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The Origin of the Aldine Dolphin and Anchor Device 
 

1 . [ALDUS] DENARIUS OF THE EMPEROR TITUS.  Silver denarius. Minted in 
A.D. 80.               $850  
Silver coin, 18 mm in diameter, the obverse represents the laureate head of Titus 
facing right, the reverse an anchor entwined by a dolphin.  Inscribed on obverse: 
IMP. TITVS. CAES. VESPASIAN. AVG. P.M.; on reverse: TR. P. IX. IMP. XV. 
COS. VIII. P.P. 

 
(The coin is approximately the size of a dime) 

 

We know from the account by Erasmus in his Adagia that it is from an example of 
this coin, presented to him by Pietro Bembo, that Aldus Manutius borrowed his 
celebrated anchor and dolphin printer's device: "Again, Titus's approval of our 
maxim [i.e., 'Make haste slowly'] can easily be inferred from very ancient coins 
issued by him, one of which I was allowed to inspect by Aldo Manuzio. It was 
struck in silver from ancient dies clearly of Roman date, and he said it had been a 
present to him from Pietro Bembo, a Venetian patrician, a young man who was 
not only a scholar of distinction but also a most industrious explorer of the whole 
field of ancient literature. The design of the coin was as follows: One side showed 
the head of Titus with an inscription, the other an anchor, the central shaft of 
which had a dolphin coiled around it. Now the only meaning conveyed by this 
symbol is that favorite maxim of emperor Augustus, 'Make haste slowly'; and 
this we learn from the ancient texts relating to hieroglyphics" (Adagia II.i.1). 
 

Literary scholars and book historians traditionally attribute this coin to 
Vespasian—an easy confusion, since Titus, Vespasian's elder son, bore the same 
three names as his father (Titus Flavius Vespasianus), but was generally known 
by his praenomen Titus. Numismatists have had much less difficulty correctly 
identifying the denarius as that of Titus: see. e.g., H. Mattingly, Coins of the 
Roman Empire II, p. 235: 72, and B.L. Damsky, "The Throne and Curule Chair 
Types of Titus and Domitian," Revue Suisse de Numismatique, 74 (1995), pp. 59-70. 
 

The coin was minted in A.D. 80, and, according to one theory, was part of a 
series commemorating the prayers voted by the Senate after the eruption of 
Vesuvius in August A.D. 79 (Vespasian had died the previous June). As part of 
the ceremony, sacred couches (pulvinaria) were arranged, each bearing a symbol 
of a particular deity. In this particular case the dolphin and anchor represent 
Neptune (see Mattingly, op. cit., pp. lxxii-lxxiii, followed by C. Foss, Roman 
Historical Coins [London, 1990], pp. 85 and 87). 
 

§ Carradice and Buttrey (2007), Roman Imperial Coinage IIa, p. 206: 112; Cohen, 
Médailles impériales, C 309; Seaby, Roman Silver Coins, p. 58: 309. 
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Very Rare Calvinist Commentary on Paul’s Epistles 
 

2 . ARETIUS, Benedictus.  Commentarii in Epistolas D. Pauli ad Philippenses, 
Colossenses, & in utramque ad Thessal. facili et perspicua methodo conscripti, a D. 
Benedicto Aretio Bernensi Theologo. Morges: J. Le Preux, 1580.               $1,250                  

 
 

8vo, [8], 300 pp., [2] blank leaves; title within a woodcut architectonic border, 
featuring in the upper panel an anthropomorphic army of bears advancing in 
attack; on title verso is a full-page woodcut portrait of the author. Modern brown 
calf, single blind fillet round sides, four raised bands on spine. 
 

 

FIRST EDITION of the commentaries on 
Paul's Epistles to the Philippians, 
Colossians, and Thessalonians by the 
eminent Calvinist theologian and botanist 
Benedictus Aretius (1505–1574), who 
published commentaries on the various 
books of the N.T., of which the present 
first edition was issued posthumously. 
 

The printer Jean Le Preux was first active 
in Paris, and fled to Lausanne c. 1563 
because of religious persecution; he 
established printing establishments in 
Geneva and Morges. His earliest Morges 
publications are dated 1580, in which year 
he printed the present work, along with 
Aretius’ commentaries on the Gospels 
and his Problemata theologica. 
 

A very rare first edition of which the only 
copy in an American collection appears to 
be that at the New York Union 
Theological Seminary. 
 

§ Adams A-1607. 
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With Unnoticed References to American Indians, 
and Very Early Citations From Montaigne 

 

3 . BOUCHET, Guillaume.  Serees de Guillaume Bouchet, Juge et Consul des 
Marchands, à Poictiers. Livre premier. N.pl. (Imprimé sur la copie faicte à 
Poictiers): n. pr., 1585.                    $3 ,750  
 

16mo (114 x 74 mm), [16] leaves (with last blank), 790 pp. (without last blank): a8-
b8 (b8 blank); A-3C8, 3D4 (-3D4); roman type; typographical ornament on title, a 
few ornamental initials and headpieces.  19th-century dark green morocco (by 
Maret), three raised bands on spine, title stamped in gilt in second 
compartment, Gothic gilt monogram 'M' at foot of spine of the noted 
French literary critic Jules Marsan (1876-1939), whose library was sold at 
auction at Drouot in 1976; gilt fillet along edges, gilt inner dentelles; red 
edges; title-page a bit dusty. 

 

The Serées (i.e. "Soirées" = "Evenings") were 
after-dinner conversations of citizens of 
Poitiers meeting in the evenings to discuss a 
great miscellany of subjects, e.g., wine (the 
subject of the first serée, fol. 1-106; see cf. 
Oberlé, Fastes de Bacchus, nos. 364-365, and 
Bitting 51 — both citing later editions), water, 
women and girls, dogs, horses, newlyweds, 
cuckolds, thieves, monsters, hunchbacks, 
lawyers and the law, physicians and medicine 
(Chapter 10 p. 632-712), etc. 
 

The author, Guillaume Bouchet (1513-1593), 
was a printer- bookseller of Poitiers, member 
of the literary group of the city. The stories 
were intended to amuse an unsophisticated 
readership, devoid of prudishness, and are 
consequently often quite Rabelaisian in 
content — Brunet (I, 1166) expressed his 
disgust for the obscenities and sexual double-

entendres which fill the work, and which, he felt, could only be 
appreciated by people who have a special taste for this kind of 
questionable humor. 
 

