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1. ARETIUS, Benedictus. Commentarii in Epistolas D. Pauli ad Philippenses,
Colossenses, & in utramque ad Thessal. facili et perspicua methodo conscripti, a D.
Benedicto Aretio Bernensi Theologo. Morges: J. Le Preux, 1580.
$950

8vo, [8], 300 pp., [2] blank leaves; title within a woodcut architectonic border,
featuring in the upper panel an anthropomorphic army of bears advancing in
attack; on title verso is a full-page woodcut portrait of the author. Handsome
modern brown calf, single blind fillet round sides, four raised bands on spine.
FIRST EDITION of the commentaries on Paul's
Epistles to the Philippians, Colossians, and
Thessalonians by the eminent Calvinist
theologian and botanist Benedictus Aretius
(1505–1574), who published commentaries on
the various books of the N.T., of which the
present first edition was issued posthumously.
Aretius was a many-sided scholar who had a
reputation as a botanist, in which capacity he
published an important treatise on the plants
growing on the Alps, of which he discovered
and described forty of great rarity. An
accomplished Hellenist he published an
important commentary on Pindar (issued
posthumously in 1587).
The printer Jean Le Preux was first active in
Paris, and fled to Lausanne c. 1563 because of
religious persecution; he established printing
establishments in Geneva and Morges. His
earliest Morges publications are dated 1580, in
which year he printed the present work, along with Aretius’ commentaries on
the Gospels and his Problemata theologica.
A very rare first edition of which the only copy in an American collection
appears to be that at the New York Union Theological Seminary.
§ Adams A-1607
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With 380 Pages of Songs by Baroque Composers
Including Musical Scores and Lyrics
2. BALLARD, Jean-Baptiste-Christophe. Les parodies nouvelles, et les vaudevilles
inconnus. Paris: Jean-Baptiste-Christophe Ballard, 1730-1732.
$3 ,600
Three books in one volume, oblong 4to (25 x 19 cm): I. [12]-128; II. [12], 135, [1]; III.
[8], 127, [1] pages. Woodcut device on titles; large ornamental woodcut initials
and tailpieces; with 380 pages of printed musical scores with French lyrics.
Contemporary brown calf, five raised bands on spine, in the compartments a gilt
floral tool; binding solid with only surface wear.
FIRST EDITIONS of the first three books—another four were published from 1734
to 1737—of collections of Baroque drinking and love songs, minuets, musical
parodies for one voice, some vocal duets and basso continuo.
The songs were collected, edited and printed by Jean-Baptiste-Christophe Ballard
(1674-1750), royal printer for music, and a member of the celebrated French family
of music printers and composers. Among the composers represented in these
three books are Lully, Rameau, Campra, Lalande, François Couperin, JeanBaptiste Morin and Jean-Féry Rebel; one minuet (Book I, p. 68) is attributed to
"Endel" (see photo on next page), who is generally identified with the celebrated
German-British Baroque composer George Frederick Handel.
The work is quite rare and all seven books are hardly ever found together; thus
in American institutional collections only the following books may be located:
Book I (Harvard), Book IV (Cornell), and Books II, III, V (Berkeley).
§ RISM B/II, pp. 280-281; New Grove II, p. 86.

