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1 . AICHER, Otto.  Brevis Institutio De Comitiis Veterum Romanorum, libellis tribus 
comprehensa: Quibus accessit Lib. IV. de Comitiis Imperii Romano-Germanici. 
Salzburg: J.B. Mayr, 1678.          SOLD 
                   

12mo, [12] leaves, 138 pp., [3] blank leaves; title printed in red and black, with 
woodcut device; woodcut iniials and typographic headpieces.  Contemporary 
calf, five raised bands on spine, compartments with gilt floral designs; joints 
cracked but sound, head and foot of spine worn. 
 

FIRST EDITION of an influential study, in three books, of ancient Roman law 
and government, specifically of the comitia, the assemblies for electing 
magistrates. The author has added a fourth book in which he deals with the 
comitia of the Holy Roman Empire; in that last section German terms are printed 
in gothic type. 
 

Otto Aicher (1630-1705) was a Benedictine polymath, poet and dramatist, who 
taught poetics, rhetoric, moral, and history at the University of Salzburg, where 
Abraham a Sancta Clara had been one of his pupils. 
 

§ VD17 39:121991L. 
 

!
!
!
!
!
!
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The Quarrel of the Three Marys 
 

2 . BEDA, Noël [Natalis].  Apologia pro filiabus & nepotibus beatae Annae ... contra 
Magistri Iacobi Fabri scriptum: pro communi sanctorum & doctorum sententia. Paris: J. 
Badius Ascensius, 27 February 1520.                  SOLD 
 

4to (195 x 140 mm), [6], 115, [1] leaves (with last blank); roman type; Badius's 
printing-press woodcut device on title, ornamental woodcut initials.  Modern 
suede over boards; red morocco label on spine titled in gilt; early ownership 
inscription at head of title, some manuscript marginalia in the same hand; a fine 
copy. 
 

FIRST EDITION of an attack 
against J. Lefèvre d'Etaples' 
treatise De Maria Magdalena, & 
triduo Christi disceptatio (1517), 
which sparked the controversial 
question Whether in the life of 
Christ there were one or several 
women bearing the name Mary 
Magdalene. Lefèvre's work, in 
which the author argued that 
there were three distinct women 
known under that name, launched 
the elaborate "Quarrel of the three 
Marys". This quarrel involved 
scholars and theologians 
throughout Europe, generating a 
dozen treatises from the pens of, 
among others, François du 
Moulin, tutor of the young 
François I, Josse Clichtove, John 
Fisher, bishop of Rochester, 
Cornelius Agrippa of Nettesheim, 
Symphorien Champier, Willibald 
Pirckheimer, and the present work 
by Noël Beda (c 1470-1537), a 

leading member of the faculty of theology of the University of Paris. 
 

§ Moreau II, no. 2247; Renouard, Imprimeurs et libraires parisiens II, no. 439; 
Cioranesco 3308; Adams B-445. 
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Rare Illustrated Paris Erasmus Latin New Testament 
 

3 . BIBLE. N.T. Latin. Erasmus.  Novum Testamentum, per D. Erasmum 
Roterodamum novissime recognitum: & insignium historiarum simulachris, cum 
venustati, tum veritati, accomodis illustratum. (Ed. & Tr. Erasmus). [Paris]: François 
Gryphe, 1542 [misdated 1552].                  SOLD 
                  

16mo, 396 leaves. Printer's device on title, and the words "Novvm testamentum" 
set in a cartouche with cherub supporters; the same cartouche is similarly used 
on leaves y1v and g1r consisting of divisional tile-pages for Acts and Epistles 
respectively; titles of the other books are also printed within cartouches, some 
designed with figures of the Evangelists and Apostles. With 97 woodcut 
illustrations, with repetitions, comprising 85 larger blocks (62-70 x 42-45 mm), 
and 12 smaller ones (35 x 26 mm); historiated initials and printed side notes. 
Ruled in red throughout.  18th-century calf, blind fillet round sides, four raised 
bands on spine, compartments decorated with gilt floral designs; leather 
fragment broken off from head of spine, with other surface wear; copy ruled in 
red throughout. PROVENANCE: Contemporary inscription on title ('D[omi]ne 
ut videam' [cf. Luke 18]), signed 'rhymbelot'?); both the inscription and signature 
have been canceled in ink, but are repeated on the last page; the same hand has 
corrected the date on the title-page from 1552 to 1542 by the insertion of an X 
before the L of the roman date (see below). Copy ruled in red throughout. 
 

François Gryphe is known to have issued five fully illustrated 16mo Latin New 
Testaments: four of these (1539, 1540, 1541, 1542) consisted of the Vulgate 
version, and one (the present) being the version by Erasmus [NOTE: Gryphe had 
also published a Vulgate text in 1537 but with woodcuts only for Acts and the 
Apocalypse: see Mortimer 70]. 
 

Of the present Erasmus edition only six copies are known worldwide (besides 
the present): BnF, Versailles, Lausanne, BL, Catholic University of America (DC), 
and Union Theological Seminary (New York). The date 1552 on the title-page is 
an obvious misprint since François Gryphe's printing career ended in 1545 (see 
Renouard, Répertoire des imprimeurs parisiens, pp. 185-6). Consequently, in their 
catalogue of printed Bibles held in Paris collections, M. Delaveau and D. Hillard 
posited that this edition was printed earlier, probably between 1542 and 1545 
(Bibles imprimées du XVe au XVIIIe siècle conservées à Paris [2002], no. 4415: 
"Probablement impr. à Paris, entre 1542 et 1545 malgré la date indiquée au titre"). 
 

The most likely date of 
this edition's publication 
is 1542, the printing 
error having occurred 
by the omission of the 
Roman numeral ‘X’ 
before the ‘L’. In fact, a 
contemporary reader, 
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who apparently acquired the present copy in 1542, has corrected the date by 
inserting the missing 'X', and has written the word "EMI" ("I purchased [it]") 
before his corrected date (the ink is quite faded but still legible: see photo). 
 

François Gryphe, "the first Paris printer to illustrate a Bible in the Renaissance 
style" (A. F. Johnson, "Some French Bible Illustrations in the Sixteenth Century," 
Gutenberg-Jahrbuch (1935), 190, and cf. Mortimer 69) issued two versions of the 
New Testament in 1542, a Vulgate text (see above) and this Erasmus translation. 
Both contained the same series of woodcuts, of which those for the Apocalypse 
are copied from Holbein, while the others, completed in 1539, are original and 
"are well designed with multiple scenes" (Mortimer 69). 
 

This edition adds in appendix Erasmus's “Paraclesis, or Exhortation, to the 
Diligent Study of Scripture,”originally prefaced to his 1516 edition of the Greek-
Latin New Testament. In the Paraclesis, which succinctly summarizes Erasmus's 
own "philosophy of Christ," he calls for the scriptures to be made available and 
accessible to the unlearned.  
 

§ Delaveau & Hillard, Bibles imprimées du XVe au XVIIIe siècle conservées à Paris,  
4415 ("Probablement impr[imé] à Paris, entre 1542 et 1545 malgré la date 
indiquée au titre"); BL STC French, p. 63; not in Vander Haeghen. 
 

  !
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Two Very Rare Hagiographies 
 

4 . BONAVENTURE, Saint.  Legenda maior beatissimi patris Francisci. Paris: Jean 
Frellon [Colophon: Jean Barbier for himself and J. Frellon], [c. 1508].   
 