Given the numerous citations from, and references to Montaigne's Essais 
(of which the first book was published in 1580), it is clear that Bouchet was 
one of the earliest writers to cite them, beginning in 1584, date of the first 
edition of the Serées. In this volume Montaigne citations occur in the 
preface [fol. b1v and b3v

r], and pp. 173, 313, 621, 781, and elsewhere: cf. D.M. 
Frame, Montaigne: A Biography, p. 249. Bouchet also mentions Rabelais, 
Ronsard, and Henri Estienne (pp. 128, 622, etc.). 
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The book contains several unnoticed references to the New World: on fol. 
117 the author reports on the deleterious effects on humans of the waters of 
Brazil and Florida; on p. 321 Bouchet refers to "the Devil of the savages of 
America whom they call Aygnan" ("le Diable des Sauvages de l'Amerique, 
qu'il nomment Aygnan"); on p. 255 Bouchet tells of a traveler who had 
been in America reporting that "nos danses estoyent plus lascives que 
celles des Ameriquains & sauvages de la terre de Bresil, encore qu'ils 
soiyent nuds" ("our dances are more lascivious than those of the 
Americans and savages of Brazil, even though they dance in the nude"). 
He furthermore relates that the Indians dance to the rhythm of the music 
provided by "large reeds open at one end." 
 

It may be pointed out that despite this passage, Bouchet's work is not cited 
in any catalogue or bibliography of Americana, including Borba de 
Moraes' Bibliographia Brasiliana. 
 

Bouchet published three collections of Serées, each comprising twelve 
books; this first collection was followed posthumously by a second in 1597, 
and by a third in 1598, and the three collections were first published 
together in 1608. 
 

The first edition of this first collection, which is extremely rare, was issued 
the preceding year at Poitiers published by the author himself; OCLC 
locates four copies: two in France (Paris and Montpellier), one at Oxford, 
and the Harvard copy in the U.S. 
 

§ Tchemerzine, I, p. 924; BL STC French, p. 77; cf. Brunet I, 1165-66. 
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The "Hammer of Heretics" 
 

4 . COSTER, François, S.J.  Enchiridion controversiarum praecipuarum nostri 
temporis de religione. Cologne: Birckmann for A. Mylius, 1585.        $350  
 

8vo, [20], 336 (numbered 236) pp.; woodcut of enthroned Mary with Child on 
title; woodcut ornamental capitals.  Contemporary blind-tooled pigskin over 
wooden boards, one clasp with catch, and remains of another; binding surface 
very worn, pigskin backstrip worn away from spine, front joint split but holding; 
internally sound with some light browning of paper and scattered foxing (as 
appears to be usual for this edition); early inscription of the monastery of Saint 
Boniface at Fulda on title, and its stamp on verso. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the most important and most influential work by the Belgian 
Jesuit controversial theologian François de Coster (1532-1619). The author's 
unrelenting war against non-believers earned him the name Malleus haereticorum 
("The Hammer of Heretics"). 
 

In the Enchiridion, whose full title translates, Handbook of the Main Religious 
Debates of Our Times, Coster aims at instructing heretics and non-believers, with a 
view on converting them, with chapters on such matters as Holy Scriptures, 
Faith, the Papacy, the Holy Mass, the Eucharist, the Veneration of Saints, 
Purgatory, etc. This immensely influential work was published continuously 
until 1621 and translated into several languages (German, Dutch, Italian). 
 

§ VD16, C5551; De Backer-Sommervogel II, 1514/2; USTC 650219. 
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First Edition of Cyrano's Fantastic Voyage to the Sun 
 

5. CYRANO DE BERGERAC, Savinien.  Les nouvelles oeuvres contenant l'histoire 
comique des Estats & Empires du Soleil . . . et autres pieces divertissantes. Paris: 
Charles de Sercy, 1662.          $1 ,750  
 

Two parts in one volume, 12mo, [23] leaves (including frontispiece portrait by Le 
Doyen after Heince), 556, 168 pp., [3] leaves; a few ornamental capitals and 
headpieces.  Later half vellum over marbled boards; bound a bit tightly; a few 
side-notes cropped closely. 
 

FIRST EDITION of this collection of posthumous works by the celebrated 
freethinker, duelist, dramatist, and a precursor in the field of science fiction. The 
first part consists of Cyrano's description of a fantastic voyage to the Sun: Histoire 
comique des estate et empires du Soleil, which is intended as a sequel to his earlier 
work on the Empires of the Moon (1656); here too, Cyrano's description of the 
Sun's inhabitants and institutions provides an occasion for social and political 
satire. This first edition is recognized as one of the most subversive texts of its 
time, criticizing the monarchy, praising the republic, denying the immortality of 
the soul, etc. 
 

The Sun is described as being divided into various Provinces, one being that of 
the Philosophers, where our hero meets Socrates, Campanella and the latest 
newcomer, Descartes. Among the works in the second group, the most important 
is Cyrano's Cartesian tract on physics, left unfinished at his death: Fragment de 
physique ou la science des choses naturelles (p. [71]-168). 
 

Cyrano’s portrait, designed by Heince and engraved by Le Doyen, was probably 
the origin of the legend of the man with such a prodigious nose. 
 

§ Brunet II, 461; Tchemerzine (Scheler ed.), II, 711; Cioranescu 22749. 
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Pseudonymous Roman à Clef 
 

6 . ERYTHRAEUS, Janus Nicius [i.e. ROSSI, Gian Vittorio].  Iani Nicii Erythraei 
Eudemiae libri decem. Cologne [i.e. Amsterdam?]: Jost Kalckhoven [i.e. J. Blaeu?], 
1645.                   $750  
 

12mo, [16], 253, [3]. Woodcut printer's device on title; woodcut ornamental 
capitals; full-page engraved portrait of the author.  Contemporary vellum over 
boards; binding a bit soiled; some light browning of paper. 
 

Bizarre allegorical and satirical roman à clef in Latin prose and verse, in which 
everything and everyone appears to be pseudonymous—not only the names of 
the characters and places, but even the name of the author himself, the printer 
(Jodocus Calcovius), and the place of publication (Coloniae Ubiorum). 
 

The author, Gian Vittorio Rossi (1591-1640), who wrote and published under a 
Hellenized version of his name, 'Janus Nicius Erythraeus,' was trained in letters 
and philosophy under the Jesuits at the Roman College, and then studied law at 
the Sapienza University of Rome. In 1610 he was appointed secretary to Cardinal 
Andrea Perreti, a position he held until the cardinal's death in 1628. He then 
retired to his house on the Gianicolo in Rome, which became a meeting-place for 
Rossi's fellow intellectuals, including Alessandro Tassoni, Giovanni Ciampoli, 
Leone Allacci, Gabriel Naudé, et al.) 
 

         
 

Rossi's earliest publication was a preliminary version of this work in eight books, 
published in 1637 at an unnamed press but believed, on typographical grounds, 
to be the Leiden branch of the Elzevirs (see Willems 456). In the present second—
but first complete—edition, two books have been added. The narrative begins 
when two first-century Romans caught in the conspiracy of Sejanus against 
Tiberius decide to avoid the emperor's wrath by fleeing by sea into voluntary 
exile. They are caught in a storm which drives them to an island named 
Eudemia, unknown to the rest of the world, and which the author places within 
the same latitude as Plato's Atlantis and Thomas More's Utopia; however, whilst 
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these two earlier models depicted societies that embraced the ideals of every 
virtue, Rossi depicts the citizens of Eudemia (which gives its name to his book) 
as reproducing, in startling fashion, the corrupt customs, not of ancient Rome, 
but of the Rome of his own day—the Rome of the papacy. Everything that the 
two exiles witness about the morals and customs of the inhabitants of Eudemia 
make up the narrative of the work. Thus, under the guise of an allegory, the 
author has unmasked the vices of his fellow-citizens, and in particular, of the 
high dignitaries of the Roman Church. 
 

