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The Origin of the Aldine Dolphin and Anchor Device
1. [ALDUS] DENARIUS OF THE EMPEROR TITUS. Silver denarius. Minted in
A.D. 80.
$850
Silver coin, 18 mm in diameter, the obverse represents the laureate head of Titus
facing right, the reverse an anchor entwined by a dolphin. Inscribed on obverse:
IMP. TITVS. CAES. VESPASIAN. AVG. P.M.; on reverse: TR. P. IX. IMP. XV.
COS. VIII. P.P.

(The coin is approximately the size of a dime)
We know from the account by Erasmus in his Adagia that it is from an example of
this coin, presented to him by Pietro Bembo, that Aldus Manutius borrowed his
celebrated anchor and dolphin printer's device: "Again, Titus's approval of our
maxim [i.e., 'Make haste slowly'] can easily be inferred from very ancient coins
issued by him, one of which I was allowed to inspect by Aldo Manuzio. It was
struck in silver from ancient dies clearly of Roman date, and he said it had been a
present to him from Pietro Bembo, a Venetian patrician, a young man who was
not only a scholar of distinction but also a most industrious explorer of the whole
field of ancient literature. The design of the coin was as follows: One side showed
the head of Titus with an inscription, the other an anchor, the central shaft of
which had a dolphin coiled around it. Now the only meaning conveyed by this
symbol is that favorite maxim of emperor Augustus, 'Make haste slowly'; and
this we learn from the ancient texts relating to hieroglyphics" (Adagia II.i.1).
Literary scholars and book historians traditionally attribute this coin to
Vespasian—an easy confusion, since Titus, Vespasian's elder son, bore the same
three names as his father (Titus Flavius Vespasianus), but was generally known
by his praenomen Titus. Numismatists have had much less difficulty correctly
identifying the denarius as that of Titus: see. e.g., H. Mattingly, Coins of the
Roman Empire II, p. 235: 72, and B.L. Damsky, "The Throne and Curule Chair
Types of Titus and Domitian," Revue Suisse de Numismatique, 74 (1995), pp. 59-70.
The coin was minted in A.D. 80, and, according to one theory, was part of a
series commemorating the prayers voted by the Senate after the eruption of
Vesuvius in August A.D. 79 (Vespasian had died the previous June). As part of
the ceremony, sacred couches (pulvinaria) were arranged, each bearing a symbol
of a particular deity. In this particular case the dolphin and anchor represent
Neptune (see Mattingly, op. cit., pp. lxxii-lxxiii, followed by C. Foss, Roman
Historical Coins [London, 1990], pp. 85 and 87).
§ Carradice and Buttrey (2007), Roman Imperial Coinage IIa, p. 206: 112; Cohen,
Médailles impériales, C 309; Seaby, Roman Silver Coins, p. 58: 309.
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Very Rare Calvinist Commentary on Paul’s Epistles
2. ARETIUS, Benedictus. Commentarii in Epistolas D. Pauli ad Philippenses,
Colossenses, & in utramque ad Thessal. facili et perspicua methodo conscripti, a D.
Benedicto Aretio Bernensi Theologo. Morges: J. Le Preux, 1580.
$1,250

8vo, [8], 300 pp., [2] blank leaves; title within a woodcut architectonic border,
featuring in the upper panel an anthropomorphic army of bears advancing in
attack; on title verso is a full-page woodcut portrait of the author. Modern brown
calf, single blind fillet round sides, four raised bands on spine.
FIRST EDITION of the commentaries on
Paul's Epistles to the Philippians,
Colossians, and Thessalonians by the
eminent Calvinist theologian and botanist
Benedictus Aretius (1505–1574), who
published commentaries on the various
books of the N.T., of which the present
first edition was issued posthumously.
The printer Jean Le Preux was first active
in Paris, and fled to Lausanne c. 1563
because of religious persecution; he
established printing establishments in
Geneva and Morges. His earliest Morges
publications are dated 1580, in which year
he printed the present work, along with
Aretius’ commentaries on the Gospels
and his Problemata theologica.
A very rare first edition of which the only
copy in an American collection appears to
be that at the New York Union
Theological Seminary.
§ Adams A-1607.
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Comedies by an Actor-Playwright, Pupil and Companion of Molière
3. BARON, Monsieur [pseud. of Michel Boyron]. Les oeuvres de mr. Le Baron.
Paris: Chez la veuve de L. Gontier, 1686-1687.
$1,800
Four parts in one volume, 12mo, Each play with its own title page with imprint:
Paris, Chez T. Guillain, 1686-1687 (see below); each play is separately paginated:
I. [4] leaves, 125 (misnumbered 225) pp.; II. [2] leaves, 56 pp.; III. [6] leaves, 148
pp.; IV. [1] leaf, 179, [1] pp. Woodcut designs on the title pages, and woodcut
headpieces. N.B. The four plays were here issued by the widow of Louis Gontier
with a general title page dated 1691. Contemporary mottled calf, five raised
bands on spine with gilt floral designs in five compartments, title gilt in the
second; at foot of spine is a gilt design of three crowns two of which with fleurs
de lys. A very good copy, in its first binding, with minor surface wear.
FIRST EDITIONS of the first four plays by Michel Boyron (aka Michel Baron
1653-1729), as well as the only ones published during his lifetime. The four
comedies, all in first editions, dated 1686-1687, and each bearing the imprint of
Thomas Guillain, are here issued with a general title page dated 1691 by the
widow of Louis Gontier. They include:
Le Rendez-vous des Thuilleries, ou le Coquet Trompé, Comédie (1686)
Les Enlèvemens, Comédie (1686)
L'homme à Bonne Fortune. Comédie (1686)
La Coquette, et la Fausse Prude, Comédie (1687)
These four comedies enjoyed great success: one, L'homme à Bonne
Fortune, Baron's most famous, was regularly performed well into
the 19th century.
Baron was both an actor and playwright—in the former capacity
Baron was the leading male actor of his generation, both comic
and tragic, appearing in plays by the greatest dramatists during
the reign of Louis XIV: Corneille, Racine, Regnard, and, of course,
Molière, whose pupil Baron had become at the age of twelve
before sharing the stage with him: in fact the great comic
playwright created some roles especially for Baron: thus, e.g., in
1671, Molière created the role of Amour (Cupid) in his tragédieballet Psyché, whose title-role was played by the famous Armande
Béjart, Molière's wife.
It is during the period of the productions of Psyché that Molière
and Baron engaged in a homosexual affair, the truth of which
literary scholars have long contested, until relatively recently,
when Maurice Lever, in Les Bûchers de Sodome (Paris, 1985, pp. 183186)), was the first—of several other—modern literary critics to
mention Molière and Baron among the French authors and artists who engaged
in homosexual relations during Louis XIV's reign.
§ Cioranescu 10029; Lancaster, A History of French Dramatic Literature in the
Seventeenth Century, Part IV, Vol. II, pp. 562-577.
See additional photos !
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4. BIBLE. O.T. Apocrypha. 1 Maccabees. [Greek & Latin] Liber Hasmonaeorum qui
vulgo prior Machabaeorum. (Ed., Tr., & Comm. J. Drusius ). Franeker: Aegidius
Radaeus, 1600.
$750
Three parts in one volume, 4to, [12], 95, 56, 56 pages; Greek and roman types,
with frequent use of Hebrew. Contemporary vellum over boards; title in ink
along spine; some quires browned due to quality of paper; totally untrimmed
copy, preserving all deckle edges.
Very rare FIRST (and apparently only) EDITION of a three-part edition of 1
Maccabees. The first part consists of the Septuagint Greek text of 1 Maccabees
accompanied by the original Latin version of Joannes Drusius (1550-1616), Dutch
Protestant Hebraist, professor of Oriental Languages at Oxford, Leiden, Ghent,
and Franeker. Drusius's Latin version is printed along the outer margins. The
second part consists of Drusius's 56-page, double-column commentary which
often quotes the Hebrew text.
The third part, with its own title page titled Ad primum Macbaeorum disputatio, is
at treatment of 1 Maccabees from a legal perspective by the celebrated Italian
jurist Alberico Gentili (1552-1608), who served as the Regius professor of civil law
at the University of Oxford for 21 years, after he settled in England due to his
having adopted Protestantism. Gentili is recognized as one of the founders of the
science of international law. At the opening of his Disputatio, addressed to Tobias
Matthew, at the time Bishop of Durham and eventually Archbishop of York,
Gentili defends a jurist's right to comment on Mosaic law. This text was reissued
in 1604.
§ Adams B-1646; BM STC Dutch and Flemish 1470-1600, p. 29.
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Handsomely Rubricated Estienne Caesar
5. CAESAR, Caius Julius.
Estienne, 1544.

