective, but binding sound; early ownership signature at head of 
title-page ('La Menaudiere'). 
 

 
 

First illustrated edition of Massialot's culinary classic (the first two editions, 1691 
and 1693, were unillustrated). 
 

The work is divided into two main sections: 1 . A detailed list of menus 
appropriate for each month of the year; 2 . 'Instruction en forme de dictionnaire,' 
consisting of detailed instructions on how to prepare all imaginable dishes, 
arranged alphabetically from 'Abbatis' (game) to 'Vives' (sting-fish). 
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The present revised and augmented third—and first illustrated—edition contains 
eight folded plates of place settings, which are very often missing in part or in 
their entirety; thus, the Harry Schraemli copy lacked two of the plates; Bitting 
describes a copy missing six plates, and the Horn-Arndt copy lacked all eight 
plates (see references below). 
 

François Massialot (1660 — 1733) was a French chef who served as chef de cuisine 
to various noble houses, including Philippe I, Duke of Orléans, brother of Louis 
XIV, and his son Philippe II, Duke of Orléans. 
 

§ Vicaire 574; Bitting 314 (lacking six of the eight plates); Horn-Arndt 165 (lacking 
all the plates); Notaker 633.4; cf. Cagle 316 and 317 (the unillustrated 1691 and 1693 
editions. 
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The Classic Work on the Rivers of France: Noble Provenance 
 

21.  MASSON, Jean Papire.  Descriptio Fluminum Galliae, qua Francia est ... Nunc 
primum in lucem edita. Paris: Jacques Quesnel, 1518 [i.e.1618].                           $1 ,500  
 

8vo, [6] leaves (including author's engraved portrait by Léonard Gaultier), 684 
pp., [13] leaves (with first and last blank); engraved printer's device on title; 
woodcut head- and tailpieces, and initials.  Contemporary calf, double gilt fillet 
round sides, five raised bands on spine, gilt title in second compartments, and 
gilt monogram 'NLP' of Nicolas Le Prévost du Parc in the other five, with Le 
Prévost's arms stamped in gilt on sides; corners and spine extremities worn; 
marginal dampstains. Overall a fine copy in its first binding. 
 

 

FIRST EDITION of the important 
posthumous geographic work on the rivers 
and waterways of France by Jean Papire 
Masson (1544-1611), celebrated French 
historian, biographer, literary critic and 
lawyer. The result of many years of 
research, the work presents descriptions 
and all the information that the author was 
able to discover concerning the principal 
navigable waterways of France: the Loire, 
Seine, Rhône, Garonne, etc., with 
descriptions of the regions and cities. In the 
printed side-notes are given the vernacular 
French names of the regions described in 
the Latin text. 
 

The work, which was published 
posthumously by the author's brother, 
Jean-Baptiste Masson, proved very popular 
and was reprinted in 1678 and 1685 
 

Provenance: Nicolas Le Prévost du Parc 
(1556-1630), Royal Counselor to King Henri 
III beginning in 1588 (see Olivier-Hermal 
1393).            § Cioranesco 16C, 14786. 

 
 

See additional photos on next page!  
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22 . NEMOURS, Marie d'Orléans, duchesse de.  Memoires de M.L.D.D.N., 
contenant ce qui s'est passé de plus particulier en France pendant la Guerre de Paris, 
jusqu'à la prison du Cardinal de Retz, arrivée en 1652. Avec les differens caracteres des 
personnes, qui ont eu part à cette Guerre. (Ed. Marie Jeanne Lhéritier de Villandon). 
Cologne [i.e. Paris]: N. pr., 1709.             $450  
 

12mo, [8], 280, [10] pages; title-page printed in red and black.  Contemporary calf, 
back gilt; considerable surface wear, but solid; on the front free endpaper is a 
long note in French in a late 18th-century hand about the provenance of this copy. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the memoirs of Marie d'Orléans, Duchesse de Nemours (1625-
1707), published posthumously two years after her death by the novelist Marie 
Jeanne Lhéritier de Villandon (1664-1734). 
 