Literary scholars and historians have been able to unmask some of the 
protagonists' pseudonyms—e.g. ‘Tyrrhenus’ = Cardinal Fabio Chigi, the future 
Pope Alexander VII—but others still await identification. 
 

Although the title page states that the edition was printed at Cologne by Jodocus 
Calcovius (Jost Kalckhoven, a known Cologne printer), it has been suggested that 
the real printer was J. Blaeu in Amsterdam: see Willems, Les Elzevier, p. 114: note 
to no. 456. 
 

§ VD17 23:275940F; Paisey (BL German 17C), E546. 
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7. FRIZON, Léonard, S.J.  De Pace, nuptiis regiis, Delphino, aliisque temporum 
nostrorum rebus clarissimis, poëmata. Editio secunda. Poitiers: Jean Fleuriau, 1661. 
                         $375    
 

12mo, 24, 94, [4] pp. Decorative woodcut head-and tailpieces and initials.  
Contemporary vellum; on title is the early inscription of the Jesuit college of 
Bordeaux; on front and rear free endpapers is the ownership signature of the 
Jesuit missionary Louis Barnabé (d. 1687: see De Backer-Sommervogel I, 904). 
 

Collection of Neo-Latin poems in celebration of the marriage of the Dauphin 
Louis XIV with Maria Theresa of Spain, which took place on 9 June 1660. 
 

The author (1628-1700) taught literature in Bordeaux and was one of the most 
respected and popular Jesuit Neo-Latin poets of the Grand siècle. The collection, 
under the general title De Pace ('On Peace'), consists of Neolatin poems on a 
variety of subjects, including the battle of the Venetian fleet against the Turks at 
the Hellespont, St. Francis Xavier's mission to India, etc. Some of the poems are 
dedicated to Cardinal Mazarin. 
 

Very rare: I have found no mention (or copy) of an edition prior to the present; 
the only copy in an American collection of an ‘editio secunda’ is at Harvard, but 
that one dated is 1662. 
 

§ De Backer-Sommervogel III, 1008, no. 10 (citing no edition earlier than this 
"editio secunda"). 
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Heinsius’s Funeral Orations for Scaliger 
With his nine-line Autograph Presentation Inscription 

 

8. HEINSIUS, Daniel.  In obitum v. illustr. Iosephi Scaligeri ... eruditorum Principis 
Orationes duae. Leiden: Fr. Raphelengius, at the Plantin Press, for L. Elzevier & A. 
Cloucquius, 1609.                 $750  
 

4to, [3] (of 4) leaves, 98 (of 100) pp. Title printed in red and black with a copper-
engraved device of an eagle with the Greek motto AEITOΣ EN NEFELΗSI 
('The eagle in the clouds'); this copy lacks the two portraits and three plates 
between pp. 40 and 41 (see below). On the verso of the title is a nine-line 
autograph dedicatory inscription by Heinsius; on p. 96 in Heinsius's hand is a 
two-line biographical notice about Scaliger.  Original limp vellum binding (loose 
and partly detached); title-page dusty, some dampstains. 
 

FIRST EDITION of two funeral orations for the celebrated scholar Joseph Scaliger 
(1540-1609), delivered by his favorite pupil, Daniel Heinsius (1580-1655). 
Accompanying Heinsius's orations are additional verse tributes, in Greek and 
Latin, by various scholars: Casaubon, Grotius, Lipsius, Dousa, De Thou, et al. 
 

   
 

Heinsius's manuscript dedication is addressed to the prominent French 
statesman Pierre Jeannin (1540-1622) who served as Superintendant of Finances 
under Kings Henri IV and Louis XIII. Heinsius’s dedication reads: 
 

Illustrissimo Viro 
PETRO JANINO 
equestris dignitatis 

Senatus Divionensis Principi 
Regi Francorum ab interioribus consiliis, 

et eiusdem Regis 
ad Ordines Federatos Belgico-Germanicos 

legato 
DANIEL HEINSIUS S.D. 

     
SEE ADDITIONAL PHOTOS ON THE NEXT PAGE !  
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Also on p. 96 in Heinsius's hand is a two-line biographical notice about Scaliger: 
 

 
 
NOTE: This copy is offered purely as a document bearing an inscription in the 
hand of a major humanistic figure. Lacking from this copy are fol. 2, with portrait 
of Scaliger, the three plates between pp. 40-41 representing Scaliger's tomb in 
Verona, and the final leaf with portrait of Scaliger’s father J.C. Scaliger on recto 
and a poem by J. Dousa on verso—according to Willems that final leaf is lacking 
from many copies: (“Le dernier feuillet manque dans beaucoup d’exemplaires”). 
 

§ Willems, Les Elzevier, 54. 
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Scaliger Attacked and Defended 
 

9.  [HEINSIUS, Daniel].  Satirae duae, Hercules tuam fidem sive Munsterus 
Hypobolimaeus: quarto iam editus, ac emendatior, et Virgula divina ... Accessit his 
accurata Burdonum Fabulae Confutatio. Leiden: Jan Paets, 1609.       $750  
 

12mo, [12] leaves (including last blank), 455, [1] pp. Woodcut illustration on p. 229. 
Contemporary vellum over boards, with overlapping fore-edges; traces of 
original ties; binding a bit dust-soiled; inoffensive small wormholes in extreme 
outer margins of last hundred leaves. 
 

Background: In 1607 the German scholar and controversialist Kaspar Schoppe 
(known as Scioppius, 1576-1649), published a slanderous treatise, Scaliger 
Hypobolimaeus ("The Illegitimate Scaliger"), an attack against the great humanist 
Joseph Scaliger (1540-1609); Scioppius assailed the great man's scholarship by 
citing hundreds of "lies" and "falsifications" in Scaliger's works, denouncing him 
as a lover of pornography, and questioning Scaliger's family origins. 
 

The following year appeared a 143-page satirical 
response by the celebrated Dutch scholar Daniel 
Heinsius (1580-1655), who had been Scaliger's greatest 
pupil. In this Menippean satire, titled Hercules tuam 
fidem, sive Munsterus Hypobolimaeus ("The Illegitimate 
Munsterus"), Heinsius answered Scioppius's calumnies 
in kind by calling into question Scioppius's own 
scholarship and parentage ("Munsterus" refers to 
Scioppius, who, according to Heinsius, had been born a 
bastard as a result of his mother having had an affair 
with a stranger from Münster.) 
 

That same year appeared an edition considerably 
augmented by an entire second part consisting of a 
pseudonymous 268-page 'confutation' of Scioppius's 
slander by Scaliger himself' titled Confutatio stultissimae 
Burdonum fabulae. In this counterattack Scaliger 
vindicated his noble origin and defended himself 
against the various accusations of Scioppius. 