Rerum ab se gestarum commentarii. Paris: Robert
$2,400

8vo (leaf size: 158 x 97 mm), [16] leaves, 523 pp., [54] leaves [the last 52 leaves
(indices) are bound at the end of the Eutropius]; italic type; Estienne woodcut
device on title; two double-page woodcut maps and five full-page woodcut
plates.
BOUND WITH:

EUTROPIUS. Eutropii Epitome belli Gallici ex Suetonii Tranquilli monumentis quae
desiderantur. In C, Iulii Caesaris commentarios de bello Gallico ac Civili, Henrici
Glareani poetae laureati annotationes. Paris: R. Estienne, 1544. 134 pp., [9] leaves;
italic type; Estienne woodcut device on title. Handsome modern goatskin giltruled in antique style, two concentric double fillet gilt frames on sides, with gilt
fleur de lys at outer corners of inner frame, flat spine with similar gilt pattern; all
edges gilt.
A very fine copy, in a most appropriate,
handsome modern binding, respectful of the
period; the blank outer and lower margins
of the title-page of Caesar were expertly
restored at an early date, not affecting the
text; a persistent small round wormhole
runs through the inner margins of the
Caesar, but never touching the text. Both
works were decorated in the sixteenth
century with a total of 32 painted initials,
including one illuminated in gold at the
opening of the text of Caesar, two painted in
blue, and the rest in red.
I. A stunning copy of Robert Estienne's
handy edition of Caesar, illuminated and
rubricated at the period. The text is printed
in Estienne's new italic, introduced the
previous year. The text follows that of the
1513 Aldine edition, and even reproduces
Aldus's preface to the reader. In his own
note to the reader Estienne claims to have
improved the text from ancient manuscript
evidence, as well as from the help of some of
his learned friends.
The Estienne Caesar is rare in such good
condition, and with all seven woodcut plates
present: these consist of the two double-page maps of Gaul and Spain, and the
full-page woodcuts of Caesar's bridge over the Rhine, views of Bourges, Alesia,
Marseille, and Uxellodunum. These seven Paris blocks were adapted from the
illustrations in the Aldine edition, and were used the previous year by Vascosan
in his folio Caesar (see Mortimer, French Books, no. 124).
CONTINUED-!
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Following Caesar's text is the geographical alphabetical commentary by
Raimundus Marlianus. At the end of the Eutropius is an interesting Latin-French
glossary of place names mentioned by Caesar.
II. As a companion to the Caesar, with which it is often bound, Estienne printed
this epitome attributed to Eutropius of Suetonius's account of the Gallic War;
following Eutropius's text are printed the commentaries on Caesar by the great
Swiss humanist Henricus Glareanus (1488-1563).
§ I. Renouard 61:15; Schweiger 42; Schreiber 72; II. Renouard 61:13; Schweiger 42;
Schreiber 73.
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6. [HIPPOCRATES] EROTIANUS. Vocum, quae apud Hippocratem sunt, collectio.
Cum annotationibus Bartholomaei Eustachii . . . Eiusdemque Libellus de Multitudine.
(Comm. Bartolomeo Eustachi). Venice: L. A. Giunta, 1566.
$950
4to, [20], 152 leaves [signature E misbound after signature G]; Giuntine lily device
on title, ornamental initials. Bound in handsome modern calf; small tear in title
page gutter not affecting text, a few dampstains and marginal worming;
contemporary ownership signature at foot of title, and late early 19th-century
rubber stamp of the literary historian Antonio Lombardi. (1768-1847: see below).
FIRST EDITION in Latin of the
glossary to Hippocrates by the firstcentury Greek grammarian Erotianus.
The work contains the earliest list of
the writings of Hippocrates, including
some now lost. The Greek text alone
had been printed as part of Henri
Estienne's
Dictionarium
Medicum
(1564).
This
Latin
translation,
accompanied with many passages in
the original Greek, is based on a
Vatican
Greek
manuscript
independent of Estienne's edition.
The translator, Bartolomeo Eustachi
(1520-1574), was a celebrated Italian
physician, author of the Opuscula
anatomica (1564), which contains
several
anatomical
discoveries,
including that of the Eustachian tube,
named after him. Eustachi has here
added an exhaustive commentary
based on the Greek text, which it cites
in the original; in appendix he has
added (ff. 128-152) the first edition of
his original tract De multitudine, describing the symptoms of plethora (i.e., an
excess of a bodily fluid, particularly blood).
Antonio Lombardi. (1768-1847), who owned this copy, was a Censor in the Este
Duchy of Modena; as a literary historian he was a major contributor to
Tiraboschi's classic Storia della letteratura italiana, as well as the author of a 4volume Storia della letteratura italiana nel secolo XVIII (1827), and other works.
§ Camerini, Annali dei Giunti, no. 699; Hoffmann II, 35; Durling 1387; Wellcome I,
2070; Adams E-927.
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The Second Copy Known?
7. FORNAS, Philippe. Nouvelle methode pour apprendre le plain chant en fort peu de
jours; non encore veüe, tres-briefve & tres-utile. Lyon: Veuve de Pierre Muguet, 1657.
$2, 500
4to, 34, [2] pp. Woodcut device on title page, woodcut initials and headpieces;
musical notations on twenty-two pages. Contemporary limp vellum (binding
stained and with surface wear); early signature on title: 'Delaplane' (or 'De
Laplane'); internally a fine copy.
The second recorded copy (the other one is at the Paris Bibliothèque Sainte
Geneviève) of the first and only edition of the author's instructional elementary
guide to learning liturgic plainsong (or plainchant). This introductory manual
should not be confused with the author's later full-blown scholarly Art du plainchant (1672).
Philippe Fornas (1627-1692) dedicates his work to his uncle Philippe Roussy,
parish priest of the commune of Lacenas,
in the diocese of Lyon—a post in which
the author was destined to replace his
uncle in 1662. In his dedicatory preface
Fornas points out that he conceived the
Nouvelle methode "for the convenience of
the clergy“ ('pour la commodité des
Ecclesiastiques'), and in its 34 pages he
concisely exposes the essential principles
of ecclesiastical chanting; in fact, the title
page boasts that this "very brief and very
useful" treatise will teach plainsong "in a
matter of a very few days" ('en fort peu de
jours').
The little work must have been quite
popular, judging from the fact that before
the discovery of the present example, only
the copy at the Paris Bibliothèque Sainte
Geneviève was known.
§ T. Nisard, Études sur la restauration du
chant grégorien (1856) p. 347: citing this
work from the copy at the Paris
Bibliothèque Sainte Geneviève; Ph. Lescat,
Méthodes et traités musicaux en France (1991)
8a; B. Mariolle, Bibliographie des ouvrages
théoriques traitant du plain-chant (1997) 10;
not in Grove.
Two more photos on the next page !
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The First Successful Greek Textbook Published in French
A Major Influence on Racine
8. [LANCELOT, Claude]. Nouvelle methode pour apprendre facilement la langue
greque: contenant les regles des declinaisons, etc. Paris: Antoine Vitré, for Pierre Le
Petit, 1655.
$975
8vo (185 x 122 mm), xxxix, [1], 574, [10] pp. Woodcut ornament on title.
Contemporary calf over boards; double gilt fillet around sides; five raised bands
on spine, five compartments with central floral gilt ornament, title gilt in second
compartment; apart from binding surface wear, a fine, large and very fresh copy
in its first binding of a book normally found in poor condition. On both pastedowns is the early ownership signature 'Arnault', repeated twice on title-page
with the addition of 'Port-Royal'.
FIRST EDITION of the Port-Royal Greek
grammar -- not to be confused with the
abridged version issued the same year. In
1626, a group of hermetic Jansenists took
over a vacant convent at Port-Royal. By
the 1650's, the community had evolved
into a renowned center for children's
schooling. The celebrated pedagogue
Claude Lancelot (1616-1695) was in charge
of teaching Greek and mathematics. The
present Greek grammar is the first
successful Greek textbook published in
French.
Until the 1640's, children learned Latin
and Greek through grammars written in
Latin, and by repeating phrases in these
languages themselves. Lancelot's Latin
textbook in 1644 and this Greek textbook
marked an important advance in the field
of education, the acceptance and use of
vernacular.
Although originally conceived to serve as
a textbook for the use of the Jansenists at Port-Royal, the book's fame rapidly
spread abroad, and editions succeeded one another with great rapidity until the
end of the 19th century; an English translation (by Thomas Nugent) appeared in
the mid-18th century, which itself became quite popular.
The most famous product of the Port-Royal "New Greek Method" was the great
dramatist Racine, who entered the Port-Royal school that very year (1655), and
whose strong dependence on Greek themes for the subjects of his tragedies has
been attributed to the influence of Lancelot: cf. R. C. Knight, Racine et la Grèce,
30ff.
§ Brunet IV, 117; Cioranescu 39932; Barbier III, 557; cf. Sandys II, 290.
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Rare Collection of Eastern Proverbs by the First Translator of
The Arabian Nights
9. GALLAND, Antoine. Les paroles remarquables, les bons mots, et les maximes des
orientaux. Traduction de leurs ouvrages en Arabe, en Persan & en Turc, avec des
remarques. Paris: Simon Benard & Michel Brunet, 1694.
$950
12mo, [18], 356, [28] pages. Contemporary brown calf, five raised bands on spine,
five compartments with central floral gilt ornament, title gilt in second
compartment; surface wear, extremities of joints cracked; inoffensive worming in
extreme lower margins, very far from text; an early ownership signature in
upper margin of first dedication page canceled in ink.
FIRST EDITION (not to be confused with the much more common piracy
published at The Hague with the same date but a different collation) of a
compilation of Eastern proverbs, maxims, anecdotes, witticisms, etc., translated
from the Arabic, Persian, and Turkish by the French Orientalist and Antoine
Galland (1646-1715). Ten years later Galland began publishing his French
translation—which was also the first in any European language—of One
Thousand and One Nights, published in twelve volumes between 1704 and 1717;
Galland's translation was to exert a major influence on subsequent European
literature and attitudes to the Islamic world.
The present collection, in which each entry is accompanied by Galland's
comments, is remarkably rare: only one copy may be located in an American
collection (University of Texas); the following year an English translation was
published in London under the title The remarkable sayings, apothegms and maxims
of the Eastern nations: abstracted and translated out of their books written in the
Arabian, Persian and Turkish language (Wing G169; ESTC R7403).
§ Quérard III, 795; for the Hague piracy see Cioranescu 32136 and Duplessis,
Bibliographie parémiologique, no. 72.
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Very Rare "Mystical Sunflower"
10. GIANOTTI, Alfonso, S.J. Mysticum heliotropium Hoc Est Selectae Industriae
Ad Unionem Cum Deo consequendam. Ingolstadt: Joannes Ostermayr, 1658. $750
16mo (98 x 57 mm: 3.86 x 2.24 inches), [8] leaves, 267, [5] pp. Two title pages, one
engraved, the other letterpress: the former consists of a full-page emblematic
design which includes several Latin Biblical quotes. Bound in 19th-century
quarter brown morocco, five raised bands on spine, with small gilt design in the
compartments; small paper defect in the lower margins of the first quire affecting
a portion of the border of the engraved tittle and some letters in the letterpress
title, including the last two roman digits of the date.
FIRST LATIN EDITION (see below) of the widely popular
spiritual treatise whose title translates "The Mystical
Sunflower," by the Jesuit theologian Alfonso Gianotti (15961649), Rector at Reggio and Bologna. The work's title is a
metaphor expressing that just as the sunflower always faces
the sun, so the Christian soul is engaged in the constant
pursuit of connecting itself with God.
This Latin translation, attributed in the title to "Another
member of the Society of Jesus," is based on the elusive
original Italian version, Il mistico Girasole, believed to have
first been published at Bologna in 1641, and reprinted there
in 1646; although such Italian editions are mentioned by
several sources (e.g., Tiraboschi, Biblioteca Modenese II, p. 403,
and G. Melzi, Dizionario di opere anonime ... di scrittori Italiani,
vol. 1, p. 70), no copy of any edition appears to have
survived: I have been unable to locate an actual copy of any
edition in any catalogue, including OCLC, WorldCat, NUC, etc. The work was
also translated into German as Die Geistliche Sonnenwend (Munich 1659).
Of the present first Latin edition a small handful of copies are known in
European libraries, and reprints are recorded in 1665 and 1698; of this 1658 first
edition and its 1665 reprint no copies may be located in American collections; of
the 1698 reprint one copy is located at Harvard.
§ De Backer III, p. 1392, no. 2; VD17 12:102783F.
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The Life and Duties of Virgins
11. [GIRARD DE VILLETHIERRY, Jean]. La vie des Vierges, ou les devoirs et
obligations des Vierges Chrétiennes, Seconde édition, revue et corrigée par l’auteur
[Followed by, Aux vierges chrétiennes sur le bonheur et les engagemens de leur état].
Paris: François Pralard fils, 1695.
$675
Two parts in one volume, 12mo, I. [12] leaves, 382 pages,
[1] leaf; II. [1] leaf, 23 pp.; engraved emblem of Fortuna
on page signed by Pierre Giffart (1638-1723); woodcut
headpieces and capitals. Contemporary calf, five raised
bands on spine, five compartments with central floral
gilt ornament, title gilt in second compartment; joints
cracked but holding, wear to corners and spine
extremities (leather defect in lower spine compartment).
PROVENANCE: On the first binder's blank is the early
signature of 'Mélanie Lorgès'; on the title is the early
two-line ownership inscription of the 'Révérend père
Raphaëlle Janot religieux de la Charité.'
Published anonymously, this "Life of Christian Virgins,
and their Duties and Obligations," by Jean Girard de
Villethierry (1641-1709), priest of the Diocese of Paris,
and prolific author, presents a glorification of Christian
virginity. The present is the second, revised and
corrected edition (the first is dated 1693).
Following the main text is the author's verse letter to
Madame de Maintenon (Françoise d'Aubigné, Marquise
de Maintenon, 1635-1719), who had married King Louis XIV in 1683 (her first
husband had been the poet Paul Scarron). In 1686 she founded at Saint-Cyr, a
village near Versailles, the Maison royale de Saint-Louis, a school for poor girls
of noble families. At her request the King endowed St-Cyr, and Madame de
Maintenon drew up the rules of the institution and attended to its every detail.
Her work also had a lasting impact on the original feminist movement, one aim
of which was to promote educational equality between the sexes to help lowerclass women escape their condition and prostitution.
Following this letter is another one, in the form of a series of poems addressed to
the young ladies of Saint-Cyr, describing their duties and warning against the
treacherous pitfalls that may jeopardize their purity, e.g.:
A Virgin must love only Christ, her spouse
A Virgin must reject luxury
A Virgin must consider theater and opera as poisons
A Virgin must abstain from reading novels, etc.
The book proved quite popular, judging from its many re-issues: 1698, 1703, 1707,
1714, 1716, 1725. All editions are rare: thus no copy of either the first or of this
sevcon these the only editions represented in U.S. collections are those of 1703
(Harvard and U Wisconsin), and 1725 (Newberry, UCLA, UDayton).
§ Cioranescu 33117; Barbier IV, 1020.
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Rare 16 th-Century Biographies
12. GRAZIANI, Antonio Maria. De Casibus virorum illustrium. (Ed. Esprit
Fléchier). Paris: Antoine Cellier, 1680.
$1,750
4to, [4] leaves, 411, [1] pp., [6] leaves. Woodcut ornamental device on title,
handsome engraved headpiece and capital on first page of dedication, woodcut
pictorial headpiece on first page of text, and woodcut capitals and tailpieces.
Contemporary brown calf, five raised bands on spine, gilt floral tools in the
compartments, second compartment titled in gilt; head and foot of spine, and
corners worn; light brown stain in lower portion of title page; overall a fine copy.