Small 8vo (124 x 86 mm), 84 leaves (l2 signed l4); gothic type; J. Frellon's device 
[Renouard 331] on title; criblé ornamental initials. 
 

BOUND WITH: 
 

PERAULT, Raimond. Vita dive virginis ac martyris: Christique sponse singularis 
Katherine Costi regis filiae ... Cum dive Helene crucis Christi salutifere inuentricis ad 
calcem adiecto Panegirico (Ed. Jean Cavellat). Paris: J. Badius Ascensius, 8 June 
1511.                       
 

64 leaves; gothic type; small woodcut vignette on title representing St. Catherine; 
criblé ornamental initials.                    SOLD 
 

The two works bound together in 18th-century half calf over sprinkled paper 
boards; gilt-decorated flat spine; binding with surface wear but sound; some 
occasional faint paper browning. PROVENANCE: Bookplate inside upper cover: 
"Ex bibliotheca Renessiana. No. 39.40"[i.e. Théodore, Count of Renesse (1854-
1927), Belgian heraldist and politician]. 
 

I. Possibly the FIRST EDITION of the original Latin text of St. Bonaventure's life 
of St. Francis of Assisi; the work had hitherto appeared in translation only: Italian 
(beginning in 1470), Dutch (1491). Latin editions appeared in 1508 (Pavia) and 
1509 (Florence); although the present Paris edition is undated, it is commonly 
assigned to 1508 based on the colophon in which Barbier is referred to as librarius 
iuratus ('libraire juré'), which he became that year. 
 

***The present appears to be the only known copy bearing the name and device 
of Jean Frellon on the title: see  Renouard, Imprimeurs et libraires parisiens III, p. 
178, no. 244: "Il n'a pas été retrouvé d'exemplaire à son nom." 
 

Bonaventura (1221-1274, canonized in 1482) wrote this biography of St. Francis in 
1263 giving it the title Legenda maior; following the biography of the Saint is an 
account of the miracles that occurred after his death. In 1266 the Franciscan 
Order approved the Legenda maior as the official Life of their founder, and 
decreed the destruction of all others. 
 

II. Second edition (first: Basel 1504), and the first edited by the Franciscan Jean 
Cavellat, of the Life of Saint Catherine and the praise of Saint Helen; the author, 
Raimond Perault (1435-1505), was bishop of Saintes and cardinal of Gurk 
(Austria). 
 

The fourth-century saint Catherine of Alexandria, who was martyred at the order 
of the pagan emperor Maxentius, had become a Christian in her teenage years, 
and converted hundreds of people to Christianity. Saint Catherine was one of the 
most important saints in the religious culture of the late Middle Ages, and is 
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considered the most important of the virgin martyrs. Over 1,100 years following 
her martyrdom, St. Joan of Arc identified Catherine as one of the Saints who 
appeared to her and counseled her. 
 

Both works are quite rare: of the St. Bonaventure the only copy in an American 
collection is that at Yale; of the Perault I could locate no copy of this Paris edition 
or of the first Basel edition in any American collection. 
 

§ I. Renouard, Imprimeurs et libraires parisiens III, p. 178, no. 244; USTC 143394; II. 
Moreau II, no. 183; Renouard, Op. cit. II, no. 173; USTC 180647. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!
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With Unnoticed References to American Indians, 
and Very Early Citations From Montaigne 

 

5 . BOUCHET, Guillaume.  Serees de Guillaume Bouchet, Juge et Consul des 
Marchands, à Poictiers. Livre premier. N.pl. (Imprimé sur la copie faicte à 
Poictiers): n. pr., 1585.                   $4,750  
                   

16mo (114 x 74 mm), [16] leaves (with last blank), 790 pp. 
(without last blank): a-b8 (b8 blank); A-3C8, 3D4 (-3D4); 
roman type; typographical ornament on title, a few 
ornamental initials and headpieces.  19th-century dark 
green morocco (by Maret), three raised bands on 
spine, title stamped in gilt in second compartment, 
Gothic gilt monogram 'M' at foot of spine of the 
noted French literary critic Jules Marsan (1876-1939), 
whose library was sold at auction at Drouot in 1976; 
gilt fillet along edges, gilt inner dentelles; red edges; 
title-page a bit dusty. 
 

The Serées (i.e. "Soirées" = "Evenings") were after-
dinner conversations of citizens of Poitiers meeting 
in the evenings to discuss a great miscellany of 
subjects, e.g., wine (the subject of the first serée, fol. 1-
106; see cf. Oberlé, Fastes de Bacchus, nos. 364-365, 
and Bitting 51 — both citing later editions), water, 
women and girls, dogs, horses, newlyweds, 

cuckolds, thieves, monsters, hunchbacks, lawyers and the law, physicians 
and medicine (Chapter 10 p. 632-712), etc. 
 

The author, Guillaume Bouchet (1513-1593), was a printer- bookseller of 
Poitiers, member of the literary group of the city. The stories were 
intended to amuse an unsophisticated readership, devoid of prudishness, 
and are consequently often quite Rabelaisian in content — Brunet (I, 1166) 
expressed his disgust for the obscenities and sexual double-entendres 
which fill the work, and which, he felt, could only be appreciated by 
people who have a special taste for this kind of questionable humor. 
 

Given the numerous citations from, and references to Montaigne's Essais 
(of which the first book was published in 1580), it is clear that Bouchet was 
one of the earliest writers to cite them, beginning in 1584, date of the first 
edition of the Serées. In this volume Montaigne citations occur in the 
preface [fol. b1v and b3v

r], and pp. 173, 313, 621, 781, and elsewhere: cf. D.M. 
Frame, Montaigne: A Biography, p. 249. Bouchet also mentions Rabelais, 
Ronsard, and Henri Estienne (pp. 128, 622, etc.). 
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The book contains several unnoticed references to the New World: on fol. 
117 the author reports on the deleterious effects on humans of the waters 
of Brazil and Florida; on p. 321 Bouchet refers to "the Devil of the savages 
of America whom they call Aygnan" ("le Diable des Sauvages de 
l'Amerique, qu'il nomment Aygnan"); on p. 255 Bouchet tells of a traveler 
who had been in America reporting that "nos danses estoyent plus lascives 
que celles des Ameriquains & sauvages de la terre de Bresil, encore qu'ils 
soiyent nuds" ("our dances are more lascivious than those of the 
Americans and savages of Brazil, even though they dance in the nude"). 
He furthermore relates that the Indians dance to the rhythm of the music 
provided by "large reeds open at one end." 
 

It may be pointed out that despite this passage, Bouchet's work is not cited 
in any catalogue or bibliography of Americana, including Borba de 
Moraes' Bibliographia Brasiliana. 
 

Bouchet published three collections of Serées, each comprising twelve 
books; this first collection was followed posthumously by a second in 1597, 
and by a third in 1598, and the three collections were first published 
together in 1608. 
 

The first edition of this first collection, which is extremely rare, was issued 
the preceding year at Poitiers published by the author himself; OCLC 
locates four copies: two in France (Paris and Montpellier), one at Oxford, 
and the Harvard copy in the U.S. 
 

I have further identified three editions dated 1585, with no order of 
precedence: 
 

1 . The present edition without name of place of printer, but stating 
that it is based on the Poitiers edition: 'Imprimé sur la copie faicte à 
Poictiers': see Tchemerzine, I, p. 924. 
 

2 . An edition with same imprint ('Imprimé sur la copie faicte à 
Poictiers') and date, but different collation and typesetting of title. 
 

3 . Paris: Gabriel. Buon: Tchemerzine I, p. 926. 
 