 

The Present Edition. Finally, a year later, appeared this edition, not only 
reprinting the anonymous and pseudonymous satirical pamphlets of the 
previous editions, but its text further augmented by the addition of the first 
printing of Heinsius's 40-page satirical Virgula divina, sive Lucretii Vespillonis 
apotheosis ("The Divining Rod, or the Apotheosis of Lucretius Vespillo" 
['Vespillo', which translates 'corpse-burier,' refers to the humble occupation of 
Scioppius's supposed father, and therefore of his own low origins]). Thus, in the 
Virgula divina Heinsius continues his mocking exposure of Scioppius as a 
bastard child that he had begun in his original Munsterus Hypobolimaeus 
(see above). 
 

§ Paul R. Sellin, Daniel Heinsius and Stuart England, p. 249, no. 409; Smitskamp, 
The Scaliger Collection, 174; see A. Grafton, Joseph Scaliger II, pp. 747-49, and Ingrid 
A.R. De Smet, Menippean Satire and the Republic of Letters, pp. 160-61, and 170-71. 
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 The First Successful Greek Textbook Published in French 
A Major Influence on Racine 

 

10.  [LANCELOT, Claude].  Nouvelle methode pour apprendre facilement la langue 
greque: contenant les regles des declinaisons, etc. Paris: Antoine Vitré, for Pierre Le 
Petit, 1655.            $1 ,800 
 

8vo (185 x 122 mm), xxxix, [1], 574, [10] pp. Woodcut ornament on title.  
Contemporary calf over boards; double gilt fillet around sides; five raised bands 
on spine, five compartments with central floral gilt ornament, title gilt in second 
compartment; apart from binding surface wear, a fine, large and very fresh copy 
in its first binding of a book normally found in poor condition. On both paste-
downs is the early ownership signature 'Arnault', repeated twice on title-page 
with the addition of 'Port-Royal'. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the Port-Royal Greek 
grammar -- not to be confused with the 
abridged version issued the same year. In 
1626, a group of hermetic Jansenists took 
over a vacant convent at Port-Royal. By 
the 1650's, the community had evolved 
into a renowned center for children's 
schooling. The celebrated pedagogue 
Claude Lancelot (1616-1695) was in charge 
of teaching Greek and mathematics. The 
present Greek grammar is the first 
successful Greek textbook published in 
French. 
 

Until the 1640's, children learned Latin 
and Greek through grammars written in 
Latin, and by repeating phrases in these 
languages themselves. Lancelot's Latin 
textbook in 1644 and this Greek textbook 
marked an important advance in the field 
of education, the acceptance and use of 
vernacular. 
 

Although originally conceived to serve as 
a textbook for the use of the Jansenists at Port-Royal, the book's fame rapidly 
spread abroad, and editions succeeded one another with great rapidity until the 
end of the 19th century; an English translation (by Thomas Nugent) appeared in 
the mid-18th century, which itself became quite popular. 
 

The most famous product of the Port-Royal "New Greek Method" was the great 
dramatist Racine, who entered the Port-Royal school that very year (1655), and 
whose strong dependence on Greek themes for the subjects of his tragedies has 
been attributed to the influence of Lancelot: cf. R. C. Knight, Racine et la Grèce, 
30ff. 
 

§ Brunet IV, 117; Cioranescu 39932; Barbier III, 557; cf. Sandys II, 290. 
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Sammelband of Five Important First Editions 
 

11.  LE MIRE, Aubert.  Origines coenobiorum Benedictinorum in Belgio. 
Antwerp: H. Verdussen, 1606.   
 

8vo, [10] leaves, 199, [1] pp., [4] leaves; woodcut printer's device on title, 
ornamental woodcut tailpieces and initials.  

 

Bound with: 
 

II. LE MIRE, Aubert. Elenchus historicorum Belgii, nondum typis editorum. 
Antwerp: H. Verdussen, 1606. 15 pp. woodcut printer's device on title. 

 

Bound with: 
 

III. PUTEANUS, Erycius. De Erycio nomine syntagma. item Iuli Paridis de 
nominibus epitome. Hanau: C. de Marne & heirs of J. Aubry, at the Wechel Press, 
1606. 44 pp., [2] leaves (including last blank); woodcut "Pegasus" printer's device 
on title and at the end. 

 

Bound with: 
 

IV. COUSIN, Jean. De prosperitate et exitio Salomonis. Douai: J. Bogard, 1599. 167 
pp. Elaborate woodcut printer's device on title, ornamental initials. 

 

Bound with: 
 

V. HERAULD, Didier. Adversariorum libri duo. Paris: J. Perier, 1599. [8] leaves, 183 
pp., [5] leaves; woodcut printer's device on title. The five works bound together 
in 18th-century plain calf, back gilt in compartments created by four raised 
bands; surface wear. With the Nordkirchen Library bookplate on front 
pastedown.                     $1 ,500  

 
 

Interesting sammelband of five rare works on philological and theological 
subjects, by four contemporary scholars, three Flemish and one French. 

 

I. FIRST EDITION of a monograph on the origins and history of the 
Benedictine Order, by Aubert Le Mire (Miraeus, 1573-1640), renowned Belgian 
ecclesiastical historian, canon of the cathedral of Antwerp, and staunch 
champion of the Catholic Church against the attacks of the Reformed movement. 

 

The work is divided into 67 chapters in which Miraeus describes as many 
Benedictine monasteries and convents. 

 

II. FIRST EDITION of Le Mire's catalogue (or inventory) of unpublished 
manuscripts held by ecclesiastic institutions; for each item Miraeus records the 
title, author, and date of the work, and identifies the institution where the 
manuscript is kept. 

 

Miraeus's objective in compiling the catalogue was to encourage the heads of 
the institutions to publish the manuscripts in their possession. 

 

III. FIRST EDITION. The Flemish historian and humanist Erycius Puteanus 
(1574-1646) had been a pupil of Justus Lipsius who inspired him to a life of 
scholarship. This work consists of Puteanus's dissertation on the origin, 
etymology, and examples of his own Christian name, Erycius (Eric), from ancient 
times to his own day. In the course of his work the author provides certain 
autobiographical details. 
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In appendix Puteanus has added the portion of the "Epitome of Proper 
Names" (De Nominibus Epitome) attributed to Julius Paris (4th-5th-century). 

 

IV. FIRST EDITION of a dissertation of King Solomon by Jean Cousin 
(Cognatus), a Belgian historian and theologian, canon of the cathedral of 
Tournai. 

 

V. FIRST EDITION. Didier Herauld (1575-1649), professor of Greek at Sedan, 
and a member of the parliamentary bar in Paris, published an important treatise 
on Greek and Roman law. The present work contains textual notes and 
interpretations of Diogenes Laertius, Herodotus, Pindar, Plautus, Aristotle, 
Cicero, and Juvenal. The second part (pp. 135-183) consists of an extensive critique 
of the recently published editio princeps of Iamblichus's Life of Pythagoras 
(Heidelberg, 1598).  