On a binder's blank an early reader has entered a 15-line biography of the
author and an account of this edition.

FIRST EDITION of a collection of biographies of some of the most prominent
personalities, both male and female, of the 16th century, including monarchs,
religious and political figures, etc. Included are Henry VIII, Catherine of Aragon,
Mary Tudor, Cesare Borgia, Alessandro de' Medici, Girolamo Savonarola, John
Dudley, Thomas Wolsey, John Fisher, Reginald Pole, Thomas More, et al.
The historian and biographer Antonio Maria Graziani (1537-1611), Bishop of
Amelia and Apostolic Nuncio to Venice, left his work unpublished at his death; it
was not until seven decades later that it was discovered by the French author
Esprit Fléchier (1632-1710), Bishop of Nîmes and a member of the French
Academy, under whose editorship it was published in the present edition.
§ Goldsmith, STC French 17C, G683.
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An Appeal for the Unification of the Eastern and Western Churches
13. KALEKAS, Manuel [CALECA, Manuel]. Contra Graecorum errores, libri
quatuor. Olim ab Latine versi, ab Ambrosio Camaldulensis; nunc in lucem prolati, et
notis illustrati, a Petro Stevarti (Tr. Ambrogio Traversari; Ed. Peter Stevart).
Ingolstadt: Ex Typographia Ederiana, for Andreas Angermaier, 1608.
$1,500
4to, [8] leaves., 470 pp. [5] leaves; engraved armorial printer's device on title,
woodcut historiated initials and head- and tailpieces. Modern half vellum and
boards; old German stamp on title page with duplicate notation.
FIRST EDITION. Manuel Kalekas (1360-1410), a Byzantine theologian, Catholic
convert and unionist, sought to reconcile the Eastern and Western Churches. In
1390, with this objective in mind, he wrote the present treatise, Against the Errors
of the Greeks, in which he castigates the Byzantines. Although the original Greek
text is no longer extant, it is known through the Latin translation by the humanist
Ambrogio Traversari (1386-1439), of which the present is the first edition. The text
is edited by Peter Stevart (1549-1624), Rector and Professor of theology at
Ingolstadt.
§ VD 17, 12:142502Y.
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With Contemporary Criticism of Molière
14. LE PAYS, René. Les nouvelles oeuvres. Paris: Charles de Sercy, 1672.