§ Tchemerzine, I, p. 924; BL STC French, p. 77; cf. Brunet I, 1165-66. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



E.K. SCHREIBER RARE BOOKS 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 10 

Aesop on Stage 
 

6 . [BOURSAULT, Edme].  Les Fables d'Esope, comedie. Seconde édition. Paris: 
Theodore Girard, 1690.   
 

12mo, Engraved frontispiece, [6] (of 8) leaves (lacking dedicatory epistle: see 
below), 101, [1] pp. Woodcut ornament on title, woodcut head-and tailpieces; 
paper flaw in lower margin on three leaves of preface, touching one letter. 

 

      

BOUND WITH: 
 

LE NOBLE, Eustache. Esope, Comedie. Accomodée au Theâtre Italien. Paris: G. de 
Luynes, et al. [colophon: De l'Imprimerie de Claude Mazuel], 1691.  [7] leaves, 94 
pp. [1] leaf, woodcut head-and tailpieces, plus five engraved plates (including 
frontispiece). 
 

BOUND WITH: 
 

LE NOBLE, Eustache. L'Ecole des sages. Premier [Second] dialogue. Paris: M. 
Jouvenel, C. Mazuel, & J.-B. Langlois, 1692. 47; 48 pp. Woodcut ornaments on 
titles, and 8 engraved plates (including both frontispieces). 
 

BOUND WITH: 
 

LE NOBLE, Eustache. L'Allée de la seringue ou les noyers. Poeme herosatyrique en 
quatre chants [with: La Fradine ou les ongles rognés. Poeme herosatyrique en trois 
chants [and]: L'Heresie détruite. Poëme heroique ... Seconde edition corrigée]. 
Francheville: Eugène Alethophile [colophon: Paris: C. Mazuel], 1690. 48; 34; [8], 
60 pp. [1] leaf; woodcut ornamental headpieces and initials. 
 

All five works bound together in contemporary calf, five raised bands on spine; 
corners and joints worn at head and foot, with other surface wear, but binding 
solid.                      SOLD 
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I. Second edition of Boursault's satirical drama on the manners of the day; the 
play has a remarkable structure, in that it serves as a framework for Aesop's 
Fables, with which it is interspersed. These are in Boursault's verse translations, 
which consciously imitate—but, by the author's own admission in the preface—
do not compete with those of La Fontaine. 
 

As a dramatist, Boursault's name has been immortalized not so much on the 
strength of his plays, but, ironically, as a result of his having been the butt of 
Molière's ridicule in L'Impromptu de Versailles; Boursault (who was engaged also 
in quarrels with Boileau and Racine) later paid a public tribute to Molière 
[NOTE: Due to an error at the time of binding, the title-leaf appears in duplicate, 
and the two leaves of the dedicatory epistle were left out]. 
 
II. FIRST EDITION of the first play written by the notorious and prolific author 
Eustache Le Noble (1643-1711), who wrote much of his works in prison where he 
was confined for forgery and adultery. In bringing to the stage Aesop as the 
main character Le Noble was inspired by the success of Edme Boursault's 
comedy of the previous year — here bound before it. 
 

This first edition opens with an 8-page preface signed "D.L.R." consisting of a 
comparative critique of Boursault's and Le Noble's Aesopian comedies, with a 
distinct preference for the latter. "D.L.R" states that Le Noble, suffering from 
persecution and busy with his political satires, wrote under the additional 
hardships of having to produce his play for actors of the Théâtre Italien, some of 
whom had difficulty speaking French. While he praises Boursault's play, he feels 
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that Le Noble's is superior because Aesop is historically more accurate, 
appearing not as a prime minister—as in Boursault's play—but as a judge in 
Lydia and the lover of Rodope, who had been a slave, like himself. He further 
praises the fables with which Le Noble enlivens Aesop's speeches; he 
furthermore defends Le Noble against the charge of indecency, claiming that the 
play is less offensive in this respect than Boursault's comedy or those of Molière. 
 

One of the play's great attraction are the twelve fables, printed in italic within 
dialogue printed in roman, which Aesop tells when he passes judgment —nine 
of these fables had already been treated by La Fontaine. 
 

Each of the five acts is illustrated with a handsome full-page copper-engraving 
by Franz Ertinger (1640-c. 1710). 
 

 
 

III-IV. FIRST EDITIONS of two imaginary dialogues between Aesop and the 
young Porphyrogenete, intended for the instruction of children of noble families. 
In these dialogues, Aesop means to teach his young interlocutor noble behavior 
and morals through the examples of great personages of the past and present, 
and illustrated by 16 animal fables. 
 

Each of these fables, some of which had also already been treated by La Fontaine 
(e.g. “The City Mouse and the Country Mouse,” “The Crow and the Wolf,” “The 
Wolf and the Lamb,” “The Wolf and the Stork”), is illustrated: there are a total of 
sixteen handsome copper-engraved illustrations by Franz Ertinger (see above), 
printed on eight plates. 
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V. FIRST EDITION of this miscellaneous satyrical collection. The first piece, 
L'Allée de la seringue, which had first been published separately in 1675 
(Cioranescu 42532), is a poem in four parts about the destruction of walnut trees 
that graced the estate of the author's father. The title, "Tree Lane of the Syringe," 
is an allusion to the perpetrators who were members of a family of doctors and 
apothecaries. The poem La Fradine, in three parts, is a satyrical diatribe against 
one Fradel, who was a jailer of the author. Finally, L'Heresie détruite, which Le 
Noble dedicates to Louis XIV, celebrates the latter's revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes in October 1685, declaring Protestantism illegal with the Edict of 
Fontainebleau. 
 

§ I. Cioranescu 15923. II. Cioranescu 42560; Soleinne 3156; see Lancaster, French 
Dramatic Literature in the 17th Century, Part IV, Vol. II, pp. 639-642. III-IV. 
Cioranescu 42529 (citing the second part only [s.v. “Pamphlets périodiques”]). V. 
Cioranescu. 42532, 42537, 42535. 
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7 . CAESAR, Caius Julius.  Rerum ab se gestarum commentarii. Paris: Robert 
Estienne, 1544.             
 

8vo (leaf size: 161 x 96 mm), [16] leaves (ff. 12-13 consist of a map printed on one 
double folding leaf), 523 pp., [54] leaves; italic type; Estienne woodcut device on 
title; two double-page woodcut maps and five full-page woodcut plates. 
 

BOUND WITH: 
 

EUTROPIUS. Eutropii Epitome belli Gallici ex Suetonii Tranquilli monumentis quae 
desiderantur. In C, Iulii Caesaris commentarios de bello Gallico ac Civili, Henrici 
Glareani poetae laureati annotationes. Paris: R. Estienne, 1544. 134 pp., [9] leaves; 
italic type; Estienne woodcut device on title. The two works bound together in 
contemporary light brown roan, single gilt fillet round sides, large gilt arabesque 
ornament at center, spine with five raised bands, small gilt floral tool in 
compartments; all edges gilt; vestiges of four ties. CONDITION: Outer margins 
of first four and last four leaves frayed (the last four also dampstained); some 
surface wear to binding; but overall a fine copy in its first binding.              SOLD 

 

I. Robert Estienne's handy edition of Caesar, printed 
in his new italic, introduced the previous year. The 
text follows that of the 1513 Aldine edition, and even 
reproduces Aldus's preface to the reader. In his own 
note to the reader Estienne claims to have improved 
the text from ancient manuscript evidence, as well as 
from the help of some of his learned friends. 
 