 

§ I. Ch. Matagne, Répertoire des ouvrages du XVIIe siècle de la Bibliothèque du 
C.D.R.R. (1601-1650), L-141; not in Simoni; II. Not in Simoni; III. Bibliotheca 
Belgica IV, p. 762, P 156; not in Paisey; IV. Cioranescu 22407; Répertoire 
bibliographique II (Douai), p. 350, no. 291; V. Adams H-291. 
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With Contemporary Criticism of Molière 
 

12. LE PAYS, René. Les nouvelles oeuvres. Paris: Charles de Sercy, 1672.          $750   
 

Two parts in one volume, 12mo, [24], 237; [8], 279 pp. (with an extra title for part 
II); woodcut ornaments on both titles, and as head- and tailpieces. Contemporary 
vellum over boards; remains of two title-labels on spine. 
 

FIRST EDITION of this collection of letters, poems, and chansons by the 
notoriously mannered poet René Le Pays (1636-1690) whose appeal was almost 
entirely limited to a female readership—as evidenced by the addressees of the 
pieces, most of which are dedicated to anonymous "Mesdames" or "Damoiselles" 
often (but not always) identified by their initials only. 
 

Le Pays was met with quite a different reception with his male audience; thus 
Boileau referred to him as a “pleasant buffoon,”a judgment that Le Pays accepts 
graciously from the great literary critic, and forms the subject of an entire letter 
(Second part, second book, first letter: pp. 133-136), in which he argues that 
despite Boileau’s satirical remark, he will continue to compose verse, for, after 
all, “Molière is not grieved to see wretched clowns on stage, nor does it displease 
Le Brun that the realm is filled with ignorant painters.” 
 

This first edition was published in partnership among three publishers, and is 
consequently found with three different imprints:  Claude Barbin, Denys Thierry, 
and Charles de Sercy (as here). 
 

§ Brunet III, 990; Quérard, La France littéraire V, p. 185.  
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A Culinary Classic 
 

13. MASSIALOT, François.  Le Nouveau Cuisinier royal et bourgeois, ou Cuisinier 
moderne. Qui apprend à ordonner toute sorte de Repas ... avec des nouveaux desseins de 
Tables ... Augmenté de nouveaux Ragoúts par le Sieur Vincent de La Chapelle. Paris: 
Chez la Veuve Prudhomme, 1742.                  $1 ,250  
 

Two volumes, 8vo (165 x 96 mm), [8] leaves, 544 
pp., [12] leaves; [2] leaves, 520 pp., [17] leaves. 
With 9 plates of place settings, of which 4 are 
folding.  Contemporary mottled calf, backs gilt 
in compartments, five raised bands on spine; 
red edges; corners and spine ends worn; light 
dampstains (including on the folding plates); 
clean tears in first leaf of final index of vol. 2 
(no text loss). Overall a fine set of a work 
intended for heavy use. 
 

Rare edition of Massialot's culinary classic. The 
present revised and augmented edition 
contains nine plates representing place settings, 
of which four are folded and are very often 
missing in part or in their entirety from copies 
of the work. 
 

This edition includes an additional 68 pages (44 
in vol. 1 and 24 in vol. 2) consisting of 
additional recipes for ragouts ('Augmenté de 
nouveau Ragoûts') by Vincent de La Chapelle 
(1690?-1745), French master cook to, among 

others, Phillip Dormer Stanhope, fourth Earl of Chesterfield, William IV, Prince 
of Orange, and Madame de Pompadour. While in Chesterfield's employment La 
Chapelle wrote The Modern Cook (1733), with a French edition (Le cuisinier 
moderne) following two years later. 
 

La Chapelle borrowed some of his recipes from his predecessor François 
Massialot, who in turn adopted the subtitle Cuisinier moderne in 1737, borrowing it 
from the title of La Chapelle's popular work. 
 

François Massialot (1660 — 1733) was a French chef who served as chef de cuisine 
to various illustrious personages, including Philippe I, Duke of Orléans, the 
brother of Louis XIV, and his son Philippe II, Duke of Orléans, among other 
noble houses. His Cuisinier royal et bourgeois first appeared, anonymously in 1691, 
and was eventually greatly expanded under a new title, Nouveau Cuisinier royal et 
bourgeois, as in the present edition. 
 

§ This edition was issued in two volumes. Some sets add a supplement dated 
1740, not present here: it is also absent from the Paris BnF copy (the only copy 
located by OCLC). This edition not in Vicaire, Bitting, Horn-Arndt, and Cagle; 
OCLC (457412434) locates only the BnF copy. 

 

SEE ADDITIONAL PHOTOS ON THE NEXT PAGE… 
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The Classic Work on the Rivers of France: Noble Provenance 
 

14.  MASSON, Jean Papire.  Descriptio Fluminum Galliae, qua Francia est ... Nunc 
primum in lucem edita. Paris: Jacques Quesnel, 1518 [i.e.1618].                           $1 ,500  
 

8vo, [6] leaves (including author's engraved portrait by Léonard Gaultier), 684 
pp., [13] leaves (with first and last blank); engraved printer's device on title; 
woodcut head- and tailpieces, and initials.  Contemporary calf, double gilt fillet 
round sides, five raised bands on spine, gilt title in second compartments, and 
gilt monogram 'NLP' of Nicolas Le Prévost du Parc in the other five, with Le 
Prévost's arms stamped in gilt on sides; corners and spine extremities worn; 
marginal dampstains. Overall a fine copy in its first binding. 
 
 

FIRST EDITION of the important 
posthumous geographic work on the rivers 
and waterways of France by Jean Papire 
Masson (1544-1611), celebrated French 
historian, biographer, literary critic and 
lawyer. The result of many years of 
research, the work presents descriptions 
and all the information that the author was 
able to discover concerning the principal 
navigable waterways of France: the Loire, 
Seine, Rhône, Garonne, etc., with 
descriptions of the regions and cities. In the 
printed side-notes are given the vernacular 
French names of the regions described in 
the Latin text. 
 

The work, which was published 
posthumously by the author's brother, 
Jean-Baptiste Masson, proved very popular 
and was reprinted in 1678 and 1685 
 

Provenance: Nicolas Le Prévost du Parc 
(1556-1630), Royal Counselor to King Henri 
III beginning in 1588 (see Olivier-Hermal 
1393).    

§ Cioranesco 16C, 14786 
 
 

SEE ADDITIONAL PHOTOS ON THE NEXT PAGE… 
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The First Full Treatise on Emblems: Lavishly Illustrated 
 

15. MENESTRIER, Claude-Francois, S.J.  L'art des emblemes ou s'enseigne la 
morale par les figures de la fable, de l'histoire, & de la nature. Ouvrage rempli de prés de 
cinq cent figures. Paris: R.J.B. de la Caille, 1684.                 $2 ,900  
 

8vo, 15, [1] pages (including the first blank leaf), 415, [1] pages; typographical 
head-and tailpieces; with 366 woodcut illustrations.  Contemporary calf, back gilt 
in compartments with five raised bands; head and tail of spine repaired, with 
other surface wear; old ownership signatures on front binder's blank and title 
verso; 20th-century bookplate inside upper cover. 
 