$850

Two parts in one volume, 12mo, [24], 237; [8], 279 pp. (with an extra title for part
II); woodcut ornaments on both titles, and as head- and tailpieces. Contemporary
vellum over boards; remains of two title-labels on spine.
FIRST EDITION of this collection of letters, poems, and chansons by the
notoriously mannered poet René Le Pays (1636-1690) whose appeal was almost
entirely limited to a female readership—as evidenced by the addressees of the
pieces, most of which are dedicated to anonymous "Mesdames" or "Damoiselles"
often (but not always) identified by their initials only.
Le Pays was met with quite a different reception with his male audience; thus
Boileau referred to him as a “pleasant buffoon,”a judgment that Le Pays accepts
graciously from the great literary critic, and forms the subject of an entire letter
(Second part, second book, first letter: pp. 133-136), in which he argues that
despite Boileau’s satirical remark, he will continue to compose verse, for, after
all, “Molière is not grieved to see wretched clowns on stage, nor does it displease
Le Brun that the realm is filled with ignorant painters.”

This first edition was published in partnership among three publishers, and is
consequently found with three different imprints: Claude Barbin, Denys Thierry,
and Charles de Sercy (as here).
§ Brunet III, 990; Quérard, La France littéraire V, p. 185.
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Sammelband of Five Important First Editions
15. LE MIRE, Aubert.