Two more photos on the next page !
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Comedies by an Actor-Playwright, Pupil and Companion of Molière
3. BARON, Monsieur [pseud. of Michel Boyron]. Les oeuvres de mr. Le Baron.
Paris: Chez la veuve de L. Gontier, 1686-1687.
$1,800
Four parts in one volume, 12mo, Each play with its own title page with imprint:
Paris, Chez T. Guillain, 1686-1687 (see below); each play is separately paginated:
I. [4] leaves, 125 (misnumbered 225) pp.; II. [2] leaves, 56 pp.; III. [6] leaves, 148
pp.; IV. [1] leaf, 179, [1] pp. Woodcut designs on the title pages, and woodcut
headpieces. N.B. The four plays were here issued by the widow of Louis Gontier
with a general title page dated 1691. Contemporary mottled calf, five raised
bands on spine with gilt floral designs in five compartments, title gilt in the
second; at foot of spine is a gilt design of three crowns two of which with fleurs
de lys. A very good copy, in its first binding, with minor surface wear.
FIRST EDITIONS of the first four plays by Michel Boyron (aka Michel Baron
1653-1729), as well as the only ones published during his lifetime. The four
comedies, all in first editions, dated 1686-1687, and each bearing the imprint of
Thomas Guillain, are here issued with a general title page dated 1691 by the
widow of Louis Gontier. They include:
Le Rendez-vous des Thuilleries, ou le Coquet Trompé, Comédie (1686)
Les Enlèvemens, Comédie (1686)
L'homme à Bonne Fortune. Comédie (1686)
La Coquette, et la Fausse Prude, Comédie (1687)
These four comedies enjoyed great success: one, L'homme à Bonne
Fortune, Baron's most famous, was regularly performed well into
the 19th century.
Baron was both an actor and playwright—in the former capacity
Baron was the leading male actor of his generation, both comic
and tragic, appearing in plays by the greatest dramatists during
the reign of Louis XIV: Corneille, Racine, Regnard, and, of course,
Molière, whose pupil Baron had become at the age of twelve
before sharing the stage with him: in fact the great comic
playwright created some roles especially for Baron: thus, e.g., in
1671, Molière created the role of Amour (Cupid) in his tragédieballet Psyché, whose title-role was played by the famous Armande
Béjart, Molière's wife.
It is during the period of the productions of Psyché that Molière
and Baron engaged in a homosexual affair, the truth of which
literary scholars have long contested, until relatively recently,
when Maurice Lever, in Les Bûchers de Sodome (Paris, 1985, pp. 183186)), was the first—of several other—modern literary critics to
mention Molière and Baron among the French authors and artists who engaged
in homosexual relations during Louis XIV's reign.
§ Cioranescu 10029; Lancaster, A History of French Dramatic Literature in the
Seventeenth Century, Part IV, Vol. II, pp. 562-577.
See additional photos !
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Handsomely Rubricated Estienne Caesar
4. CAESAR, Caius Julius.
Estienne, 1544.

Rerum ab se gestarum commentarii. Paris: Robert
$2,500

8vo (leaf size: 158 x 97 mm), [16] leaves, 523 pp., [54] leaves [the last 52 leaves
(indices) are bound at the end of the Eutropius]; italic type; Estienne woodcut
device on title; two double-page woodcut maps and five full-page woodcut
plates.
BOUND WITH:

EUTROPIUS. Eutropii Epitome belli Gallici ex Suetonii Tranquilli monumentis quae
desiderantur. In C, Iulii Caesaris commentarios de bello Gallico ac Civili, Henrici
Glareani poetae laureati annotationes. Paris: R. Estienne, 1544. 134 pp., [9] leaves;
italic type; Estienne woodcut device on title. Handsome modern goatskin giltruled in antique style, two concentric double fillet gilt frames on sides, with gilt
fleur de lys at outer corners of inner frame, flat spine with similar gilt pattern; all
edges gilt.
A very fine copy, in a most appropriate,
handsome modern binding, respectful of the
period; the blank outer and lower margins
of the title-page of Caesar were expertly
restored at an early date, not affecting the
text; a persistent small round wormhole
runs through the inner margins of the
Caesar, but never touching the text. Both
works were decorated in the sixteenth
century with a total of 32 painted initials,
including one illuminated in gold at the
opening of the text of Caesar, two painted in
blue, and the rest in red.
I. A stunning copy of Robert Estienne's
handy edition of Caesar, illuminated and
rubricated at the period. The text is printed
in Estienne's new italic, introduced the
previous year. The text follows that of the
1513 Aldine edition, and even reproduces
Aldus's preface to the reader. In his own
note to the reader Estienne claims to have
improved the text from ancient manuscript
evidence, as well as from the help of some of
his learned friends.
The Estienne Caesar is rare in such good
condition, and with all seven woodcut plates
present: these consist of the two double-page maps of Gaul and Spain, and the
full-page woodcuts of Caesar's bridge over the Rhine, views of Bourges, Alesia,
Marseille, and Uxellodunum. These seven Paris blocks were adapted from the
illustrations in the Aldine edition, and were used the previous year by Vascosan
in his folio Caesar (see Mortimer, French Books, no. 124).
CONTINUED-!
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Following Caesar's text is the geographical alphabetical commentary by
Raimundus Marlianus. At the end of the Eutropius is an interesting Latin-French
glossary of place names mentioned by Caesar.
II. As a companion to the Caesar, with which it is often bound, Estienne printed
this epitome attributed to Eutropius of Suetonius's account of the Gallic War;
following Eutropius's text are printed the commentaries on Caesar by the great
Swiss humanist Henricus Glareanus (1488-1563).
§ I. Renouard 61:15; Schweiger 42; Schreiber 72; II. Renouard 61:13; Schweiger 42;
Schreiber 73.
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One of the Earliest and Rarest French "Machine Plays"
5. [DONNEAU DE VISÉ (also VIZÉ), Jean]. Les amours de Venus, et d'Adonis,
tragedie. Paris: Chez Estienne Loyson, 1670.
SOLD
12mo, [22], 72 pages; woodcut vignette of two cherubs on title, ornamental
woodcut head-and tailpieces and capitals. 19th-century red half morocco, spine
gilt, all edges gilt; some surface wear to binding. In the upper right corner of the
title page is a raised stamp of a crowned coat of arms.
FIRST EDITION, published anonymously but known to be from the pen of the
playwright and literary critic Jean Donneau de Visé (1638-1710). In 1672 Donneau
de Visé founded the popular review Le Mercure galant, which was published for
nearly three centuries—it ceased publication in 1965.
The present play on the loves of Venus and Adonis was produced as what is
known as a "Machine Play," a theatrical genre that was influenced in France by
the performance in 1647 in Paris of L'Orfeo, an opera on the myth of Orpheus and
Eurydice by the Italian composer Luigi Rossi. Thus the Machine Play (pièce à
machine) is a theatrical production that relies heavily on spectacular stage settings
and special effects, such as sea storms, flying divine beings, etc. In such
productions the spectacular element predominates, usually with a strong
admixture of music—this play was produced with music by Louis Mollier (d.
1688), composer, court musician and dancer.
This first edition is known with various imprints: besides that of E. Loyson, as
here, copies are also known with the imprints of Claude Barbin, Claude Jolly &
G. de Luynes. All are quite rare: only three copies may be located in American
institutional libraries: Harvard, JohnsHopkins (both Barbin), and SyracuseU
(Jolly).
§ Cioranescu 25894; Reed, Claude Barbin, no. 156.
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Pseudonymous Roman à Clef
6. ERYTHRAEUS, Janus Nicius [i.e. ROSSI, Gian Vittorio]. Iani Nicii Erythraei
Eudemiae libri decem. Cologne [i.e. Amsterdam?]: Jost Kalckhoven [i.e. J. Blaeu?],
1645.
$750
12mo, [16], 253, [3]. Woodcut printer's device on title; woodcut ornamental
capitals; full-page engraved portrait of the author. Contemporary vellum over
boards; binding a bit soiled; some light browning of paper.
Bizarre allegorical and satirical roman à clef in Latin prose and verse, in which
everything and everyone appears to be pseudonymous—not only the names of
the characters and places, but even the name of the author himself, the printer
(Jodocus Calcovius), and the place of publication (Coloniae Ubiorum).
The author, Gian Vittorio Rossi (1591-1640), who wrote and published under a
Hellenized version of his name, 'Janus Nicius Erythraeus,' was trained in letters
and philosophy under the Jesuits at the Roman College, and then studied law at
the Sapienza University of Rome. In 1610 he was appointed secretary to Cardinal
Andrea Perreti, a position he held until the cardinal's death in 1628. He then
retired to his house on the Gianicolo in Rome, which became a meeting-place for
Rossi's fellow intellectuals, including Alessandro Tassoni, Giovanni Ciampoli,
Leone Allacci, Gabriel Naudé, et al.)