These memoirs are important for not only corroborating, but also completing the 
Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz about the French civil war known as The 
Fronde. (It may be mentioned that the editor, Mlle Lhéritier de Valadon, was the 
niece of Charles Perrault, the author of the celebrated collection of classic 
children's tales.). 
 

§ Cioranescu 50946 (and cf. 43387). 
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23 . OBRECHT, Ulrich.  Alsaticarum rerum prodromus. Strasburg: Simon Paulli, 
1681.                          $650  
 

4to, [6] leaves, 332, pp., [8] leaves; copper-engraved vignette on title; copper-
engraved printer's device at the end; several copper-engravings in the text, 
including one full-page.  19th-century vellum-backed boards; early inscription 
erased from title-page. 
 

    
 
 

ONLY EDITION of this history of Alsatian antiquities, forms of government, 
laws, etc. The author, Ulrich Obrecht (1646-1701), a Strasburg historian and legal 
scholar, had projected three further volumes which were never published due to 
the surrender of Strasburg to Louis XIV the very year of publication of this 
volume. 
 

§ VD17 23:304090Q; BL German 17C, O12; Haag VIII, 37, no. xviii. 
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Hymn on the De Thou Library 
 

24 . SANTEUL, Jean-Baptiste de.  Joan. Baptistae Santolii Victorini Opera poëtica. 
Amsterdam: G. Gallet, 1695.         SOLD 
12mo, [12] leaves (including engraved author's portrait), 362 pp. Title printed in 
red and black; woodcut ornamental head- and tailpieces. Contemporary calf, 
back gilt in compartments; surface wear, corners and joints worn (but solid). 
 
 

 
 

 
Second edition of the modern Neo-Latin poems and hymns of the poet Jean-
Baptiste Santeul (Latinized as Santolius: 1630-1697) who was famous especially 
for his modern hymns intended to replace the ancient traditional ones. 
 

Santeul, who has been called "the greatest Latin poet of his time" (Vissac, loc.cit. 
below), entered the regular canons of St. Victor at the age of twenty; he accepted 
the rank of sub-deacon but refused to rise higher. His whole life was devoted to 
study and to the cultivation of Latin poetry. His verse was exceedingly well 
known in his own day, and his hymns rapidly spread throughout the dioceses of 
France, and were even taught along with the Classics in some schools (Vissac, 
loc.cit. p. 148). 
 

Pp. 139-143 consist of the Latin hymn, Bibliotheca Thuana, extolling the Marquis de 
Ménars as savior of the De Thou Library, and enabling it to remain open to 
scholars. Jacques Auguste de Thou (1553-1617), one of the most prodigious book 
collectors of the French Renaissance, specified in his last will and testament that 
his library not be dispersed or sold, not only in the interest of his family, but of 
the literary world as well (Pollard & Ehrman, p. 261, and cf. Guigard II, p. 453). 
However, when De Thou's son (also named Jacques Auguste) died in 1677, he 
had been so heavily in debt that his creditors seized his estate and began selling 
the library. Through a series of private and auction sales the library was bought 
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almost in its entirety, by Jacques Charron, Marquis de Ménars, brother-in-law of 
Colbert (Pollard & Ehrman, pp. 211-12). 
 

When he composed this laudatory hymn Santeul could not foresee that the great 
De Thou library would eventually be dispersed; in 1706 Menars would sell a 
portion of the library to the Cardinal de Rohan, while the remainder was sold in 
The Hague after his death (see P & E & Guigard). 
 

§ Vissac, De la poésie  latine  en France  au siècle  de  Louis XIV, pp. 143-149, 306 ("le 
plus grand poëte du temps"); cf. Cioranescu 61471 (the 1694 edition). 
 