 
 

FIRST EDITION (not to be confused with the author's earlier work with 
similar title: see below) of the monumental, richly illustrated study of 
emblems by the prolific Jesuit image theorist Claude-François Menestrier 
(1631-1705), author of some 150 works on symbolic subjects: see A. Adams, 
S. Rawles, A.M. Saunders (eds.), A Bibliography of Claude-François Menestrier: 
Printed Editions, 1655-1765 (Geneva, 2012). 
 

The work opens with the definition of emblems, their origins, nature, form, 
and various types: moral, political, doctrinal (i.e. pertaining to the arts and 
sciences), 'chemical' (i.e. occult sciences), heroical, satyrical, and passional 
(i.e. passions and emotions). Each of these categories is abundantly 
illustrated with a series of pertinent illustrative emblems. These sections 
are followed by a discussion of the two essential elements of emblems: 
their design and explanatory verses. 
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As Alison Saunders has demonstrated, it is with Menestrier that the 
emblem comes into its own as a form worthy of its own full treatise, 
whereas in earlier theoretical writings it was discussed in the broader 
context of devices, and the main interest of the writers lay in establishing 
the differences between emblem and device  (Alison Saunders, The 
Seventeenth-Century French Emblem [Geneva, 2000], pp. 332-333). 
 

Menestrier gives a very detailed 
exposition of his understanding of the 
emblem, and its function as a didactic 
tool. Above all, it is the didactic nature of 
emblems that Menestrier emphasizes, 
describing the way in which their 
pleasing combination of word and image 
is exploited towards a moralizing end. 
While acknowledging Alciati's pioneering 
role as creator of the emblem in its 
modern form, Menestrier insists on the 
great antiquity of the genre, stating that 
"Emblems are as ancient as the world, in 
that the world is, so to speak, an Emblem 
of the Divine," substantiating this 
statement by citing the authority of St. 
Paul, "who taught that the things that 
Man sees are the images and figures 
representing the wisdom and power of 
Him who made them" ("S. Paul, qui nous 
apprend que les choses que nous voyons, 

sont à l'homme autant d'images & de figures sensibles qui luy representent 
la sagesse aussi bien que la puissance de celuy qui les a faites" (p. 5). 
 

Twenty-two years earlier Menestrier had 
published a briefer and entirely different 
work, containing only ten leaves of 
illustrations (L'Art des emblemes, Lyon, 
1662), which, although bearing a similar 
title, is not considered an earlier edition of 
the present work. In his study on 
Menestrier, David Graham points out that 
whereas Menestrier's earlier work is 
relatively common, the present is 
notoriously rare, and quotes Allut's 
plausible explanation for this rarity, in his Recherches sur la vie et sure les 
oeuvres du P. Claude-François Menestrier (Lyon, 1856): "The large number of 
engraved figures in the text no doubt tempted the covetousness of 
children, who amused themselves by cutting them out, and thus destroyed 
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every copy that passed through their hands" (D. Graham, Claude-François 
Menestrier: The Founder of 'Early Modern Grounded Theory', in W. de Boer, K.A.E. 
Enenkel & W.S. Melion [edd.], Jesuit Image Theory, Leiden, 2016, p. 120). 
 

§ Brunet III, 1629; Praz, Studies in Seventeenth-Century Imagery I, p. 423; Landwehr, 
Romanic Emblem Books, 516; A. Adams, S. Rawles & A. Saunders, A Bibliography of 
French Emblem Books II, F.429; De Backer-Sommervogel V, 928, no. 98. 
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16. MINUCIUS FELIX, Marcus.  L'Octavius de Minucius Felix. (Tr. Nicolas Perrot 
d'Ablancourt). Paris: Jean Camusat, 1637.         $750  
 

12mo, [12], 95, [1] pp. Engraved vignette on title; woodcut ornamental initials and 
headpieces.  Contemporary limp vellum; light browning of paper; 18th-cent. 
ownership inscription, dated 1786, on title of the Abbaye St. Remi of Reims. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the second and most popular French translation of the 
Octavius of Marcus Minucius Felix, one of the earliest Latin apologists of 
Christianity, who lived from the late 2nd to the early 3rd century. 
 

The Octavius, the only known work of the Roman lawyer Marcus Minucius 
Felix, is an apology for Christianity in the form of a dialogue between the 
Christian Octavius and the pagan Caecilius on a trip from Rome to Ostia. 
Minucius Felix serves as moderator and narrator of the dialogue. Nothing 
is known of Minucius Felix except that he was a jurist prior to his 
conversion to Christianity and no other work can be attributed to him. 
 

The translator, Nicolas Perrot d'Ablancourt (1606-1664), who, the very year 
of the present publication, was elected to the Académie française, is best 
known for his many translations of classical Greek and Latin authors, from 
Homer to Tacitus, some of which are reprinted to our own days. His 
translation of the Octavius established itself as the standard French version 
of the work: at least twenty editions are known. This first edition is 
exceptionally rare: the only copy located in the US is that at Harvard. 
 

Two other French versions of the Octavius are known, each printed only 
once: 1617, translated by "Thomas le Reverend", and, also in 1637, another, 
equally rare translation by Guillaume Du Mas (Cioranescu 27102); 
however, D'ablancourt's version takes precedence in that its privilege is 
dated 24 December 1636, whereas Du Mas's is dated 18 April 1637. 
 

§ Cioranescu 54488; cf. Brunet III, 1737, citing 1660 as the earliest edition. 
 

     



E.K. Schreiber. New York, NY 10024. (212) 873-3180 ekslibris@me.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 26 

17. NEMOURS, Marie d'Orléans, duchesse de (1625-1707).  Memoires de 
M.L.D.D.N., contenant ce qui s'est passé de plus particulier en France pendant la 
Guerre de Paris, jusqu'à la prison du Cardinal de Retz, arrivée en 1652. Avec les differens 
caracteres des personnes, qui ont eu part à cette Guerre. (Ed. Marie Jeanne Lhéritier de 
Villandon). Cologne [i.e. Paris]: N. pr., 1709.           $450  
 

12mo, [8], 280, [10] pages; title-page printed in red and black.  Contemporary calf, 
back gilt; considerable surface wear, but solid; on the front free endpaper is a 
long note in French in a late 18th-century hand about the provenance of this copy. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the memoirs of Marie d'Orléans, Duchesse de Nemours (1625-
1707), published posthumously two years after her death by the novelist Marie 
Jeanne Lhéritier de Villandon (1664-1734). 
 

These memoirs are important for not only corroborating, but also completing the 
Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz about the French civil war known as The 
Fronde. (It may be mentioned that the editor, Mlle Lhéritier de Valadon, was the 
niece of Charles Perrault, the author of the celebrated collection of classic 
children's tales.). 
 