The Estienne Caesar is rare in such good condition, 
especially in a contemporary  binding, as this copy, 
and with all seven woodcut plates present: these 
consist of the two double-page maps of Gaul and 
Spain, and the full-page woodcuts of Caesar's bridge 
over the Rhine, views of Bourges, Alesia, Marseille, 
and Uxellodunum. These seven Paris blocks were 
adapted from the illustrations in the Aldine edition, 
and were used the previous year by Vascosan in his 
folio Caesar (see Mortimer, French Books, no. 124). 
 

Following Caesar's text is the geographical 
alphabetical commentary by Raimundus Marlianus. 
 

II. As a companion to the Caesar, with which it is often bound, Estienne printed 
this epitome attributed to Eutropius of Suetonius's account of the Gallic War; 
following Eutropius's text are printed the commentaries on Caesar by the famed 
Swiss humanist Henricus Glareanus (1488-1563). 
 

At the end is a helpful Latin-French glossary of place names mentioned by 
Caesar. 
 

§ I. Renouard 61:15; Schweiger 42; Schreiber 72; II. Renouard 61:13; Schweiger 42; 
Schreiber 73. 



E.K. SCHREIBER RARE BOOKS 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 15 

The Ramus-Charpentier Mathematical Litigation 
 

8 . CHARPENTIER, Jacques.  Admonitio ad Thessalum, Academiae Parisiensis 
methodicum, de aliquot capitibus Prooemii mathematici: quae continet eiusdem 
Carpentarii praelectiones in sphaeram. Paris: Thomas Brumen, 1567.                 $1 ,400  
 

8vo, [4], 104 (misnumbered 102) leaves; Brumen's woodcut publisher's device 
{Renouard 90] on title; woodcut initials and headpieces.  Contemporary vellum; 
endpapers renewed; occasional marginal dampstains; overall a fine copy. 
 

FIRST EDITION of one of the major works in the 
notorious "Ramus-Charpentier Mathematical 
Litigation." This dispute opened when the 
celebrated philosopher and grammarian Pierre 
de La Ramée (Ramus, 1515-1572), who was at the 
time, dean of the regius professors at the Collège 
de France, suggested to the newly-appointed 
regius professor of mathematics, Dampestre 
Cosel, that he should conduct his lectures in a 
more modern method, i.e., by explaining Euclid 
rather than the Sphere of Sacrobosco. After Cosel 
was pressured into resigning his chair, Ramus 
succeeded in obtaining from Charles IX letters 
patent regulating future appointments to the 
regius professorship of mathematics: henceforth, 
any candidate would be obliged to be subjected 
to a public examination by the rest of the royal 
faculty. 
 

Cosel's successor, Jacques Charpentier (1521-
1574), a protégé of the Cardinal of Lorraine, who was hostile to Ramus, refused 
to submit to the examination; hence Ramus, in his capacity of dean, began a 
campaign against him, and Charpentier met everyone of Ramus's published 
attacks with his own counter-attacks; in one of these he went so far as to accuse 
his adversary of being an atheist, a libel which caused him to be imprisoned for a 
while. 
 

The present work consists of Charpentier's lectures on mathematics after 
becoming regius professor in 1566 — it is significant that his subject is the Sphere 
(and not Euclid) and that he dedicates the work to his patron the Cardinal of 
Lorraine. As the title indicates, the volume opens with an "Admonitio ad 
Thessalum" ("Warning to Thessalus"), "Thessalus" being the author's name for 
Ramus, whose mathematical views are bitterly attacked throughout (for a 
detailed account of the Ramus-Charpentier controversy, see R. Goulding, 
"Pythagoras in Paris: Petrus Ramus Imagines the Prehistory of Mathematics," 
Configurations, Volume 17, Winter 2009, pp. 51-86). 
 

§ Renouard, Imprimeurs & libraires parisiens, Fasc. Brumen, no. 84; Ong, Ramus and 
Talon Inventory, p. 503. 
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With an Early Critique of Copernicus 
 

9 . CHOLIÈRES, Nicolas de.  Les Apresdisnees. Paris: J. Richer, 1587.             SOLD 
 

12mo, [8], 291 Leaves (misnumbered 191); printer's device [Renouard 989] on 
title; woodcut initials, head- and tailpieces.  19th-century brown crushed 
morocco, five raised bands on spine, title and imprint stamped in gilt in two 
compartments, inside gilt dentelles, gilt edges (by Pagnant); very light wear to 
heads of joints; inside front cover is a small bookplate with inscription, "In libris 
Curvatus Consciens in libris"; on title-page are the early inscriptions, "Spes mea 
Deus," and "Supplicio laus tuta semel" (see below). Paper lightly darkened 
throughout; overall a fine copy. 
 

FIRST EDITION (see below) of a collection of nine miscellaneous anecdotes and 
dialogues, composed in a Rabelaisian style by Nicolas de Cholières (1509-1592). 
The title, Les Apresdisnees, suggests that these dialogues took place in the 
evenings, after dinner — two years previously Cholières had published a similar 
collection of nine such dialogues for morning chats, titled Matinées (1585). 

 

The chapters deal with such philosophical, 
historical, scientific, philological and social subjects 
as, “On Waking and Sleeping”; “On Marriage: 
Whether it is preferable to remain single or to 
marry”; “Of Marital Power: to wit, whether a 
husband may beat and punish his wife”; “On the 
Chatter and Gossip of Women”; “On Lunatics”; “On 
Prognostication and Astrological Predictions”, etc. 
In this last-named chapter on prognostication, the 
author spends five pages (fol. 227v-229v) discussing 
Copernicus, whose name was still not widely 
known in France, reducing the great scientist's 
cosmology to mere astrological ramblings. 
 

Cholière's two miscellaneous collections were 
highly popular upon publication, due in large part 
to their Rabelaisian ribaldry. (It must be mentioned 
that although an earlier edition of the Apresdinees, 
dated 1585, is sometimes cited [e.g. by Cioranesco, 
6600], such an edition never existed, but owes its 

creation to a misdating of a copy with a mutilated title-page cited by 
Tchemerzine [II, 370], consisting of 240 pages, which was to be the page-count of 
later editions of the work, beginning with the second of 1588.) 
 

The early Latin inscription on the title-page, "Supplicio laus tuta semel" ('He that 
was worthy of praise was one free from punishment') derives from a device in 
Claude Paradin's classic emblem book, Devises Heroiques, first printed in 1551 
and reprinted often. 
 

§ Cioranesco 6601; Tchemerzine II, 370; Gay-Lemonnyer I, 251.!
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Rare French Historical Drama: One of Only 50  Copies Printed 
 

10 . GUIBERT, Jacques-Antoine-Hippolyte de.  Le Connetable de Bourbon, tragédie 
en cinq actes. Paris: [P. Didot the elder], 1785.        $850  
 

12mo (132 x 76 mm), 105 pages.  Contemporary straight-grain dark green 
morocco, gilt edges (by P. Bozerian), double blind fillets round sides with small 
gilt fleurons at corners, flat spine with eight gilt fillets and title stamped in gilt in 
second compartment, gilt fillet along edges and richly gilt inner dentelles; purple 
silk doublures. PROVENANCE: On inner front cover is the small gilt green 
leather armorial label of Armand Cigongne (No. 1690 in the 1861 sale of his 
library); later bookplate of H. Houyvet on front free endpaper verso. 
 

FIRST EDITION of a popular historical drama by the French general and military 
writer Jacques-Antoine-Hippolyte, Comte de Guibert (1743–1790), author in 1772 
of an essay on tactics printed in London, which was very influential in his time. 
 