Rossi's earliest publication was a preliminary version of this work in eight books,
published in 1637 at an unnamed press but believed, on typographical grounds,
to be the Leiden branch of the Elzevirs (see Willems 456). In the present second—
but first complete—edition, two books have been added. The narrative begins
when two first-century Romans caught in the conspiracy of Sejanus against
Tiberius decide to avoid the emperor's wrath by fleeing by sea into voluntary
exile. They are caught in a storm which drives them to an island named
Eudemia, unknown to the rest of the world, and which the author places within
the same latitude as Plato's Atlantis and Thomas More's Utopia; however, whilst
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these two earlier models depicted societies that embraced the ideals of every
virtue, Rossi depicts the citizens of Eudemia (which gives its name to his book)
as reproducing, in startling fashion, the corrupt customs, not of ancient Rome,
but of the Rome of his own day—the Rome of the papacy. Everything that the
two exiles witness about the morals and customs of the inhabitants of Eudemia
make up the narrative of the work. Thus, under the guise of an allegory, the
author has unmasked the vices of his fellow-citizens, and in particular, of the
high dignitaries of the Roman Church.
Literary scholars and historians have been able to unmask some of the
protagonists' pseudonyms—e.g. ‘Tyrrhenus’ = Cardinal Fabio Chigi, the future
Pope Alexander VII—but others still await identification.
Although the title page states that the edition was printed at Cologne by Jodocus
Calcovius (Jost Kalckhoven, a known Cologne printer), it has been suggested that
the real printer was J. Blaeu in Amsterdam: see Willems, Les Elzevier, p. 114: note
to no. 456.
§ VD17 23:275940F; Paisey (BL German 17C), E546.
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Sammelband with Four Rare Estienne Editions:
Including an Unrecorded Greek Text
7. [ESTIENNE EDITIONS]:
I. MERIGON, Pierre Bertrand. [Greek] Eiς semnotathn gunaika Karοlwttan
Gouaian γεγαμημενην ποτε τω επιφανεστατω ανδρι Νικολεω Βιρδουνω …
Επιταφιος Λογος. Paris: Robert III Estienne, 1622. 4to, [2] leaves, 28 (misn. 24)
pp. Greek type throughout, with two lines of Hebrew type; Estienne device
[Schreiber 11] on title; two ornamental woodcut headpieces and capitals. Portion
of blank top outer margin of title replaced, damp stain in top outer margins.
I. FIRST EDITION, apparently unrecorded, of this Greek eulogy for Charlotte
Dugué (also Du Guay d. 1621), wife of Nicolas de Verdun President of the
Parlement of Paris. Except for two lines of Hebrew (p. 19) this eulogy is printed
entirely in Greek, including all elements of the title page, including the date.
The author, Pierre Bertrand Merigon, was professor of Greek and Hebrew at the
University of Paris; among his best-known publications was his revision of
Clenard's popular Greek grammar: Grammatica Græca ... juxta institutiones N.
Clenardi (1618).
I have found no record of this Estienne publication anywhere, including
Renouard, OCLC, etc.; nor is it listed in the catalogue of Merigon's publications
on the BnF site:
http://data.bnf.fr/documents-by-rdt/12365340/70/page1
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I (Merigon)
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II. DU PRAT, Guillaume. [Greek] Λογος Πανηγυρικος Λοδοικω τω
Τρισκαιδεκατω, Βασιλει Χριστιανικωτατω. Paris: Robert III Estienne, 1621. [4], 8
pp. Estienne device [Schreiber 5] on title; woodcut capitals, woodcut head- and
tailpieces. Ownership signature 'Paul Belgarde' in upper margin of title-page in a
contemporary hand.
FIRST EDITION of the translation into Greek of Abel de Sainte-Marthe's Latin
panegyric of Louis XIII (see next item). The second part, titled Version du
panegyric escrit du Roy, consists of the translation into French of Sainte-Marthe's
Latin by ‘Du Jour’.

II (Du Prat)
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BOUND WITH:

III. SAINTE-MARTHE, Abel de. Panegyricus Ludovico XIII. Regi Christianissimo
[with} Version du panegyric escrit du Roy. Paris: Robert III Estienne, 1621. [2] leaves,
39, [1] pp. Estienne device [Schreiber 5] on title; woodcut capitals, woodcut headand tailpieces.
FIRST EDITION of Abel de Sainte-Marthe's original Latin version of his
panegyric of Louis XIII, whose Greek and French versions are bound before it.
BOUND WITH:

IV. [DUGUÉ (or DU GUAY), Charlotte]. Funeral Orations and other verse and
prose eulogies on her death, in French, Latin, Greek and Hebrew by various
authors {Paris: Robert III Estienne, c. 1621-1622]. 188 pages. No formal title page
[see below]; roman, italic, Greek and Hebrew types; numerous woodcut
headpieces and initials.
FIRST (and only) EDITION, and apparently the second copy recorded of this
collection of eulogies, funeral orations, and poems in French, Latin, Greek and
Hebrew, in memory of Charlotte Dugué (see above). Among the Greek texts is a
reprint (pp. 79-108) of Merigon's eulogy which had been published separately in
1622 (see item I).
Although issued without a conventional title page, and without a printer
identified, this collection may easily be attributed to the press of Robert III
Estienne, not only by its use of the distinctive Estienne Greek type, but also of the
woodcut capitals and headpieces used throughout, all part of the printing
material of the Estienne press: e.g., the woodcut headpiece on pp. 49, 127, 137 is
found on p. 1 of III and second leaf of II; the capital K on p. 81 is found on p. 1 of
I; capital E on p. 140 is found on second leaf of II, etc.

IV p. 49

III p. 1
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The collection opens with orations and consolations in Latin, French and Greek
prose, followed by contributions in French, Latin, Greek and Hebrew verse.
Among the authors may be mentioned the celebrated poet and critic François de
Malherbe (1555-1628), and other poetic and literary figures as well as theologians,
jurists and politicians, e.g., Pierre Peleus, Guillaume Colletet, Jean D'Artis, Abel
de Sainte-Marthe, Claude Garnier, Jean Boucher, Jean Morel, Fédéric Morel,
Gilbert Gaulmin, Nicolas Richelet, Denis and Sébastien Rouillard, Guillaume
Clavier, Etienne Molinier, Charles De Massac, the Hebrai Siméon Marotte de
Muis, et al.
Only two other copies of this edition are known: Paris: BnF (Arsenal), and Paris
Bibliothèque Mazarine, both also without formal title pages; it is therefore quite
safe to conclude that this edition was issued without one.

Title Page of IV (Du Gué)
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IV (Dugué)
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Bound between pages 48 and 49 of Item I V are two relevant short pieces:
V. ROUILLARD, Denis. Illustrissimi Senatus Principis Nicolai Verduni, de mortis
invidia ... Elogium. No place, printer or date. 5 pp. Italic type; woodcut headpiece
and capital.
A 5-page eulogy for Nicolas de Verdun (died 1627), President of the Parlement of
Paris and husband of Charlotte Dugué (see above).
VI FOURCROY, Charles de. In obitum illustriss. Dominae Carolae Dugueae,
coniugis illustriss. Domini Nicolai Verdunii ... Lachrimae. [Paris: Robert III Estienne,
1621-1622]. 4 pp. Roman type; woodcut headpiece and large capital.
A 4-page eulogy for Charlotte Dugué. Although, as with item IV, this one too is
without name of place, printer or date, it may safely be attributed to the press of
Robert III Estienne on the evidence of the woodcut ornamental headpiece and
capital D on the first page, which are part of the printing material of the Estienne
press (cf. p. 148 of IV).

IV p. 148

VI p. 1

Bound first in the volume:
VII. DEMOSTHENES. [Greek] DΗΜΟΣΘΕΝΟΥΣ Λογος ο περι Στεφανου.
Demosthenis Oratio quae est De Corona. Una cum versione interlineari nunc primum
elaborata, notisque in margine appositis (Ed. & Tr. P.B. Merigon). Paris: J. Libert, 1627
Greek & Latin. 4to, [8], 154 pp. Greek text with interlinear word-for-word Latin
translation. Woodcut device on title page, woodcut ornamental headpiece and
capitals.
Very rare FIRST EDITION, evidently intended for beginners in the study of
Greek—judging from the interlinear word-for-word Latin translation
accompanying the Greek text, and the elementary Latin marginal notes. The text,
On the Crown, is Demosthenes’s most famous oration.
The translator-editor, Pierre Bertrand Merigon (see item I above), was professor
of Greek and Hebrew at the University of Paris; among his best-known
publications was his revision of Clenard's popular Greek grammar: Grammatica
Græca ... juxta institutiones N. Clenardi (1618).
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Bound last in the volume:
VIII. GOMBERVILLE, Marin Le Roy de. Discours des vertus et des vices de
l'histoire, et de la manière de la bien escrire. Paris, Toussainct du Bray, 1620. 175, [1]
pages; title printed in red and black; woodcut ornamental device on title page,
woodcut headpieces and capitals.
All parts bound together in contemporary brown morocco with the gilt arms at
centers of covers of the Razilly family (Olivier 1587), surrounded by eight rows of
the crowned monogram CDR; five raised bands on spine, title gilt in second
compartment, CDR monogram gilt in the other five; all edges gilt; corners worn,
front joint split at lower portion, but binding quite sturdy; dark stain in lower left
portion of front cover and surface wear on rear cover. On the first binder's blank
and on the upper margin of p. 182 of item IV is the signature "Paul Belgarde" in a
17 -century hand, and inside the front cover is the bookplate of M[onseigneu]r
Bruley des Varannes ( i.e., Georges Bruley des Varannes [1864-1943], Bishop of
Monaco from 1920 to 1924).
th