Origines coenobiorum Benedictinorum in Belgio.
Antwerp: H. Verdussen, 1606.
8vo, [10] leaves, 199, [1] pp., [4] leaves; woodcut printer's device on title,
ornamental woodcut tailpieces and initials.
Bound with:
II. LE MIRE, Aubert. Elenchus historicorum Belgii, nondum typis editorum.
Antwerp: H. Verdussen, 1606. 15 pp. woodcut printer's device on title.
Bound with:
III. PUTEANUS, Erycius. De Erycio nomine syntagma. item Iuli Paridis de
nominibus epitome. Hanau: C. de Marne & heirs of J. Aubry, at the Wechel Press,
1606. 44 pp., [2] leaves (including last blank); woodcut "Pegasus" printer's device
on title and at the end.
Bound with:
IV. COUSIN, Jean. De prosperitate et exitio Salomonis. Douai: J. Bogard, 1599. 167
pp. Elaborate woodcut printer's device on title, ornamental initials.
Bound with:
V. HERAULD, Didier. Adversariorum libri duo. Paris: J. Perier, 1599. [8] leaves, 183
pp., [5] leaves; woodcut printer's device on title. The five works bound together
in 18th-century plain calf, back gilt in compartments created by four raised
bands; surface wear. With the Nordkirchen Library bookplate on front
pastedown.
$1,500
Interesting sammelband of five rare works on philological and theological
subjects, by four contemporary scholars, three Flemish and one French.
I. FIRST EDITION of a monograph on the origins and history of the
Benedictine Order, by Aubert Le Mire (Miraeus, 1573-1640), renowned Belgian
ecclesiastical historian, canon of the cathedral of Antwerp, and staunch
champion of the Catholic Church against the attacks of the Reformed movement.
The work is divided into 67 chapters in which Miraeus describes as many
Benedictine monasteries and convents.
II. FIRST EDITION of Le Mire's catalogue (or inventory) of unpublished
manuscripts held by ecclesiastic institutions; for each item Miraeus records the
title, author, and date of the work, and identifies the institution where the
manuscript is kept.
Miraeus's objective in compiling the catalogue was to encourage the heads of
the institutions to publish the manuscripts in their possession.
III. FIRST EDITION. The Flemish historian and humanist Erycius Puteanus
(1574-1646) had been a pupil of Justus Lipsius who inspired him to a life of
scholarship. This work consists of Puteanus's dissertation on the origin,
etymology, and examples of his own Christian name, Erycius (Eric), from ancient
times to his own day. In the course of his work the author provides certain
autobiographical details.
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In appendix Puteanus has added the portion of the "Epitome of Proper
Names" (De Nominibus Epitome) attributed to Julius Paris (4th-5th-century).
IV. FIRST EDITION of a dissertation of King Solomon by Jean Cousin
(Cognatus), a Belgian historian and theologian, canon of the cathedral of
Tournai.
V. FIRST EDITION. Didier Herauld (1575-1649), professor of Greek at Sedan,
and a member of the parliamentary bar in Paris, published an important treatise
on Greek and Roman law. The present work contains textual notes and
interpretations of Diogenes Laertius, Herodotus, Pindar, Plautus, Aristotle,
Cicero, and Juvenal. The second part (pp. 135-183) consists of an extensive critique
of the recently published editio princeps of Iamblichus's Life of Pythagoras
(Heidelberg, 1598).
§ I. Ch. Matagne, Répertoire des ouvrages du XVIIe siècle de la Bibliothèque du
C.D.R.R. (1601-1650), L-141; not in Simoni; II. Not in Simoni; III. Bibliotheca
Belgica IV, p. 762, P 156; not in Paisey; IV. Cioranescu 22407; Répertoire
bibliographique II (Douai), p. 350, no. 291; V. Adams H-291.
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With a Long Section on the Wines of Bordeaux
16. LURBE, Gabriel de. Anciens et Nouveaux statuts de la ville et cité de Bourdeaus.
Esquels sont contenues les Ordonnances requises pour la police de ladicte ville, et de tous
les estats et maistrises d'icelle. Bordeaux: S. Millanges, 1612.
$950
4to, [8], 342 (i.e. 336] pages: (p)4, A-Z4, Aa-Ss4; page numbers 73-86 omitted by
the printer, with many other numbering errors; quire I and K inverted;
handsome engraving of two angels on title. Modern vellum over boards, title
and date gilt on spine; occasional dampstains, including on title page; some
stains and marginal tears.
Important collection on the statutes and
regulations governing every conceivable
profession of Bordeaux, beginning with
the political and judicial officers of the
city: mayor, treasurer, judges, notaries,
guardians of the peace, et al., as well as the
laws applied to their elections. Among the
many professions included are physicians,
apothecaries, barbers and surgeons (pp.
228-243), leather tanners and parchment
makers, with details of preparing animal
skins for various leathers, such as vellum,
calf, morocco; once completed and dried
these skins may be sold to shoemakers and
booksellers for bindings (libraires, pp. 308315). One chapter (97-101) is devoted to the
statutes applying to the book trade,
including both printers and booksellers.
Thus all aspects of the Bordeaux daily life
is dealt with, particularly the professions
dealing with food and— this being
Bordeaux—wine,
to
which
twelve
chapters are devoted (185-207); every
aspect of wine production, labeling,
barreling, and consumption are dealt with,
including laws regulating brokers and tavern keepers; the sale of wine is also
strictly regulated: thus, e.g., English merchants are forbidden to purchase wines
directly from the vineyards but must do so through a local broker.
This is the second edition of the work, which first appeared in 1593 in a now very
rare edition. The author, Gabriel de Lurbe (d. 1613), a native of Bordeaux,
published several works on the subject of his native city.
§ Desgraves, Bibliographie bordelaise, no. 335; Desgraves, Répertoire bibliographique
des livres imprimés en France au XVIIe siècle, vol. 14 (Bordeaux), no. 187; Brunet III,
1238.
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Memoirs of the Nymphomaniac Queen
17. MARGUERITE DE VALOIS, Queen of France, 1553-1615. Les Memoires de la
Roine Marguerite. (Ed. Auger de Mauléon, sieur de Granier). Paris: Charles
Chappellain, 1628.
$1,200
8vo, [4] leaves, 362 pp., [2] blank leaves. Woodcut device on title. Contemporary
calf-backed boards, red edges, spine with five raised bands, second compartment
with title stamped in gilt on red morocco label, gilt floral design in the other five
compartments; some light surface wear; faint marginal dampstain in first eight
leaves. Early ownership signature ('T. Bonfils'?) on title page with that owner's
initials on final text page. Early ink corrections in the text based on the printed
list of errata.
FIRST EDITION, first issue, with privilege leaf and with
list of errata (a second issue was published under the
same date with all errata corrected in the text). In the
present copy an early reader has corrected the text in ink
throughout based on the printed list of errata (see photo
of one).
Marguerite de Valois (1553-1615), daughter of Henri II and
Catherine de’Medici, was married in 1572 to King
Henri IV who divorced her in 1599 due to—as popular
lore has it—her numerous infidelities. If she was indeed
a creature of loose morals, Marguerite was above all a
remarkably erudite and culture woman, as well as an
important political personality. It is believed that the real
cause of her divorce was her barrenness. The popular
image of Marguerite, who became known as "Reine
Margot" from the 1845 novel by Alexandre Dumas, is that
of a beautiful woman, cultured, nymphomaniac and
incestuous.
These Memoirs proved quite popular, published eight
times over the first two years of their initial appearance, with over twenty
additional authorized or clandestine editions until 1715. The text was translated
into English, as The memorialls of Margaret de Valoys, of which at least eleven
editions are known between 1641 and 1662, as well as into Italian (1641), and
Spanish (1646).
§ Brunet III, 1419; Tchemerzine IV, 392a; Gay III, 125; Barbier III, 201.
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18. MARTIGNAC, Etienne Algay de. Entretiens sur les anciens auteurs, contenant
en abregé leur vie & le jugement de leurs ouvrages, avec plusieurs extraits de leurs ecrits.
Paris: Veuve Pierre le Mercier, for herself, Guillaume de Luines & Robert Pepie,
1696.
$850
12mo, [6] leaves, 476 pages. Contemporary dark brown calf, five raised bands on
spine, gilt floral tools in the compartments, red morocco label in second
compartment titled in gilt; surface wear to binding, foot of spine worn away;
binding solid and internally fine; some light marginal water stains. 19th-century
bookplate inside front cover: "A.M. Dugueyt, Conseiller".
FIRST EDITION. The author, Etienne Algay de
Martignac (1620-1698), published popular French
prose translations of numerous Latin authors,
including Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Terence, Juvenal,
and Persius; of Martignac's translations Voltaire
wrote that "he was the first to produce bearable
prose translations of Virgil, Horace, etc."— It
may be added that in 1685 Martignac published
his translation of the Imitation of Jesus Christ
which proved quite popular being reprinted
dozens of times.
The present work, whose title translates,
"Conversations
about
Ancient
Authors,
Containing a Summary of their Lives and an
Appraisal of their Works, Including Several
Excerpts from their Writings," consists of a
lengthy dialogue between two scholars, Cleante
and Timandre, treating of the lives and works of
nearly fifty authors of Greek and Roman
antiquity, starting, naturally, with Homer. All
the great names of classical literature and
philosophy are the subjects of individual
chapters: Plato, Aristotle, Herodotus, Pindar,
Virgil, Horace, Propertius, et al.
The two interlocutors make one excursion into more modern times by devoting
one chapter to the celebrated Spanish humanist Juan Luis Vives (1492-1540, pp.
428-432). They point out that Vives was quite critical of the Arab interpreters of
Aristotle who, according to him, perverted Aristotle's true meaning being
unacquainted with classical antiquity and ignorant of Greek. Turning to Cicero
Vives felt that he should not be imitated in all matters, as the Ciceronians do; as
an example he cites the French humanist Christophe de Longueil for idolizing
Cicero to such an extant that Vives referred to him as "The Ape of Cicero" ("Le
singe de Ciceron").
This first edition, which is known with title pages dated 1696 and 1697, is quite
rare: the only copy located in an American collection is at UCLA (dated 1697).
§ Cioranescu 6863 (s.v. ALGAY).
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The Classic Work on the Rivers of France: Noble Provenance
19. MASSON, Jean Papire. Descriptio Fluminum Galliae, qua Francia est ... Nunc
primum in lucem edita. Paris: Jacques Quesnel, 1518 [i.e. 1618].
$1,500
8vo, [6] leaves (including author's engraved portrait by Léonard Gaultier), 684
pp., [13] leaves (with first and last blank); engraved printer's device on title;
woodcut head- and tailpieces, and initials. Contemporary calf, double gilt fillet
round sides, five raised bands on spine, gilt title in second compartments, and
gilt monogram 'NLP' of Nicolas Le Prévost du Parc in the other five, with Le
Prévost's arms stamped in gilt on sides; corners and spine extremities worn;
marginal dampstains. Overall a fine copy in its first binding.
FIRST EDITION of the important
posthumous geographic work on the rivers
and waterways of France by Jean Papire
Masson (1544-1611), celebrated French
historian, biographer, literary critic and
lawyer. The result of many years of
research, the work presents descriptions
and all the information that the author was
able to discover concerning the principal
navigable waterways of France: the Loire,
Seine, Rhône, Garonne, etc., with
descriptions of the regions and cities. In the
printed side-notes are given the vernacular
French names of the regions described in
the Latin text.
The
work,
which
was
published
posthumously by the author's brother,
Jean-Baptiste Masson, proved very popular
and was reprinted in 1678 and 1685
Provenance: Nicolas Le Prévost du Parc
(1556-1630), Royal Counselor to King Henri
III beginning in 1588 (see Olivier-Hermal
1393).
§ Cioranesco 16C, 14786
SEE ADDITIONAL PHOTOS ON THE NEXT PAGE…
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20. NEMOURS, Marie d'Orléans, duchesse de (1625-1707). Memoires de
M.L.D.D.N., contenant ce qui s'est passé de plus particulier en France pendant la
Guerre de Paris, jusqu'à la prison du Cardinal de Retz, arrivée en 1652. Avec les differens
caracteres des personnes, qui ont eu part à cette Guerre. (Ed. Marie Jeanne Lhéritier de
Villandon). Cologne [i.e. Paris]: N. pr., 1709.
$450
12mo, [8], 280, [10] pages; title-page printed in red and black. Contemporary calf,
back gilt; considerable surface wear, but solid; on the front free endpaper is a
long note in French in a late 18th-century hand about the provenance of this copy.
FIRST EDITION of the memoirs of Marie d'Orléans, Duchesse de Nemours (16251707), published posthumously two years after her death by the novelist Marie
Jeanne Lhéritier de Villandon (1664-1734).
These memoirs are important for not only corroborating, but also completing the
Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz about the French civil war known as The
Fronde. (It may be mentioned that the editor, Mlle Lhéritier de Valadon, was the
niece of Charles Perrault, the author of the celebrated collection of classic
children's tales.).
§ Cioranescu 50946 (and cf. 43387).
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21. OBRECHT, Ulrich. Alsaticarum rerum prodromus. Strassburg: Simon Paulli,
1681.
$750
4to, [6] leaves, 332, pp., [8] leaves; copper-engraved vignette on title; copperengraved printer's device at the end; several copper-engravings in the text,
including one full-page. 19th-century vellum-backed boards; early inscription
erased from title page.
ONLY EDITION of this history of Alsatian antiquities, forms of government,
laws, etc. The author, Ulrich Obrecht (1646-1701), a Strassburg historian and legal
scholar, had projected three further volumes which were never published due to
the surrender of Strassburg to Louis XIV the very year of publication of this
volume.
§ VD 17, 23:304090Q; BL German 17C, O12; Haag VIII, 37, no. xviii.
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First Edition Based on the Codex Pithoeanus:
Our Oldest and Best Textual Source
22. PERSIUS & JUVENAL. A. Persii Satyrarum liber I. D. Iunii Iuvenalis
Satyrarum lib. V. Sulpiciae Satyra I. Cum veteribus commentariis nunc primum editis.
(Ed. Pierre Pithou). Paris: Mamert Patisson, at the press of Robert Estienne, 1585.
$850
8vo, [10], 302, [10] pp. Estienne device on title;
foliated initial and ornamental headpiece at
beginning. 17th-century polished calf, double gilt
fillet round sides, five raised bands on spine, gilt
floral tools in the compartments; title label missing
from second compartment; all edges gilt; a fine
copy with some wear to corners and joints of
binding; a few scattered underscorings and
marginalia in an early hand.
Landmark first Pithou edition of Juvenal and
Persius, including for the first time the ancient
scholia and glosses on both authors.
Pierre Pithou (1539-1596), the ablest scholar in
France after Scaliger (cf. Sandys II, 192), was
enabled to publish these improved texts thanks to
a 9th-century manuscript (written in the
Benedictine abbey of Lorsch) given to him by his
brother François; this manuscript, which is today
our oldest and best textual source for the two
satirists, is now at Montpellier, and is still commonly known as the "Codex
Pithoeanus," after its first editor.
§ Renouard, Estienne, 186: 2; Schweiger 710; M. H. Morgan, A Bibliography of
Persius, no. 195; cf. G. Highet, Juvenal the Satirist, pp. 207-208, 320; Schreiber 258.
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"By far the most bulky edition of Petronius that had yet appeared"
23. PETRONIUS. Satiricon, cum Petroniorum fragmentis, noviter recensitum,
interpolatum & auctum. Accesserunt seorsim notae & observationes variorum.
Helenopoli [i.e. Frankfurt]: Johann Bringer, for Johann Theobald Schönwetter,
1610.
$650
Two parts in one volume, 12mo, [8] leaves, 238 pp., [1] leaf; [4] leaves (including
last blank), 784 pages. Title printed within lavishly copper-engraved border
representing various figures. Contemporary vellum with overlapping edges;
binding a bit soiled; light, even browning of paper throughout. Early library
stamp on second leaf and inside front cover, marked "ausgeschieden"
(=withdrawn); ownership inscription dated 1974 on first binder's blank.
First edition of Petronius with the extensive commentary of Melchior Goldast
(1576-1625) which is known as "... by far the most bulky edition of Petronius that
had yet appeared" (Gaselee, op. cit. below, p.149); besides the text it contains an
extensive 784 page second part the notes of more than twenty commentators,
named and anonymous, including those of Pierre Pithou, Henri Estienne,
Joannes Sambucus, Janus Dousa, et al. The most extensive and elaborate notes
are those of "Georgius Erhardus," which was a pseudonym adopted by
Goldastus himself.
Condition: Overall a good copy except for the light paper browning throughout
due to the quality of the paper affecting most copies of this edition.
§ Gaselee, The Bibliography of Petronius (1910), no. 23; Schmeling & Stuckey, A
Bibliography of Petronius (1977), no. 36.
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A Fake Exposed
24. [PETRONIUS] BARANTE, Claude-Ignace Brugière de. Observations sur le
Petrone trouvé à Belgrade en 1688. Et imprimé à Paris en 1693. Avec une Lettre sur
l'Ouvrage & la Personne de Petrone. Paris: Widow of Daniel Hortemels, 1694. $750
12mo, [1] leaf, 213, [1] pages; two woodcut headpiece s and capitals.
Contemporary calf, five raised bands on spine, gilt floral tools in the
compartments, second compartment titled in gilt; binding with considerable
surface wear but solid; internally in fine, fresh condition. On title is the 18thcentury ownership signature of Gabriel Deperet (de Maury), French physician,
author of a work on opium (De opio, 1784).
FIRST EDITION of the first philological exposure of
Nodot's forgeries. François Nodot (c. 1650-1710), a
soldier of fortune and writer, published his sensational
discovery of new fragments of the Satyricon, the
notorious first-century picaresque novel by Petronius
which survives only in a fragmentary state. Nodot
claimed to have discovered these new fragments,
which conveniently fill some of the lacunae in the text,
at Belgrade in 1688 and first published them in his
edition of 1691 followed by his French translation of of
the text in 1693.
Although Nodot's discoveries have long since been
established as forgeries, they were accepted as genuine
by many French scholars and some learned academies.
However, the objections of eminent philologists
outside France, notably Leibniz and Bentley, soon
began to be heard, all denying the possibility that
Nodot's fragments could be genuine. In France itself
the conviction was pressed home in the present work
by the lawyer Breugière de Barante (c. 1670-1744), who, under the pseudonym
Georges Pélissier, as it appears in the Royal privilege, convincingly exposes
Nodot's "discoveries" as forgeries on philological grounds.
§ A. Freeman, Bibliotheca Fictiva. A Collection of Books & Manuscripts Relating to
Literary Forgery, no. 373 (the Lyon edition); Gaseleee, Bibliography of Petronius, no.
165; G. L Schmeling & J. H. Stuckey, A Bibliography of Petronius, no. 805.
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The First Book Illustrated by Rubens
25. RUBENS, Philippe. Electorum libri II. Antwerp: Plantin-Moretus, 1608.
4to, [8] leaves, 124 pp., [2] leaves. Engraved Plantin device on title, woodcut
device at the end. With four double-page engraved plates and two smaller
engravings in the text. Contemporary vellum over boards; binding somewhat
dust-soiled; edges of upper margins of some preliminary leaves browned (far
from text); overall a fine, tall copy. Inside front cover are two bookplates: 'Ig. van
Bavegem', and 'Joseph J. Morrow'.
$2,500
FIRST EDITION of a work on Roman antiquities and literature by Peter Paul
Rubens's older brother Philippe Rubens (1574-1611), archaeologist and classical
scholar. The work is illustrated with engravings after drawings by Peter Paul
Rubens, and is the first book to contain illustrations by the great artist.