 
25 . [SOLINUS] CAMERS, Joannes. Commentaria in C. Iulii Solini Polyhistora, et 
Lucii Flori De Romanorum rebus gestis, libros, ac Tabulam Cebetis . . . Praeterea 
Pomponii Melae De orbis situ libri tres, cum commentariis Ioachimi Vadiani. Ed. 
Johannes Basilius Herold. Basel: Heinrich Petri, 1557.               SOLD 
 

Two parts in one volume, folio, [24] leaves, 476 (numbered 478) pp.; [16] leaves, 
222, [2], 223-297, [1] pp. Historiated initials; printer’s device at the end. 18th-
century boards, rebacked in calf; light marginal dampstains.  
 

The important composite edition of the commentaries 
(with the texts) by Joannes Camers and Joachimus 
Vadianus on the geographical works of Solinus and 
Pomponius Mela, the history of Florus, and the “Table of 
Cebes,” which had all been published separately at 
various dates in various places. 
 

The works of Solinus, Florus, and the “Table of Cebes” 
are accompanied by the commentaries of the Italian 
humanist Joannes Camers (Giovanni Ricuzzi Vellini, ca. 

1450-1546, a native of Camerino); he was a Franciscan who taught at Vienna 
where he served as Dean of the Faculty of Theology. Added in the present 
edition is the anonymous commentary to the first 12 chapters by the scholar 
printer Johannes Oporinus. 
 

Solinus’s Collectanea rerum memorabilium (“Collection of Memorable Things”), 
also known as De mirabilibus mundi (“About the Marvels of the World”), and the 
Polyhistor, composed soon after A.D. 200, was the work which introduced the 
name “Mediterranean Sea,” and remained the most popular Latin geographical 
work throughout the Middle Ages. 
 

Florus’s work, an abridged history of Rome from Romulus to Augustus, based 
on Livy and other sources, was composed in the reign of Trajan, and is best 
known for its division of Roman history into four ages, infancy, youth, maturity, 
and decline (the period after Augustus), which made it a favorite schoolbook 
during the Middle Ages and Renaissance. 
 

The “Table of Cebes” is a famous allegorical composition on the life of man, 
known as the Pinax (“Picture,” or “Table”) of Cebes, because it was ascribed to 
the Pythagorean philosopher by that name, but is thought to be of much later 
date. It too was a favorite schoolbook in the Renaissance. 
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The final work included in this volume is the popular geographical treatise of 
Pomponius Mela, distinctive as the first Latin geography; it is accompanied by 
the voluminous commentary by Joachimus Vadianus. Pomponius Mela 
composed his pioneering Latin geography at the time of Claudius’s invasion of 
Britain (AD 43-44), which it may be designed to celebrate. The work, which was 
used by the elder Pliny, systematically delineates the order of the lands and seas 
on the globe, and lists names of peoples and places with some ethnographic 
details in an order following the sea coasts.  
 

§ VD 16, S 6970; Hieronymus, Petri, 190; Schweiger 960; Adams S-1395. 
 
 

Rare History of Druids and Druidism 
 

26 . TAILLEPIED, Noël.  Histoire de l'estat et république des druides, eubages, 
sarronides, bardes, vacies, anciens François. Paris: Jean Parant, 1585.                   SOLD 
 

Two parts in one volume, 8vo, I. [22] preliminary leaves, 124 leaves (numbered as 
follows: 1-8 leaves, -9-24 pages, -25-120 leaves; II. 84 leaves; woodcut initials, and 
head- and tailpieces.  Contemporary limp vellum; portion of rear cover torn off; 
first 15 leaves (title and table of contents) affected by a brownish dampstain; on 
title-page is the partly indecipherable contemporary ownership inscription of a 
canon of the diocese of Langres (in northeastern France). 

 

FIRST EDITION of this rare and curious 
history of Druids and Druidism, "The strangest 
book produced by the strange brother 
Taillepied, all of whose works are rare and 
sought after" (Caillet). 
 

The author, the Capuchin monk Noël 
Taillepied (1540-1589), taught theology and 
produced several works that have all become 
quite rare, including one on phantoms and 
spirits (Psichologie ou traîté de l'apparition des 
esprits [Rouen, 1598]). 
 