Guibert's Le Connetable de Bourbon, a tragedy in five acts, first represented in 1776 
at Versailles at the request of Queen Marie Antoinette who admired it greatly, 
deals with the exploits and death of Charles III, Duke of Bourbon (1490–1527), 
French military leader who commanded the Imperial troops of Charles V in what 
became known as the Sack of Rome in 1527, where he was killed. 
 

This first edition is sometimes erroneously dated 1776, due to confusion with the 
original date of representation (see, e.g. Cioranescu 33013). The author himself 
states in his preface that after being represented at Versailles the tragedy lay 
fallow for ten years, circulating only in manuscript; he finally decided to have it 
published taking the opportunity of revising both its content and style ("Je l'ai 
retouchée tant pour le fond que pour le style"). 
 

Of this first edition, issued in fifty copies only, there appears to be no copy in any 
American collection — nor of the second edition issued the following year. 
 

§ Brunet II, 1803 (indicating P. Didot the elder as printer, and stating that only 50 
copies were printed); Cioranescu 18C, 33013 (with wrong date: see above). 

 

!
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A Post Mortem Defense of Erasmus: Including an Early Biography 
 

11 . [ERASMUS] HEROLD, Johannes Basilius.  Philopseudes sive pro Des. Erasmo 
Roterodamo V.C. contra Dialogum famosum Anonymi cuiusdam, Declamatio. Basel: 
Robert Winter, 1542.                   $2 ,800  
 

8vo, [24], 196, [2] pp.; woodcut printer's device at the end; reproduction of 
Erasmus's epitaph in roman capitals within border on p. 82, woodcut diagram on 
p. 135; two woodcut ornamental initials.  Sober modern brown calf, single blind 
fillet round sides, four raised bands on spine. 
 

FIRST (and apparently only) EDITION of an oration in defense of Erasmus 
against a pamphlet in the form of a dialogue critical of him, titled In Des. Erasmi 
Roterodami funus, Dialogus lepidissimus ("A most Pleasant Dialogue on the Funeral 
of Erasmus of Rotterdam" [Basel 1540]); although published pseudonymously as 
the work of one 'Philalethes' ("Lover of Truth"), this is now known to be the work 
of the cantankerous Italian humanist Ortensio Lando (also known as Landi, c. 
1505-1555), to whom Herold refers as 'Philopseudes' ("Lover of Lies"). 
 

The intent of Lando's pamphlet, a lively fantasy containing both strong criticism 
and extravagant praise of Erasmus, published four years after the latter's death, 
remains uncertain. But in the mind of Johannes Herold (1511-c. 1580) there was 
no doubt; in the present oration against Lando's dialogue, which he took as the 
outpouring of a mind poisoned against Erasmus, Herold attributes to Lando 
himself the unflattering judgments reported against Erasmus, which included 
the desecration of his body by monks at his funeral, and charges that he was of 
illegitimate birth. As to the contradictions in Lando's work, Herold finds in them 
only the two-faced nature of their author. 
 

Herold's work is important also as presenting a very early Life of Erasmus. At 
one point the author has Erasmus speaking in the first person recounting the 
high points in his life; he gives thanks for his birth among the Dutch — a people 
without deceit — at a time of the revival of good literature. He recounts his own 
efforts to draw young people to purer studies and says of his satirical writings 
that they were intended not to bite but to admonish. Finally he came to Basel, 
which was congenial to him in every way, producing much his work there under 
the protection of its rulers. Herold appeals to the luminaries of Basel and to the 
emperor himself to vindicate Erasmus's reputation (cf. B. Mansfield, Phoenix of 
His Age. Interpretations of Erasmus [Toronto, 1979], pp. 103-106). 
 

A remarkably rare book of which the only copies in US collections appear to be 
those at the U. of Iowa and the Lutheran Theological Seminary (Philadelphia). 
 

§ VD16, H2552; Vander Haeghen III, p. 28; not in BL, not in Adams. 
 

See illustrations on following page 
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Including a Rare Bookseller's Catalogue 
12 . [MACÉ, François].  Histoire des quatre Cicerons, dans laquelle on fait voir par les 
historiens Grecs & Latins, que le fils de M.T. Ciceron étoit aussi illustre que son pere. 
Paris: En la boutique de la Veuve Barbin, chez Pierre Huet, 1714.                  SOLD 
 

12mo, [16], 257, [37] pp. title vignette, headpieces.  Contemporary sprinkled calf; 
corners and joints worn (but holding); all edges gilt. 
 

FIRST EDITION of this strange dissertation on the "four Ciceros," published 
anonymously but attributed by Barbier to the French theologian François Macé 
(ca. 1640-1721). The work consists essentially of a biography of Marcus Tullius 
Cicero the younger, only son of the great orator, whom the author is proud to 
have "unburied" from oblivion ("je me suis applaudi d'avoir déterré le fils de 
Ciceron"). As stated in the title, the book's questionable thesis is to prove that the 
younger Cicero was as great and illustrious as his famous father -- incidentally, 
according to Seneca, Cicero junior was known mainly as a drunkard! 
 

This first Paris edition, which is quite rare (the only copy in an American 
collection is that at Loyola University) should not be confused with a different 
one published at the Hague. 
 

Although WorldCat calls for only 23 final pages, this copy contains an additional 
14 pages consisting of a 3-page privilege, and an 11 page catalogue, with prices, 
of books available at the shop of the early 18th-century Paris publisher-
bookseller Pierre Huet, including forthcoming titles ("Livres sous presse"). 
NOTE: The second leaf of this catalogue is misbound at the end of the volume. 
 

§ Cf. Barbier, Dictionnaire des ouvrages anonymes II, 763 (citing the 1715 edition 
printed at The Hague). 

!
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Three Very Rare French Grammatical Works 
 

13 . [MACÉ, Jean].  La politesse de la langue francoise pour parler puremant et ecrire 
nettemant. Par Noel François Predicateur du Roy. III. Edition. Brussels: Balthasar 
Vivien, 1663.   
 

12mo, [12] leaves, 215 pp. Woodcut ornament on title. 
 

BOUND WITH: 
 

LA GRUE, Thomas. Grammatica Gallica, ex celebrioribus grammaticis collecta, in 
pluribus aucta & emendata. Editio tertia auctior et emendatior. Amsterdam: P. Le 
Grand, 1671. [6] leaves, 236 pp., [1] leaf. Woodcut armillary sphere on title. 
 

BOUND WITH: 
 

GRAMMATICA. Grammatica Gallica. Succincta, sed accurata, in usum illustris 
Collegii Würtembergensis, edita. Tübingen: J. A. Cellius, 1656. 192 pp.                $950  
 

The three works bound together in contemporary vellum over boards; early 
inscription on first title, 'Bibliotheca Viennensis. Schol: Piarum'; early engraved 
armorial bookplate inside front cover; purchase entry on free endpaper dated 
Tübingen 1671, with early ms. corrections on the first 30 pages of text. 
 

Three very rare handbooks for learning French, apparently aimed at foreigners, 
bound together in  the 17th century. 
 

I. A guide to speaking and writing French correctly and clearly by Jean Macé 
(1600-1671), a Carmelite Friar, here writing under the pseudonym "Noel 
François," who was known in religion as Père Léon de Saint-Jean; he also used 
the noms-de-plume "Du Tertre," and "François Irénée."  Barbier cites 1656 and 
1664 Paris editions of this work, as well as a 1668 Lyon edition; the BNF has 1663, 
1664, and 1672 editions. No copy of any edition is located in America by NUC, 
WorldCat, or RLIN. 
 