Although Rubens designed the title pages of many books, only a small handful
(seven or eight) are known to contain illustrations after his drawings, and
Philippe Rubens's Electorum libri II is the earliest of these. The book contains five
illustrations engraved by Cornelis Galle after drawings by Rubens, depicting
ancient Roman dress, athletic events, and religious articles; Rubens copied these
from ancient reliefs and statues in Rome: for a detailed discussion of the classical
sources for these five engravings, see M. van der Meulen, Petrus Paulus Rubens
Antiquarius (Utrecht 1975), pp. 78-80, note 31.
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The second part, "Ad Iustum Lipsium poematia," consists of poems which
Philippe dedicated to his teacher, the great Flemish humanist Justus Lipsius,
whose favorite pupil he had been; it includes an elegy on the death of Lipsius,
which occurred two years previously, in 1606.
The work closes with a long and very interesting poem, "Ad Petrum Paullum
Rubenum navigantem," addressed by Philippe to his younger brother, wishing
him a safe sailing to Italy; it includes a reference to Peter Paul's artistic talent,
equal to that of the renowned 4th-century BC Greek painter Apelles.
§ Funck 238 and 387; M. Rooses, L'Oeuvre de Rubens V, 115-116; Held, Rubens and
the Book, 173-174; see also A. Frauendorfer, "Rubens als Buchillustrator," in
Philobiblon 12 (1940), 123-133.
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The Most Comprehensive Treatise on the Eucharist
With Attacks on Calvin and Beza
26. SAINCTES, Claude de. De rebus Eucharistiae controversis, repetitiones seu libri
decem. Paris: Pierre L'Huillier, 1576.
$1,750
Folio (377 x 245 mm), [20] (including a4 blank), 396, [12] leaves; roman type; large
woodcut printer's device [Renouard 669: citing this work] on title; woodcut
ornamental headpieces and initials. Handsome modern half leather; several
early inscriptions on title-page canceled in ink; internally in fine condition, with
good margins.