The first part deals with the various classes of 
Druids, their customs, the manners in which 
they offered sacrifices to the gods, and their 
ability to foretell future events. The second 
part consists of a fanciful account of the early 
French people, including a chronology of the 
kings of Gaul, from the Great Flood to the 
Birth of Christ. 
 

Despite the condition issues described above, 
this is a complete copy in its original (damaged) binding of a very rare first 
edition. 
 

§ Brunet V, 645-646: "Ouvrage peu commun"; Cioranesco 20995; Caillet 10519. 
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27 . THEODORETUS, Bp. of Cyrrhus.  De curatione Graecarum affectionum libri 
duodecim. (Tr. Zanobi Acciaiuoli). Paris: Henri Estienne, July 1519.                 $2 ,750  
 

Folio (310 x 210 mm), 112 leaves; roman and Greek types, woodcut criblé initials.  
Early vellum over boards, modern vellum rebacking, with renewed endpapers 
(rebacked with modern end-papers); a fine, totally untrimmed, very wide-
margined copy; two early ownership inscriptions on titlepage (see below). 

 
FIRST EDITION in any form of this 
extremely popular treatise on 
Christian theology, by Theodoretus 
(also referred to as Theodoret, c. 
393-466), Bishop of Cyrrhus, in 
Syria. The title of the work, “Cure 
of Greek Attitudes”, states clearly 
the author’s objective, which was 
to draw a thorough contrast 
between Christianity and Greek 
paganism, and “curing” minds of 
their prejudices by leading them 
from Hellenism to the Gospel with 
the aid of over 300 citations from 
profane Greek authors (printed in 
Greek here), notably Plato and the 
Pre-Socratics. 
 

The text is given in the Latin 
translation of the Florentine 
humanist Zanobi Acciaiuoli (1461-
1520), who was appointed prefect 
of the Vatican Library by Pope Leo 
X. Acciaiuoli’s Latin version 
preceded the publication of the 
original Greek text by 70 years, and 
therefore this edition became a 

flashpoint for humanistic debate on Christian and pagan philosophic doctrine 
throughout the sixteenth century. 
 

A fresh, very wide-margined, entirely untrimmed copy, of a product from the 
press of Henri I Estienne, the founder of the great dynasty of French printers. On 
the titlepage are two early ownership signatures; the first, which is overwritten 
by the second, is accompanied by the Latin version of Psams 142:5 ('portio mea in 
terra viventium'); the second name, in a later (but still early) hand, reads 
'Thevenot Lavaud'. 
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Superb Large Paper Copy 
 

28. VALERIUS FLACCUS, Caius.  C. Valerii Flacci ... Argonauticon libri octo, cum 
notis integris Ludovici Carrionis [et al.] ... curante Petro Burmanno, qui & suas 
adnotationes adjecit. Leiden: Samuel Luchtmans, 1724.                $1,500  
 

4to (leaf size: 288 x 232 mm; 11-3/8 x 9-1/8 inches), Extra engraved frontispiece 
title representing the Argonauts sailing on the Argo being entertained by 
Orpheus on his lyre, within an elaborate border incorporating the various 
elements of the legend: the Golden Fleece, the Dragon, the Calydonian Boar, the 
Harpies, etc. (see photo, p. 98); [160], 759, [1] pp., [50] leaves (the last consisting of 
errata); large folding portrait of Burman at beginning (370 x 260 mm), engraved 
by J. Houbraken after a painting by K. van der My; title-page printed in red and 
black; title vignette, initials, tailpieces. Contemporary calf, professionally and 
handsomely rebacked, with richly gilt spine and two morocco labels titled in gilt; 
edges marbled and gilt. 
 

 
 

Impressive large-paper copy of Burman's great variorum edition of the epic of 
Jason and the Argonauts in search of the Golden Fleece, by the first-century A.D. 
poet Valerius Flaccus. The work is indebted to the Greek epic Argonautica by 
Apollonius of Rhodes for its subject, and to Virgil's for its poetic style. 
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Valerius's epic follows the Argonauts through many famous adventures to the 
point where Jason absconds from Colchis with Medea.  
 