II. Thomas de La Grue (1620-1680), a physician, took refuge in Holland on 
religious grounds. Cioranescu (939275) cites only an editio altera: Amsterdam 
1664, which is also the only edition at the BNF. 
 

III. Apparently the only edition of this French grammar, composed in Latin. This 
very rare work was published for quite a restricted readership: the title states 
that it was printed for the use of students of French in Württemberg. A very 
elusive work of which OCLC and KVK locate only three copies, all in German 
collections (Augsburg, Coburg, and the Württembergische Landesbibliothek). 
 

§ I. Brunet IV, 90 ("Ce petit ouvrage n'est pas commun" [erroneously attributing 
the authorship to "François Noel"]); Barbier III, 941; II. Cioranescu (the 1664 
edition); III. Not in VD17. 
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With a Series of 28  Ghoulish Plates 
 

14 . MANNI, Giovanni Battista, S.J.  La Prigione eterna dell' Inferno dissegnata in 
immagini, et espressa in essempii...terza impressione. Venice: G.G. Hertz, 1668.  SOLD  
 

8vo (143 x 94 mm), [1] leaf, 126 pp., including 28 full-page engraved plates; each 
page of text and plates printed within a double-rule border; ornamental woodcut 
initials.  Modern colorfully and gilt-textured silk over boards; margins cut a bit 
short. 
 

Manni's very popular — and rare — "Eternal Prison of Hell", which he describes 
as being "Illustrated in pictures and expressed in examples," was aimed at the 
"hard-hearted sinner" ('Al peccatore duro di cuore') warning him about the 
unspeakable tortures that await him in Hell. These tortures, some of which make 
Dante's Inferno a leisurely walk in the park, are illustrated with a series of 28 
graphic representations whose naive exaggerations betray their author's 
objective of addressing an unsophisticated readership. 
 

Giovanni Battista Manni (1606-1682) was a prolific Italian Jesuit author from 
Modena. First published in 1666, this rare work was reprinted in 1667, 1668 (the 
present edition), 1669, 1673, and 1688; the work's wide-ranging popularity may 
be assessed by its early translations — Bohemian (1676: De Backer-Sommervogel 
VII, 1576/4), Polish (1695 [with another new translation into that language in the 
early twentieth century, in 1901]). 
 

§ Cf. De Backer-Sommervogel V, 500, no. 4 (citing 1669 as the earliest edition). 
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A French Gastronomic Classic 
 

15 . [MASSIALOT, François].  Nouvelle instruction pour les confitures, les liqueurs, 
et les fruits. Avec la maniere de bien ordonner un dessert, & tout le reste qui est du 
devoir des maîtres d'hôtels, sommeliers, confiseurs, & autres officiers de bouche. Paris: 
[Estienne Chardon, for] Charles de Sercy, 1692.               SOLD 
            

12mo, 12] leaves, 444 pp., [10] leaves, + 1 
folding woodcut plate; two woodcut figures in 
text; publisher's woodcut device on title; 
woodcut head-and tailpieces.  Contemporary 
calf, back gilt in compartments, five raised 
bands; joints and spine extremities repaired; 
two small round wormholes in first half of 
volume, mostly marginal and extending into a 
larger patch in about 20 leaves occasionally 
touching a letter. PROVENANCE:  Bookplate 
of the chef de cuisine P.J.C. Orsi, and blind 
stamp on front free endpaper of Claude-Michel 
Benyer. 
 

FIRST EDITION of this gastronomic classic of 
the reign of Louis XIV; it became an extremely 
popular best seller, and was constantly reissued 
over the entire next century -- the last recorded 
edition came out in 1791. 
 

So popular was the work that a pirated edition 
was published, also dated 1692, with which the 
present genuine first edition is often confused 
(e.g. by Cagle: see below). The counterfeit 
edition may be identified by its different 
collation (its pages are numbered 442, not 444), 
and the appended Table consists of only nine 

leaves; furthermore, by the absence of a publisher's device on its title-page, as 
well as of the folding plate and the two in-text woodcuts (for further details, see 
Oberlé, Les Fastes de Bacchus et de Comus [1989], no. 94). It must be mentioned, 
however, that Oberlé erroneously states that the counterfeit edition does not 
include the two leaves of privilege, which it in fact does. 
 

The work was issued anonymously but is universally attributed to François 
Massialot (Limoges c. 1660 – Paris 1733), who served as chef de cuisine to various 
noble houses, including that of Philippe I, Duke of Orléans, the brother of Louis 
XIV. This Nouvelle instruction was intended to serve as a sequel to Massialot's 
equally popular Nouveau cuisinier roial et bourgeois published the previous year 
under the same imprint, also anonymously. Both of these works were used by 
professional chefs throughout the 18th century, and were issued together in 
various translations, including English as "The Court and Country Cook ... 
Together with New Instructions for Confectioners" (1702). 
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The work is divided into three parts: each with its own table of contents: 1) 
Instruction on all aspects of making preserves (confitures) from a great varieties of 
fruits; 2) Recipes for making liqueurs for each season, and making a variety of 
ices with flowers and fruits; chapter VIII in this section deals with Coffee, Tea, 
and chocolate; 3) A discussion of fruit, "Where one learns the quality, merit and 
maturity of all sorts of fruits and how to serve them," with suggestions of the 
month or season when they are at their most flavorful. 
 

In Chapter XXVIII of Part 1 Massialot introduces the word meringue to the French 
language (pp. 186-188), just as he had introduced the term crème brûlée the 
previous year in his Nouveau cuisinier royal et bourgeois. 
 

The folding woodcut plate depicts a table heaped-up with various sweets and 
preserves; the two smaller woodcuts depict, respectively, a "Model of desserts for 
a table of twelve settings" (p. 436), and a "Model of dessert for a round table" (p. 
439). 
 

§ Vicaire 453-454; Horn-Arndt 169; see Cagle, A Matter of Taste, 320 (the 
counterfeit edition, erroneously identified as the genuine first); Oberlé 94 (the 
counterfeit edition); Simon, Bibl. Gastronomica, 1021 (the 1725 edition); Bitting 584 
(the 1733 edition). 
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A Mysogynistic Classsic 
 

16 . NEVIZZANO, Giovanni.  Silva nuptialis bonis referta modicis. Paris: P. Vidoue 
for J. Kerver, 1521.                     $2 ,750  
 

8vo, [16], cxxxvi (misn. cxlv) leaves; gothic type; title printed in red and black, 
with Kerver's Unicorn device [Renouard 508], and a larger version [Renouard 
507: this edition cited] at the end; ornamental criblé initial; ruled in red 
throughout.  Contemporary blind-stamped calf, worn, newly rebacked; original 
gilt edges; ruled in red throughout; some manuscript notes on title, nineteenth-
century bibliographical note on fly-leaf. 
 

Second edition (often cited as the first: see below) of the best known (and most 
notorious) work of the distinguished Italian jurist and humanist Giovanni 
Nevizzano (c. 1490-1540), who taught at the University of Turin, and author of 
the earliest legal bibliography. This curious legal treatise ("The Forest of 
Matrimony"), which considers marriage under the aspects of Roman law, canon 
law, and even of practical hygiene, earned its author the reputation of a rabid 
misogynist. 
 