FIRST EDITION of the exhaustive treatise on the Eucharist by Claude de Sainctes
(1525-1591), bishop of Evreux and Catholic controversialist, enemy of Calvin and
Beza. This first edition was issued with title pages dated either 1575 or 1576.
This monumental work, which was the most thorough and extensive ever
published on the subject at the time, is considered Sainctes's most important—as
well as the rarest—of all his writings. He defends the dogma of the Church
against those that he considered heretics, including Calvin and Beza. The latter
immediately published a Response to Sainctes: Ad repetitionem primam F. Claudii
de Sainctes De rebus Eucharistiae controversis Responsio (1577).
Sainctes's comprehensive treatise, which became the starting point for all those
who treated this subject after him, is divided into ten sections. The first six deal
with the origins and institution of the Eucharist, proving the reality of the Body
and Blood of Christ through Scripture and the Church Fathers; the next two deal
with Transubstantiation; the ninth deals with Adoration, and the tenth with
Communion under one species (i.e. bread alone), in opposition to the Reformers
who insisted that Communion in both kinds alone had Scriptural warrant.
The author includes a lengthy 16-page dedication to King Henri III; this long,
laudatory dedication becomes ironic in view of later events: soon after Henri III's
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assassination in 1589, Sainctes, who had joined the Catholic League and was very
zealous in his efforts to convert Protestants, was forced to flee Evreux after the
royal troops took possession of it. Among his papers was found a document in
which he approved the murder of Henri III and maintained that one could
likewise kill his successor, Henri IV. Arrested and arraigned, Sainctes was
condemned to death as guilty of high treason. At the request of the Cardinal of
Bourbon, Henri IV commuted his sentence to life imprisonment, and he was
confined in the château of Crèvecoeur where he died in 1591.
Very rare: only two copies may be located in American institutional libraries:
Harvard and Villanova.
§ Cioranesco 20131; Adams S-85.
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27. SAINT-JULIEN, Pierre de. Meslanges historiques et recueils de diverses matières
pour la pluspart paradoxalles, & neantmoins vrayes. Lyon: B. Rigaud, 1588.
$950
8vo, [32], 702 pp., [1] leaf (errata); [1] folding genealogical table; two woodcut
coats of arms; woodcut initials. 18th-century speckled boards, leather label on
spine titled in gilt; front joint cracked but solid; red edges. The Yemeniz copy,
with his bookplate (no. 2177 in the Yemeniz sale catalogue, Paris 1867); later
owned by Comte Chappaz de La Prat (1899-1968), with his usual small red and
green armorial stamps on the title, and the tiny red stamp repeated on the first
text leaf and on the final errata leaf; an 18th-century owner has corrected the text
throughout according to the final leaf of errata, and has added a 4-page
manuscript index at the end, as well as a 13-line note about the volume's content
on the front binder's blank.
FIRST EDITION of this collection of 25
miscellaneous essays consisting predominantly
of the history and genealogies of royal and noble
houses and dynasties, enlivened by curious and
entertaining behind-the-scenes anecdotes.
The author, Pierre de Saint-Julien de Balleure
(1519-1593), describes his topics as "paradoxalles",
an epithet which he explains by defining
paradoxe as a truth that, because it goes against
what is generally believed—or was not before
known—may strike the reader as astounding.
Besides the purely historical and genealogical
subjects Saint-Julien includes a few on religious
matters: e.g. a chapter on Faith (pp. 114-160), one
on people who address God impertinently with
the familiar form Toi (pp. 161-166), etc.
Several of the chapters concern the history and
genealogies of Burgundian families—SaintJulien himself was a member of a prestigious
Burgundian family which forms the subject of
one of the chapters (pp. 401-446), including a description of its coat-of-arms
illustrated with a woodcut. It should be mentioned that the author's best-known
work is a history of the Burgundians: De l’origine des Bourgongnons, et antiquité des
estats de Bourgongne (1581).
A major chapter concerns Hugh Capet, the first king of the Franks and founder
of the Capetian dynasty; this section (pp. 216-261), which has its own separate
title-page and is illustrated with a folding genealogical table, had already been
published as a monograph in 1585: Discours et paradoxe de l'origine de Hugues Capet,
here printed with a few revisions and additions.
§ Cioranesco 20241; Baudrier III, 409; Gültlingen XII, no. 1279.
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A Feminist Novelist's Masterpiece
28. [SALIÈZ, Antoinette de Salvan, Comtesse de]. La comtesse d'Isembourg.
Paris: Claude Barbin, 1678.
$1,500
12mo, 100 pp.; woodcut ornament on title; woodcut headpiece and capital on
opening page. Handsome modern polished red calf decorated and titled in gilt
(binding signed 'A. Lugan' [see below]); brown stain in upper outer margins of
first ten leaves, not touching printed text; worming in lower margins of final
leaves (far from text). Bound in front is a manuscript leaf containing
bibliographical material concerning this edition; in addition, loosely inserted is a
similar leaf in an earlier hand. Preserved in a custom slipcase.
One of the two editions of this historical novel published in 1678 but with
different collations (see below), by the French writer and feminist Antoinette de
Salvan de Saliez (or Saliès: 1639-1730), native of Albi, a commune in southern
France, and wife of Count Antoine de Saliez. After the latter's death, in 1672,
Antoinette devoted herself to romantic writing in the form of historical novels as
well as poetic and epistolary writings, becoming known under the nickname
"The Muse of Albi." [It may be worth noting that A. Lugan, the binder of this
volume, is/was also active at Albi.]
The Countess's major publication, and the one for which she is best known, is the
present historical novel told in the female voice. It tells the story of real-life
German princess Marie-Anne von Hohenzollern (1614-1670), who as a young girl
is given in marriage to the sixty-year-old Count of Isembourg (or Isenburg),
whom the author depicts as an ugly and wild man who who has a penchant for
poisoning his wives, and who thinks of nothing but "to instill fear in the youthful
countess." Marie-Anne manages to escape with the help of two faithful servants,
and with the greater part of her gold and jewelry. After numerous adventures
she finally settles in Albi where she purchases a small castle. It is in Albi that the
author met her (see Siep Stuurman, "Literary Feminism in Seventeenth‐Century
Southern France: The Case of Antoinette de Salvan de Saliez," The Journal of
Modern History, Vol. 71, no.1 (March 1999), p. 11.)
As mentioned above, two editions appeared in 1678, one with 235 pages, the other
with 100. It is believed that, as the the two manuscript pages explain, after the
first 1678 edition appeared it proved so successful that the publisher quickly
produced another printing that same year with identical text but different
pagination: this difference in pagination is accounted for by a larger type used in
the 235-page edition and a smaller one used in the 100-page version, of which the
present is an example.
Both versions of the first edition are extremely rare and no copy of either is
represented in any American institutional collection; a copy of a 1680 reprint is
located at the Newberry Library.
§ Cioranescu 61425; Reed, Claude Barbin, p. 103, no. 340); R.C. Williams,
Bibliography of the 17th-Century Novel in France, p. 216; Barbier I, 662; Stuurman, op.
cit. above, pp. 1-27.
SEE PHOTOS ON NEXT PAGE !
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No. 28
Proving the Existence of God by Cartesian Science
29. [SALLO, Denis de, sieur de la Coudraye]. Traitez de metaphysique, demontrée
selon la methode des geometres. Paris: André Pralard, 1693.
$1,300
12mo, [16] leaves, 220 pp., [1] leaf.; woodcut device on title page, woodcut headand tailpieces and initials. Contemporary calf, spine with five raised bands, gilt
floral designs in the compartments; joints, corners and head and foot of spine
worn; early ownership signature on title: "ex libris Borraud."
FIRST EDITION, first issue (the second is dated 1694) of
this anonymous treatise of metaphysics, specifically on
proving God's existence and attributes, and His role in
every aspect of man and the world. In his preface the
author states that he has recourse to the scientific
method, more precisely, the science of geometry,
because he is not aware of any other means of arriving
with certainty at what is really true, such as, e.g., the
existence of God or of man.
The author bases his proofs on the philosophy of
Descartes, whose Méditations he quotes (p. 28), and also
of Malebranche, whose Recherche de la vérité he refers to
in his preface (fol. a12 ). It is quite evident that the
author relied quite heavily on these two authors,
especially the former, as may be seen, e.g., in his
paraphrase of Descartes' famous proposition "Cogito
ergo sum" ("I think therefore I am") to prove his—and
r
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therefore man's—existence: thus he states (p. 73), "Je pense, puisque je doute si je
suis, et je ne puis douter, sans penser actuallement. Or je ne puis penser, sans que
j'existe, le néant n'aïant aucunes proprietés. Donc il est si cetrtain que l'esprit
existe, qu'on ne peut douter de son existence"; and on p. 5 the author uses the
same proposition to prove the existence of God: "Il est evident qu'il y a un Dieu.
On ne peut penser à aucun être, s'il n'existe actuellement ... le néant n'aïant point
de de proprietez" ("It is evident that there is a God, for one cannot think of any
being unless he actually exists ... nothingness not having any properties.")
This rare anonymous work, which circulated under the name 'La Coudraye', has
been variously attributed to the theologian Henri Lelevel (1655-1705), author of
another similar work (Vraie et la fausse métaphysique, 1694), and, more
convincingly, to Denis de Sallo, sieur de la Coudraye (1626-1669), founder of the
Journal des Savants, the first European literary and scientific periodical. It may
also be mentioned that, apparently due to a confusion of names, in the Paris BnF
catalogue and elsewhere, this work is attributed to the French politician and
navy officer François-Célestin de Loynes de La Coudraye, whose dates (1743-1815)
make his authorship chronologically impossible.
Very rare: apart from a handful of copies in European collections, only one copy
may be located in an American library (UCLA).
§ Barbier, Dictionnaire des ouvrages anonymes IV, p. 812 (the 1694 edition
The Third Known Copy?
30. TITELMANS, Franciscus. Le traicte de l’exposition des misteres de la Messe.
Deux expositions du Sainct Canon d’icelle (Tr. C. Hilaire). Lyon: N. Petit, 1544. $975
8vo, [4], 92 leaves (fol. 1 misnumbered 9, with other inconsistent numbering);
woodcut ornamental initials. Modern brown calf, gilt in Renaissance style; lower
margin of title page with brownish stain and with a repair (touching three letters
of imprint). Armorial bookplate of the noted Lyon bibliophile Maurice
Desgeorge.
FIRST EDITION of the first vernacular edition of Titelmans's work on the
mysteries of the Eucharist and Incarnation, with heavy emphasis on the necessity
to allow the Holy Spirit to enter one’s soul and to ask for its presence in prayer.
The second part, with separate title page, deals with the explication of the
liturgical prayers and their symbolism. The first Latin edition of these two
treatises, titled Tractatus de expositione mysteriorum Missae. Sacri canonis Missae
duplex expositio, was issued at Antwerp in 1528.
The Flemish Franciscan scholar Franciscus Titelmans (also Franciscus
Hasseltensis, 1502–1537), is best known for his bitter polemic with Erasmus over
New Testament exegesis; as a stubborn upholder of the orthodox scholastic
tradition, Titelmans attacked the new humanistic method represented especially
by Erasmus.
Of this first edition of the earliest vernacular translation only two copies are
known (besides the present: see reference below).
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§ Brunet V, 868-869 ("Traduction rare"); Gültlingen VII, 100 (locating only Lyon
BM; OCLC adds BNF).