Pieter Burman (1668-1741), one of the greatest scholars of Holland, held the chair 
of Latin respectively in Utrecht and Leiden, and produced a great many such 
very useful "variorum" editions of the Latin classics which incorporated the 
comments of the most eminent 16th- and 17th-century scholars. In this 
monumental edition appear the comments, of N. Heinsius, G.J. Vossius, as well a 
Latin translation by the well-known Bolognese humanist Giovanni Battista Pio 
(died 1540) of those portions of the Greek epic Argonautica of Apollonius Rhodius 
that supplement Valerius Flaccus's narrative (pp. 684-721). Also included (pp. 
724-759) is Pio's Latin version of the Orphic Argonautica. This poem of about 1,400 
lines occupies an exceptional position in Orphic literature, being an 
autobiographical narrative in which Orpheus -- heavily influenced by a reading 
of Apollonius Rhodius -- tells the story of his participation in Jason's expedition. 
It can hardly be earlier and may well be later than the fourth century AD. 

 

The large striking engraved folding portrait of Burman (370 x 260 mm) is often 
missing from copies of this edition. (see reproduction on preceding page). 

 

This edition should not be confused with the 12mo edition of the same year 
consisting of the text only, without the commentaries.  

 

§ Brunet V, 1046; Schweiger 1100; Dibdin II, 516-517. 
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The Birth of the Novel 
29.  XENOPHON [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα 
Α.Β.Γ.Δ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor priores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538. 
 

4to, 126, [2] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and 
imprint; woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1115] on title and last leaf; woodcut 
historiated Greek initials.                  $2,400    

BOUND WITH:  
 

XENOPHON. [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα 
Ε.Ζ.Η.Θ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor posteriores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1539. 
139, [1] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and imprint; 
woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1119] on title and last leaf; woodcut 
historiated Greek initials. 

 

BOUND WITH:  
 

HERMOGENES. [Greek]. Ἑρμογένους τέχνη ῥητορικὴ τελειοτάτη. Hermogenis 
Ars Rhetorica absolutissima. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538. 32 pages. Printed entirely in 
Greek, except for two lines of title and imprint; woodcut printer's device 
[Renouard 1119] on title; woodcut historiated Greek initial at beginning of text. 
The three works bound together in handsome modern calf, five raised 
bands on spine, original red edges; some light, inoffensive foxing. At foot of 
first title page is an ownership inscription in a contemporary hand; the name has 
been cancelled in ink, but the Christian name ('Joannes') can be made out, as well 
as 'Carpentoractensis' (i.e. of Carpentras). 
 

 
 

The second separate printing of the Greek text of Xenophon's Cyropaedia 
("Education of Cyrus"), a biography of Cyrus the Great, merging fact with fiction, 
so that this work is commonly regarded as the earliest historical novel. 
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Xenophon's straightforward style and didactic approach made the Cyropaedia a 
popular text in Renaissance and seventeenth-century classrooms. The work was 
separately printed for the first time at Louvain, in 1527 (Hoffmann III, 581). 

 

Part I consists of the first four books, and part II of the last four. Both parts were 
produced with generous margins for entering the student's notes. A 
contemporary hand has entered marginalia on seven pages of Book I.  
 

Bound with the two parts of Xenophon's Cyropaedia is the Progymnasmata of 
Hermogenes of Tarsus, the second-century rhetorician. The Progymnasmata, the 
first of five works in which Hermogenes presented a complete course in school 
rhetoric, was for three centuries the standard elementary introduction to the 
study of the subject, until it was replaced by the abridgment made by 
Aphthonius. 

 

§ XENOPHON: Brunet V, 1492 ("édition peu commune"); Moreau V, 1117 and 1535; 
Hoffmann III, 583; HERMOGENES: Moreau V, 921; not in Hoffmann. 
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