Nevizzano addresses judicial problems connected with virginity, marriage, 
sexual matters, domestic manners, morals and estates. Although his view of 
women in this work is believed to have been satirical and sarcastic, yet, because 
of his consistently serious tone his views were taken literally by many. Thus, for 
instance, Nevizzano declares that God, after creating Man, delayed the creation 
of Woman so that he could do so at the same time as He created animals. And 
even then, He only fashioned her body, not wishing to be involved in the 
fashioning of her head, leaving its structure to be the task of the Devil. 
 
Ruth Kelso, in her authoritative Doctrine for the Lady of the Renaissance (Urbana, 
1956, p. 9), relates the story that the women of Turin, where Nevizzano lived, 
were so outraged by this libelous book, that they were instrumental in having its 
author banished in disgrace from the city. Some time after he did win the repeal 
of his sentence, but only on his knees, wearing on his forehead as a visible sign of 
his repentance these two verses: 
 

Rusticus est verè qui turpis dicit de muliere, 
Nam scimus verè, quod omnes sumus de muliere 

 

(“In truth, boorish is he who spoke shamefully of woman,/For, in truth, we 
know that we all come from woman.”) 
 

Nevizzano's misogyny, along with his relaxed views about fornication and 
concubinage, which he did not consider mortal sins, attracted the Church's 
attention. He was commanded to remove some of the more objectionable 
passages in subsequent editions, which he did beginning with the 1524 printing. 
Thus the present 1521 edition is one of only two to preserve the author's original 
text (the Silva was eventually placed on the Roman Index of 1596 [Bujanda IX, p. 
616-617, and p. 972]). 
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Although this Paris edition is sometimes cited as the first edition of the Silva 
nuptialis, it is in fact the second: the first being an extremely rare Asti imprint, 
dated 1518. 
 

§ Moreau III, no. 188; Brunet IV, 47; Durling 3333; Pettegree & Walsby, Books 
Published in France Before 1601, no. 80629; Gay-Lemonnyer III, 1162. 
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17. PECKHAM (or PECHAM), John, Archbishop of Canterbury.  Divinaru[m] 
sententiaru[m] libroru[m] Biblie ad certos titulos redacte: Collectariu[m]. Paris: W. 
Hopyl, for F. Birckman (Cologne or London), 17 March 1513.             SOLD  
 

8vo, [16], 319, [1] leaves; gothic type; Birckman 's publisher's woodcut device on 
title-page; on the last leaf recto is a full-page woodcut illustration of St. Francis of 
Assisi.  Contemporary  blind-stamped pigskin, rebacked at an early date with 
parchment; two original metal catches, with vestiges of the two clasps; bound in 
at the end are four leaves containing an index to the work written in a 
contemporary hand, and dated 1528; these leaves are heavily dampstained (for a 
fuller condition report, see below). 
 

FIRST EDITION of a collection of 
selections in Latin from the Bible, arranged 
by subjects, and collected under four 
general headings: 1. Attitudes and Sins to 
be avoided (e.g. Pride, Arrogance, Envy, 
Anger, Hate); 2. Return to God; 3. 
Conversion; 4. The Seven Virtues opposed 
to the Seven Vices. 
 

The texts were edited by John Peckham (or 
Pecham, c. 1220 – 1292), Archbishop of 
Canterbury from 1279 to 1292. Peckham, a 
Franciscan, studied at the University of 
Paris under Bonaventure, where he would 
later teach theology. From his teaching, he 
came into conflict with Thomas Aquinas, 
whom he debated on the nature of the 
soul. Peckham also studied optics and 
astronomy, and his studies in those 
subjects were influenced by Roger Bacon. 
In around 1270, Peckham returned to 

England, where he taught at the University of Oxford. After a brief stint in Rome, 
he was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury in 1279. 
 

NOTE: Although absolutely complete, this very rare first edition (of which the 
only copy in an American collection is that at St. Bonaventure University) does 
have some condition issues: there is a small patch of worming in the blank upper 
margins of the first six leaves, which affects the first few letters of the title; the 
title-leaf is frayed at the margins; the final leaf, with the full-page woodcut of St. 
Francis, is also frayed and is detached; some text leaves are dampstained. The 4-
leaf manuscript index bound at the end is considerably dampstained; the binding 
is warped. 
 

§ Moreau II, no. 685; Adams P-532; BM, STC French 56; Shaaber, Check-list of 
Works of British Authors Printed Abroad, P56 (misdated).!

!
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Preciosity in 17th-Century France 
 

18 . [SOMAIZE, Antoine Baudeau, de].  La Politique des coquettes. Histoire 
veritable. Dediée à Madmoiselle de Scudery. Paris: Jean Ribou, 1660. 
 

12mo, [12], 77, [5] pp., [1] blank leaf; woodcut ornament on title; typographical 
headpieces.    

BOUND WITH: 
 

ERASMUS. La Femme mécontente de son mari, ou entretien de deux Dames sur les 
obligations & les peines du Mariage (Tr. H.F. La Rivière). Troyes; Chez Jean-Antoine 
Garnier, n. d. (privilege dated 9 July 1729). 48 pp. Woodcut of two conversing 
women on title-page. The two works bound together in 18th-century calf-backed 
boards; joints cracked but holding; paper of second work of poor quality and 
slightly darkened. From the prestigious library of M.A. Rochebilière (lot 1726 in 
the June 1884 auction sale catalogue of his library).                SOLD 
 
 

            
 

FIRST EDITION of an anonymous work generally attributed to Antoine Baudeau 
de Somaize (1630-c. 1680) who owes his reputation in French literary history 
entirely to the dozen or so works he published concerning préciosité — 
specifically as expressed by précieuses (or, as here, coquettes). Précieuses, in its 
pejorative sense, referred to affected or pretentious women, especially ones 
marked by preciosity in manner or speech. The present work appeared a year 
after Molière's Les Précieuses ridicules (1659), the celebrated dramatist's comedy on 
the same theme. 
 

Somaize was also interested in the language, marked by neologisms and striking 
verbal usage, exhibited by the précieuses; it has been pointed out that he "is the 
only writer of the seventeenth century who seems to have realized that in 
préciosité he was observing a curious phenomenon worth recording" (J. Warshaw, 
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"The Identity of Somaize," in Modern Language Notes, vol. XXIX, Feb. 1914, p. 33). 
In fact, the same year as the present work Somaize published a dictionary 
recording the vocabulary of the précieuses (Le Grand dictionnaire des pretieuses). 
In the present Politique des coquettes, ("coquette" is here used as a synonym of 
précieuse but with an added element of flirtiness), which he dedicates to the 
celebrated French woman of letters Madeleine de Scudéry (1607-1701), Somaize 
tells of three coquettes riding in a coach around Paris, while their three maids 
accompany them in another coach. On their way, the three maids, who we learn 
are as bright — if not more so — as their mistresses, discuss books recently 
published (including those by Somaize himself), and decide to write an account 
of their mistresses under the title Politique des coquettes — the present book by 
Somaize — in which they describe the various types of coquettes: the proud 
coquette, the secretive coquette, and the lovelorn coquette. 
 

II.  La Femme mécontente de son mari, ("The Wife Dissatisfied with her Husband") 
is a translation of Coniugum ("Marriage"), one of the dialogues in Erasmus's 
Colloquies. The two participants are Eulalia and Xanthippe, named after the 
shrewish wife of Socrates. This translation, by the Marquis Henri-François de La 
Rivière (1642-1738), first appeared in 1707 (Cioranescu [18C] 37155). 
 