Superb Large Paper Copy
31. VALERIUS FLACCUS, Caius. C. Valerii Flacci ... Argonauticon libri octo, cum
notis integris Ludovici Carrionis [et al.] ... curante Petro Burmanno, qui & suas
adnotationes adjecit. Leiden: Samuel Luchtmans, 1724.
$1,250
4to (leaf size: 288 x 232 mm; 11-3/8 x 9-1/8 inches), Extra engraved frontispiece
title representing the Argonauts sailing on the Argo being entertained by
Orpheus on his lyre, within an elaborate border incorporating the various
elements of the legend: the Golden Fleece, the Dragon, the Calydonian Boar, the
Harpies, etc. (see photo, p. 98); [160], 759, [1] pp., [50] leaves (the last consisting of
errata); large folding portrait of Burman at beginning (370 x 260 mm), engraved
by J. Houbraken after a painting by K. van der My; title-page printed in red and
black; title vignette, initials, tailpieces. Contemporary calf, professionally and
handsomely rebacked, with richly gilt spine and two morocco labels titled in gilt;
edges marbled and gilt.
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Impressive large-paper copy of Burman's great variorum edition of the epic of
Jason and the Argonauts in search of the Golden Fleece, by the first-century A.D.
poet Valerius Flaccus. The work is indebted to the Greek epic Argonautica by
Apollonius of Rhodes for its subject, and to Virgil's for its poetic style.
Valerius's epic follows the Argonauts through many famous adventures to the
point where Jason absconds from Colchis with Medea.
Pieter Burman (1668-1741), one of the greatest scholars of Holland, held the chair
of Latin respectively in Utrecht and Leiden, and produced a great many such
very useful "variorum" editions of the Latin classics which incorporated the
comments of the most eminent 16th- and 17th-century scholars. In this
monumental edition appear the comments, of N. Heinsius, G.J. Vossius, as well a
Latin translation by the well-known Bolognese humanist Giovanni Battista Pio
(died 1540) of those portions of the Greek epic Argonautica of Apollonius Rhodius
that supplement Valerius Flaccus's narrative (pp. 684-721). Also included (pp.
724-759) is Pio's Latin version of the Orphic Argonautica. This poem of about 1,400
lines occupies an exceptional position in Orphic literature, being an
autobiographical narrative in which Orpheus -- heavily influenced by a reading
of Apollonius Rhodius -- tells the story of his participation in Jason's expedition.
It can hardly be earlier and may well be later than the fourth century AD.
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The large striking engraved folding portrait of Burman (370 x 260 mm) is often
missing from copies of this edition. (see reproduction on preceding page).
This edition should not be confused with the 12mo edition of the same year
consisting of the text only, without the commentaries.
§ Brunet V, 1046; Schweiger 1100; Dibdin II, 516-517.
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Rare Autobiographical Writings
32. VIGNERON, Madeleine. La Vie et la conduite spirituelle de Mademoiselle
Madelene Vigneron. Suivant les Memoires qu'elle en a laissez par l'ordre de son
Directeur. Paris: [Widow of Denis Langlois] for Pierre de Launay, 1689.
$950
8vo, [32], 638 pages; woodcut device on title; woodcut headpieces and capitals.
Contemporary brown calf, five raised bands on spine, gilt floral tools in the
compartments, second compartment titled in gilt; corners and spine extremities
worn; three old joint repairs; on the front binder's blank is an early ownership
four-line inscription in French dated 1704, of Sister Monique Vanden Heuvel, at
the priory of Sion de Vilvoorde (Belgium). Overall a fine copy.
The second and preferred edition of the stirring journal that Madeleine Vigneron
(1628-1667), member of the Third Order of the Minims
of St. Francis of Paola, began to keep in 1653 and
continued until her premature death. It was first
published in 1679 and again in the present second,
and final, edition which is more complete than the
first. Added are Madeleine's series of 78 letters
representing her spiritual correspondence.
In these autobiographical writings, which were
collected and published by her Director, the Minim
Matthieu Bourdin, Madeleine speaks of the illnesses
that plagued her since childhood and greatly
handicapped her throughout a life that she dedicated
to God by caring for the poor.
A very rare book: the combined resources of NUC
and OCLC locate only one copy in America, at the
University of Dayton which also holds the only
American copy of the 1679 edition.
§ Cioranescu 66466 (the 1679 edition).
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With Numerous References to the Americas
& an Early Description of Aeronautics
33. WEBER, Johann Adam. Ars discurrendi de qualibet materia: ad centum fontes
reducta et multis exemplis inculpatè curiosis lectúque jucundis illustrata. Nuremberg:
Michael & Johann Friedrich Endter, 1673.
$1,250
8vo, [8], 770 [i.e. 774] pp. [pp. 561-564 misnumbered 557-560]; woodcut printer's
device on title. Contemporary vellum over boards; light browning of paper
throughout as is common with this edition, some light damp stains.
Johann Adam Weber (1611-1686), was an Austrian
Augustinian canon and polymath who divided his
professional activities between Vienna and Salzburg,
and published a great number of works on a variety of
subjects from 1667 and 1686, the year of his death. In
the present work, divided into one hundred chapters
on as many topics, each divided into several exempla,
are discussed such topics as monsters, miracles, fame,
music, humor and jokes, beauty, imitation, symbols,
inscriptions, law and statutes, predictions (astrology),
etc.
The author cites his examples both from the ancients
(e.g. Aristotle, Euclid, Galen), as well as from
contemporaries and near contemporaries (e.g.
Athanasius Kircher, J. Scaliger, Robert Hooke, Gaspar
Schott, Fracastoro, Fallopius, Lipsius, M.A. Muret, et al.
Weber's examples are also taken from various
continents and countries, including China, Japan, and
the Americas: scattered throughout are references to
the Americas, especially of folkloristic interest, Indian
customs and explorers (pp. 226, 413-415, 512, 647-649,
652, 704-705 and passim), with examples from Brasil,
Hispaniola, and Cuba.
The work is notorious for its third chapter, on Possibility, the first example of
which deals with the "Possibility of sailing through the air," (De possibilitate
navigationis in aëre, pages 9-11), which is considered an early example of a
description of aeronautics.
§ VD17: 3:004870P; Landis, European Americana, 673/172.
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The Birth of the Novel
34. XENOPHON [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα
Α.Β.Γ.Δ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor priores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538.
4to, 126, [2] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and
imprint; woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1115] on title and last leaf; woodcut
historiated Greek initials.
$2,400
BOUND WITH:
XENOPHON. [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα
Ε.Ζ.Η.Θ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor posteriores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1539.
139, [1] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and imprint;
woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1119] on title and last leaf; woodcut
historiated Greek initials.
BOUND WITH:
HERMOGENES. [Greek]. Ἑρμογένους τέχνη ῥητορικὴ τελειοτάτη. Hermogenis
Ars Rhetorica absolutissima. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538. 32 pages. Printed entirely in
Greek, except for two lines of title and imprint; woodcut printer's device
[Renouard 1119] on title; woodcut historiated Greek initial at beginning of text.

The three works bound together in handsome modern calf, five raised
bands on spine, original red edges; some light, inoffensive foxing. At foot of
first title page is an ownership inscription in a contemporary hand; the name has
been cancelled in ink, but the Christian name ('Joannes') can be made out, as well
as 'Carpentoractensis' (i.e. of Carpentras).

The second separate printing of the Greek text of Xenophon's Cyropaedia
("Education of Cyrus"), a biography of Cyrus the Great, merging fact with fiction,
so that this work is commonly regarded as the earliest historical novel.
Xenophon's straightforward style and didactic approach made the Cyropaedia a
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popular text in Renaissance and seventeenth-century classrooms. The work was
separately printed for the first time at Louvain, in 1527 (Hoffmann III, 581).
Part I consists of the first four books, and part II of the last four. Both parts were
produced with generous margins for entering the student's notes. A
contemporary hand has entered marginalia on seven pages of Book I.
Bound with the two parts of Xenophon's Cyropaedia is the Progymnasmata of
Hermogenes of Tarsus, the second-century rhetorician. The Progymnasmata, the
first of five works in which Hermogenes presented a complete course in school
rhetoric, was for three centuries the standard elementary introduction to the
study of the subject, until it was replaced by the abridgment made by
Aphthonius.
§ XENOPHON: Brunet V, 1492 ("édition peu commune"); Moreau V, 1117 and 1535;
Hoffmann III, 583; HERMOGENES: Moreau V, 921; not in Hoffmann.
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