§ Cioranescu 50946 (and cf. 43387). 
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18. NICOLE, Pierre.  Instructions theologiques et morales, sur le symbole. Paris: Sold 
by Eugene Henry Fricx in Brussels, 1706.          $350  
 

Two volumes, 16mo, [16], 366, [12], 448 pp.  Copy in entirely original condition, 
still in its original 'interim' boards, entirely untrimmed, preserving deckle edges 
throughout. 
 

FIRST EDITION of Pierre Nicole's posthumously published treatise on the 
Apostles' Creed. Pierre Nicole (1625-1695), was, with Antoine Arnauld (1612-1694), 
the most influential theologian of the Jansenist monastery at Port-Royal; with 
Arnauld he prepared the famous Logique de Port-Royal. Nicole was also a close 
collaborator with Pascal — whose Provincial Letters he translated into Latin, with 
notes and additions. 
 

§ Cioranescu 51255. 
 
19. OBRECHT, Ulrich. Alsaticarum rerum prodromus. Strassburg: Simon Paulli, 
1681.               $650                       

4to, [6] leaves, 332, pp., [8] leaves; copper-engraved vignette on title; copper-
engraved printer's device at the end; several copper-engravings in the text, 
including one full-page.  19th-century vellum-backed boards; early inscription 
erased from title-page. 
 

ONLY EDITION of this history of Alsatian antiquities, forms of government, 
laws, etc. The author, Ulrich Obrecht (1646-1701), a Strassburg historian and legal 
scholar, had projected three further volumes which were never published due to 
the surrender of Strassburg to Louis XIV the very year of publication of this 
volume. 
 

§ VD 17, 23:304090Q; BL German 17C, O12; Haag VIII, 37, no. xviii. 
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The Most Comprehensive Treatise on the Eucharist 
With Attacks on Calvin and Beza 

 

20 . SAINCTES, Claude de.  De rebus Eucharistiae controversis, repetitiones seu libri 
decem. Paris: Pierre L'Huillier, 1576.                  $2 ,400  
 

Folio (377 x 245 mm), [20] (including a4 blank), 396, [12] leaves; roman type; large 
woodcut printer's device [Renouard 669: citing this work] on title; woodcut 
ornamental headpieces and initials. Handsome modern half leather; several 
early inscriptions on title-page canceled in ink; internally in fine condition, with 
good margins. 
 

 
 

FIRST EDITION of the exhaustive treatise on the Eucharist by Claude de Sainctes 
(1525-1591), bishop of Evreux and Catholic controversialist, enemy of Calvin and 
Beza. This first edition was issued with title-pages dated either 1575 or 1576. 
 

This monumental work, which was the most thorough and extensive ever 
published on the subject at the time, is considered Sainctes's most important—as 
well as the rarest—of all his writings. He defends the dogma of the Church 
against those that he considered heretics, including Calvin and Beza. The latter 
immediately published a Response to Sainctes: Ad repetitionem primam F. Claudii 
de Sainctes De rebus Eucharistiae controversis Responsio (1577). 
 

Sainctes's comprehensive treatise, which became the starting point for all those 
who treated this subject after him, is divided into ten sections. The first six deal 
with the origins and institution of the Eucharist, proving the reality of the Body 
and Blood of Christ through Scripture and the Church Fathers; the next two deal 
with Transubstantiation; the ninth deals with Adoration, and the tenth with 
Communion under one species (i.e. bread alone), in opposition to the Reformers 
who insisted that Communion in both kinds alone had Scriptural warrant. 
 

The author includes a lengthy 16-page dedication to King Henri III; this long, 
laudatory dedication becomes ironic in view of later events: soon after Henri III's 
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assassination in 1589, Sainctes, who had joined the Catholic League and was very 
zealous in his efforts to convert Protestants, was forced to flee Evreux after the 
royal troops took possession of it. Among his papers was found a document in 
which he approved the murder of Henri III and maintained that one could 
likewise kill his successor, Henri IV. Arrested and arraigned, Sainctes was 
condemned to death as guilty of high treason. At the request of the Cardinal of 
Bourbon, Henri IV commuted his sentence to life imprisonment, and he was 
confined in the château of Crèvecoeur where he died in 1591. 
§ Cioranesco 20131; Adams S-85. 
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21. SAINT-JULIEN, Pierre de.  Meslanges historiques et recueils de diverses matières 
pour la pluspart paradoxalles, & neantmoins vrayes. Lyon: B. Rigaud, 1588.         $1 ,150       
 

8vo, [32], 702 pp., [1] leaf (errata); [1] folding genealogical table; two woodcut 
coats of arms; woodcut initials.  18th-century speckled boards, leather label on 
spine titled in gilt; front joint cracked but solid; red edges. The Yemeniz copy, 
with his bookplate (no. 2177 in the Yemeniz sale catalogue, Paris 1867); later 
owned by Comte Chappaz de La Prat (1899-1968), with his usual small red and 
green armorial stamps on the title, and the tiny red stamp repeated on the first 
text leaf and on the final errata leaf; an 18th-century owner has corrected the text 
throughout according to the final leaf of errata, and has added a 4-page 
manuscript index at the end, as well as a 13-line note about the volume's content 
on the front binder's blank. 
 

FIRST EDITION of this collection of 25 
miscellaneous essays consisting predominantly of 
the history and genealogies of royal and noble 
houses and dynasties, enlivened by curious and 
entertaining behind-the-scenes anecdotes. 
 

The author, Pierre de Saint-Julien de Balleure (1519-
1593), describes his topics as "paradoxalles", an 
epithet which he explains by defining paradoxe as a 
truth that, because it goes against what is generally 
believed—or was not before known—may strike the 
reader as astounding. 
 

Besides the purely historical and genealogical 
subjects Saint-Julien includes a few on religious 
matters: e.g. a chapter on Faith (pp. 114-160), one on 
people who address God impertinently with the 
familiar form Toi (pp. 161-166), etc. 
 

Several of the chapters concern the history and 
genealogies of Burgundian families—Saint-Julien 
himself was a member of a prestigious Burgundian family which forms the 
subject of one of the chapters (pp. 401-446), including a description of its coat-of-
arms illustrated with a woodcut. It should be mentioned that the author's best-
known work is a history of the Burgundians: De l’origine des Bourgongnons, et 
antiquité des estats de Bourgongne (1581). 
 

A major chapter concerns Hugh Capet, the first king of the Franks and founder 
of the Capetian dynasty; this section (pp. 216-261), which has its own separate 
title-page and is illustrated with a folding genealogical table, had already been 
published as a monograph in 1585: Discours et paradoxe de l'origine de Hugues Capet, 
here printed with a few revisions and additions. 
 

§ Cioranesco 20241; Baudrier III, 409; Gültlingen XII, no. 1279. 
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The Third Known Copy? 
 