§ I. Cioranescu (17C) 63266; II. Cioranescu (18C) 37155 (the 1707 edition). 
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The Conversion of Jews 
 

19 . STAFFELSTEINER, Paulus.  Warhafftig widerlegung, der grossen verfelschung 
der Judischen Lerer, des 22. Psalm wider iren eygenen buchstaben darinnen auch ein 
bekrefftigung Jesu Christi. Nuremberg: Hans Guldenmundt, 1536.             $2 ,500  
 

4to (202 x 156 mm), [40] leaves (with the last blank); gothic type; handsome 
ornamental woodcut title-border (see description below); woodcut printer's 
device at the end.  Modern wrappers. 
 

FIRST (and only) EDITION. Paul 
Staffelsteiner, originally Nathan Aaron 
(c. 1499-1560), was a baptized Jew from 
Nuremberg who taught Hebrew at the 
University of Heidelberg and later at 
Strassburg. 
 

In all his publications Staffelsteiner's 
principal objective was the conversion of 
Jews. Thus, in the present work, titled 
"True Refutation of the falsification of 
the Jewish teachers of the 22nd Psalm ... 
in support of Jesus Christ," he offers his 
own German translation of the 22nd 
Psalm followed by a commentary in 
which he demonstrates, in opposition to 
the usual Rabbinical exposition, its 
prophetic reference to the crucifixion of 
the Messiah. 
 

The text is printed in clear gothic type in 
two sizes, the larger one for the 

translation of the Psalm. The woodcut title-border depicts God the Father in the 
upper portion, King David and a prophet at sides, and the Crucifixion at foot. 
 

This first edition — which is apparently also the only edition — is quite rare: the 
only copies in US collections that I was able to locate are those at Columbia and 
Yale. 
 

§ VD16, S8500; Kuczynski 2550; STC German Books 828. 
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Henri Estienne's First 'Modern' Publication 
 

20 . STREIN VON SCHWARTZENAU, Richard, freiherr.  Gentium et familiarum 
Romanarum stemmata. [Geneva]: Henri Estienne, 1559.                              $2 ,500  
 

Folio, 60 leaves: *4, A-G8; Estienne device on title; woodcut initials and 
ornaments.  Modern binding consisting of a large manuscript leaf of an early 
antiphonary; vestiges of four ties; in the lower blank margin of the final leaf 
verso is an inscription dated 1599 which has been covered up with a strip of old 
paper, but can still partly be read (see below). 

 

FIRST EDITION of the first work of ancient 
Roman genealogy, by young Baron Strein 
von Schwartzenau (1538-1600), who was 
hardly 20-years old when he completed the 
work, which he dedicates to Archduke 
Charles of Austria. 
 

The book is remarkable in the output of 
Henri Estienne in that it is his first 
publication of a work by a contemporary 
author. Its printing was presumably 
suggested to Estienne by Théodore de Bèze; 
on the title-page verso are printed two 
letters in praise of the work by François 
Hotman and Bèze, with also a Latin poem 
by the latter in praise of the young author 
and his pioneering study of Roman 
genealogy and prosopography. 
 

Each page consists of genealogical tables 
(stemmata) of a particular Roman gens, each 

of which is preceded by a brief historical introduction, including epigraphical 
evidence printed in roman capitals. 
 

This first edition is quite rare, the work being better known through the more 
common reprints by the Aldine press in 1571 and 1591. 
 

In the lower blank margin of the final leaf verso is an early inscription which has 
been covered up with a strip of old paper, but can still partly be read; it appears 
to be a censor’s note, dated 22 May 1599, mentioning that he expurgated the 
Commentarius de verbis iuris, by the Huguenot scholar and jurist François Hotman 
(1524-1590): "Comm. Francisci Hotomani de verbis iuris expurgavit ... xxii maij 1599." 
 

§ Renouard 118: 2; Adams S-1931. 
 

See illustration on following page ! 
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21 . VIRGIL.  P. Virgilii Maronis Georgica, P. Rami ... praelectionibus illustrata. 
(Comm. Pierre Ramus). Paris: André Wechel, 1556.                                         SOLD                                 
 

8vo, 359, [1] pp. (numbered 367, the numbering starting on f.2, with p. 11, as 
called for); Wechel's Pegasus device on title and last leaf; ornamental initials and 
headpieces.  Contemporary calf, single gilt fillet around sides, azured floral 
ornament at centers, five raised bands on spine with little floral ornaments in the 
compartments; neatly rebacked with original spine laid down; minor scattered 
stains. 
 

FIRST EDITION of Pierre de La Ramée's commentary (with the text) on Virgil's 
Georgics. It became quite influential and was often reprinted (1564, 1578, 1583, 
1584). 
 

Pierre de La Ramée (known as Ramus, 1515-1572: see item 8 in this list) was a 
philosopher and grammarian, holder of the royal professorship, and famous as 
an adversary of Aristotle and scholasticism. He became a Protestant and fell a 
victim of the Massacre of St. Bartholomew. In this commentary he deals with 
agriculture as a branch of physics. 
 

§ Kallendorf LG1556.1; Kallendorf, Princeton, p. 114; Mambelli 649; Ong 479; 
Adams V-547; not in STC French. 
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Latin Grammar and War on the Ottoman Empire 
 

22 . WILKE, Andreas.  De grammatica tres oratiunculae ... Quibus contra Turcam, ad 
pietatem adhortatio  subiecta est. Erfurt: M. Wittel, for O. von Riswick, 1595.   SOLD 
 

4to, [32] leaves: A-H4; title within typographical border; ornamental initials and 
headpiece.  Disbound. Blank verso of title and first page of text filled with Latin 
manuscript prose and verse in a contemporary hand; last blank verso covered 
with manuscript text in German. 

 

FIRST (and only) EDITION of this 
startling combination of topics. The first 
portion consists of three rhetorical 
exercises by young students at the Gotha 
gymnasium arguing the benefits or 
disadvantages of studying Latin grammar. 
The first of these, signed Andreas 
Sommer, proposes the question, Whether 
Latin grammar should be studied; the 
second, by Christoph Henricus, argues 
that it should not, and the third, by 
Joachim Herr, replies in the positive by 
offering "A Defense of Grammar Against 
its Antagonists" (Defensio contra osores 
grammatices). 
 

The second section of the book is by the 
celebrated rector of the Gotha gymnasium, 

Andreas Wilke (1562-1631), who served in that capacity for nearly 40 years. 
Wilke is known primarily as the author of the numerous inaugural speeches he 
delivered at Gotha, such as the one here, in which he exhorts his young students 
to defend Christianity by fighting against the Turks. 
 

Three pages of the present copy are covered with substantial manuscript texts 
both in Latin and German, all in a contemporary hand and all pertinent to 
Wilke's anti-Ottoman diatribe. These include a 28-line Latin prose tirade on the 
blank verso of the title, Latin verses on first page of text (including this excerpt: 
Leo rugit ("The Lion roars"); Turba fugit ("The crowd flees"); Roma orat ("Rome 
prays"); Aquila volat ("The eagle flies"); Gallus cantat ("The rooster sings"); Africa 
ardet ("Africa is ablaze"); Asia gemit ("Asia groans"); Europa trepidat ("Europe is 
anxious"); Totus mundus fluctuat ("The whole world is restless"); and, on the final 
blank verso is a 37-line German manuscript, "Prophecey vom Turcken aus Gottes 
Wort reimenweiss." 
 

A very rare item of which no copy may be located in America. 
 

§ VD16, W3104 (with W3103). 
 

See illustrations on following page 
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