22 . TITELMANS, Franciscus.  Le traicte de l’exposition des misteres de la Messe. 
Deux expositions du Sainct Canon d’icelle (Tr. C. Hilaire). Lyon: N. Petit, 1544.   $950                           

8vo, [4], 92 leaves (fol. 1 misnumbered 9, with other inconsistent numbering); 
woodcut ornamental initials.  Modern brown calf, gilt in Renaissance style; lower 
margin of title-page with brownish stain and with a repair (touching three letters 
of imprint). Armorial bookplate of the noted Lyon bibliophile Maurice 
Desgeorge. 
 

FIRST EDITION of the first vernacular edition of Titelmans's work on the 
mysteries of the Eucharist and Incarnation, with heavy emphasis on the necessity 
to allow the Holy Spirit to enter one’s soul and to ask for its presence in prayer. 
 

The second part, with separate title-page, deals with the explication of the 
liturgical prayers and their symbolism. The first Latin edition of these two 
treatises, titled Tractatus de expositione mysteriorum Missae. Sacri canonis Missae 
duplex expositio, was issued at Antwerp in 1528. 
 

The Flemish Franciscan scholar Franciscus Titelmans (also Franciscus 
Hasseltensis, 1502–1537), is best known for his bitter polemic with Erasmus over 
New Testament exegesis; as a stubborn upholder of the orthodox scholastic 
tradition, Titelmans attacked the new humanistic method represented especially 
by Erasmus. 
 

Of this first edition of the earliest vernacular translation only two copies are 
known (besides the present: see reference below). 
 

§ Brunet V, 868-869 ("Traduction rare"); Gültlingen VII, 100 (locating only Lyon 
BM; OCLC adds BNF). 
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Superb Large Paper Copy 
 

23. VALERIUS FLACCUS, Caius.  C. Valerii Flacci ... Argonauticon libri octo, cum 
notis integris Ludovici Carrionis [et al.] ... curante Petro Burmanno, qui & suas 
adnotationes adjecit. Leiden: Samuel Luchtmans, 1724.                 $1,250  
 

4to (leaf size: 288 x 232 mm; 11-3/8 x 9-1/8 inches), Extra engraved frontispiece 
title representing the Argonauts sailing on the Argo being entertained by 
Orpheus on his lyre, within an elaborate border incorporating the various 
elements of the legend: the Golden Fleece, the Dragon, the Calydonian Boar, the 
Harpies, etc. (see photo, p. 98); [160], 759, [1] pp., [50] leaves (the last consisting of 
errata); large folding portrait of Burman at beginning (370 x 260 mm), engraved 
by J. Houbraken after a painting by K. van der My; title-page printed in red and 
black; title vignette, initials, tailpieces. Contemporary calf, professionally and 
handsomely rebacked, with richly gilt spine and two morocco labels titled in gilt; 
edges marbled and gilt. 
 

 
 

Impressive large-paper copy of Burman's great variorum edition of the epic of 
Jason and the Argonauts in search of the Golden Fleece, by the first-century A.D. 
poet Valerius Flaccus. The work is indebted to the Greek epic Argonautica by 
Apollonius of Rhodes for its subject, and to Virgil's for its poetic style. 
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Valerius's epic follows the Argonauts through many famous adventures to the 
point where Jason absconds from Colchis with Medea.  
 

Pieter Burman (1668-1741), one of the greatest scholars of Holland, held the chair 
of Latin respectively in Utrecht and Leiden, and produced a great many such 
very useful "variorum" editions of the Latin classics which incorporated the 
comments of the most eminent 16th- and 17th-century scholars. In this 
monumental edition appear the comments, of N. Heinsius, G.J. Vossius, as well a 
Latin translation by the well-known Bolognese humanist Giovanni Battista Pio 
(died 1540) of those portions of the Greek epic Argonautica of Apollonius Rhodius 
that supplement Valerius Flaccus's narrative (pp. 684-721). Also included (pp. 
724-759) is Pio's Latin version of the Orphic Argonautica. This poem of about 1,400 
lines occupies an exceptional position in Orphic literature, being an 
autobiographical narrative in which Orpheus -- heavily influenced by a reading 
of Apollonius Rhodius -- tells the story of his participation in Jason's expedition. 
It can hardly be earlier and may well be later than the fourth century AD. 

 

The large striking engraved folding portrait of Burman (370 x 260 mm) is often 
missing from copies of this edition. (see reproduction on preceding page). 

 

This edition should not be confused with the 12mo edition of the same year 
consisting of the text only, without the commentaries.  

 

§ Brunet V, 1046; Schweiger 1100; Dibdin II, 516-517. 
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The Birth of the Novel 
24.  XENOPHON [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα 
Α.Β.Γ.Δ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor priores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538. 
  

4to, 126, [2] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and 
imprint; woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1115] on title and last leaf; woodcut 
historiated Greek initials.                  $2,400    

BOUND WITH:  
 

XENOPHON. [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα 
Ε.Ζ.Η.Θ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor posteriores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1539. 
139, [1] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and imprint; 
woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1119] on title and last leaf; woodcut 
historiated Greek initials. 

 

BOUND WITH:  
 

HERMOGENES. [Greek]. Ἑρμογένους τέχνη ῥητορικὴ τελειοτάτη. Hermogenis 
Ars Rhetorica absolutissima. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538. 32 pages. Printed entirely in 
Greek, except for two lines of title and imprint; woodcut printer's device 
[Renouard 1119] on title; woodcut historiated Greek initial at beginning of text. 
The three works bound together in handsome modern calf, five raised 
bands on spine, original red edges; some light, inoffensive foxing. At foot of 
first title page is an ownership inscription in a contemporary hand; the name has 
been cancelled in ink, but the Christian name ('Joannes') can be made out, as well 
as 'Carpentoractensis' (i.e. of Carpentras). 
 

 
 

The second separate printing of the Greek text of Xenophon's Cyropaedia 
("Education of Cyrus"), a biography of Cyrus the Great, merging fact with fiction, 
so that this work is commonly regarded as the earliest historical novel. 
Xenophon's straightforward style and didactic approach made the Cyropaedia a 
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popular text in Renaissance and seventeenth-century classrooms. The work was 
separately printed for the first time at Louvain, in 1527 (Hoffmann III, 581). 

 

Part I consists of the first four books, and part II of the last four. Both parts were 
produced with generous margins for entering the student's notes. A 
contemporary hand has entered marginalia on seven pages of Book I.  
 

Bound with the two parts of Xenophon's Cyropaedia is the Progymnasmata of 
Hermogenes of Tarsus, the second-century rhetorician. The Progymnasmata, the 
first of five works in which Hermogenes presented a complete course in school 
rhetoric, was for three centuries the standard elementary introduction to the 
study of the subject, until it was replaced by the abridgment made by 
Aphthonius. 

 

§ XENOPHON: Brunet V, 1492 ("édition peu commune"); Moreau V, 1117 and 1535; 
Hoffmann III, 583; HERMOGENES: Moreau V, 921; not in Hoffmann. 
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