Very rare FIRST EDITION, evidently intended for beginners in the study of
Greek—judging from the interlinear word-for-word Latin translation
accompanying the Greek text, and the elementary Latin marginal notes. The text,
On the Crown, is Demosthenes’s most famous oration.
The translator-editor, Pierre Bertrand Merigon (see item I above), was professor
of Greek and Hebrew at the University of Paris; among his best-known
publications was his revision of Clenard's popular Greek grammar: Grammatica
Græca ... juxta institutiones N. Clenardi (1618).
FIRST (and only) EDITION of this rare treatise whose objective is to evaluate
historians, ancient and contemporary, and to discern the true from the false in
their accounts of historical events. The author, Marin Le Roy de Gomberville
(1600-1674), was a poet, novelist, and one of the very first members of the
Académie française.
Bibliographic References:

I. Unrecorded? Not in Renouard (Estienne), not in OCLC, etc.
II. Renouard 205:6
III. Renouard 205:5
IV. Arbour, L’ère baroque en France, 10.002
V and VI No references found
VII. Hoffmann I, 521
VIII. Cioranescu 33540
SOLD
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The Second Copy Known
8. FORNAS, Philippe. Nouvelle methode pour apprendre le plain chant en fort peu de
jours; non encore veüe, tres-briefve & tres-utile. Lyon: Veuve de Pierre Muguet, 1657.
$2, 750
4to, 34, [2] pp. Woodcut device on title page, woodcut initials and headpieces;
musical notations on twenty-two pages. Contemporary limp vellum (binding
stained and with surface wear); early signature on title: 'Delaplane' (or 'De
Laplane'); internally a fine copy.
The second recorded copy (the other one is at the Paris Bibliothèque Sainte
Geneviève) of the first and only edition of the author's instructional elementary
guide to learning liturgic plainsong (or plainchant). This introductory manual
should not be confused with the author's later full-blown scholarly Art du plainchant (1672).
Philippe Fornas (1627-1692) dedicates his work to his uncle Philippe Roussy,
parish priest of the commune of Lacenas,
in the diocese of Lyon—a post in which
the author was destined to replace his
uncle in 1662. In his dedicatory preface
Fornas points out that he conceived the
Nouvelle methode "for the convenience of
the clergy“ ('pour la commodité des
Ecclesiastiques'), and in its 34 pages he
concisely exposes the essential principles
of ecclesiastical chanting; in fact, the title
page boasts that this "very brief and very
useful" treatise will teach plainsong "in a
matter of a very few days" ('en fort peu de
jours').
The little work must have been quite
popular, judging from the fact that before
the discovery of the present example, only
the copy at the Paris Bibliothèque Sainte
Geneviève was known.
§ T. Nisard, Études sur la restauration du
chant grégorien (1856) p. 347: citing this
work from the copy at the Paris
Bibliothèque Sainte Geneviève; Ph. Lescat,
Méthodes et traités musicaux en France (1991)
8a; B. Mariolle, Bibliographie des ouvrages
théoriques traitant du plain-chant (1997) 10;
not in Grove.
Two more photos on the next page !
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Valuable Source Book for the Economic and Financial History of France
in the 17 th Century. With 380 Woodcut Illustrations of French & Foreign Coins
9. FRANCE. SOVEREIGNS. 1610-1643: Louis XIII. Declaration du Roy, et
nouveau reglement sur le faict des Monnoyes tant de France qu'Estrangeres. Registré en
la Cour des Monnoyes le 28 Iuin 1636. Paris: S. Cramoisy, 1636.
SOLD
8vo, 83, [5] pp.; woodcut royal arms on title page; with 380 woodcut illustrations
of coins. Modern quarter morocco over boards; worming in several extreme
upper margins, far from text.
FIRST EDITION based on the Royal Declaration dated 28 June 1636 of this survey
of the French coinage system at the first half of the 17th century and earlier, with
71 pages containing representations of French and other European coins,
including Italy, Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, Prussia, Hungary, England and
Scotland.
Of the greatest iconographic value for the 380 woodcuts of coins, several
representing contemporary monarchs. The equivalent monetary value in French
currency is given for each coin, brought up to date according to the Royal
Declaration of 18 June 1636, on which this edition is based. A valuable source
book for the economic and financial history of France in the 17th century.
§ Goldsmiths's Kress library of economic literature, no. 680.
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With 394 Woodcut Illustrations of French, Italian and English Coins
10. FRANCE. SOVEREIGNS. 1610-1643: Louis XIII. Edict du Roy portant
nouvelle fabrication d'especes d'argent ... Avec un nouvelle evaluation ... Ensemble
l'Arrest de verification en la Cour des Monnoyes, du 18 Novembre 1641. Paris: S.
Cramoisy, 1641.
$950
8vo, 130, [13] pp.; woodcut royal arms on title page; with 394 woodcut
illustrations of coins. Contemporary mottled tan calf, spine gilt with floral
designs separated by five raised bands; red fore-edges; binding with surface
wear but sturdy; ownership signature on title page; François Cordier, dated 1704.
FIRST EDITION based on the Royal edict of 18 November 1641 of this extensive
survey of the French coinage system at the first half of the 17th century and
earlier, with 74 pages containing representations of French and other European
coins, including Italy, Spain, Portugal, the Netherlands, England and Scotland.
Of the greatest iconographic value for the numerous handsome woodcuts of
écus, deniers, sols, etc., several representing contemporary monarchs. The
equivalent monetary value in French currency is given for each coin, brought up
to date according o the Royal edict of 18 November 1641, on which this edition is
based. A valuable source book for the economic and financial history of France in
the 17th century.
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11. GEORGE OF TREBIZOND [Georgius Trapezuntius]. Ars rhetorica nunc
primum in Gallia i[m]pressa: Et oratoribus nostri seculi maxi[m]e accomodata. Paris:
Gilles de Gourmont, [c. 1512-1520].
SOLD
Folio, 86 leaves (including last blank); roman type, with use of Greek; woodcut
printer's device [Renouard 380] on title; large woodcut criblé capitals.
BOUND WITH:

ARISTOTLE [GEORGE OF TREBIZOND]. Ad reuerendissimum in Christo patrem
... Georgii Trapesumcii in Rhetoricarum Aristotelis libros traductionis prefatio. Paris:
Gilles de Gourmont [c. 1512-1520]. [28] leaves; roman type, woodcut printer's
device [Renouard 380] on title; decorative woodcut initials. The two works
bound together in old worn boards; last leaf of second work torn and repaired
(not text missing); several margins of the first work with early ink marginalia.
The two works preserved together in a custom-made hard case.
I. As proclaimed on the titlepage, this is the first edition published in France
("nunc primum in Gallia impressa") of George of Trebizond's influential
handbook of rhetoric. Bibliographic sources date the edition, as well as the
attached work (neither of which bears a date) between 1512 and 1520.
George of Trebizond (Trapezuntius, c. 13961485), a native of Crete, and one of the early
Greek emigrés to Italy, learned Latin at
Venice under Vittorino da Feltre and Guarino
da Verona; he taught Greek at Mantua and
Venice, and served as apostolic secretary.
Besides Latin translations from Aristotle (see
below) and original Greek works, George
also published original works in Latin, of
which the present handbook of rhetoric is the
most important: not only for the first time
since antiquity did George attempt to
combine the Greek tradition of rhetoric with
Latin, but it also introduced to the
Renaissance previously unknown classical
Greek authors, as well as new rhetorical
terminology. The work was first printed at
Venice by Vindelinus de Spira, ca. 1472 (Goff
G-157). Only one copy of this edition may be
located in an American collection: Newberry.
II. Very rare edition of George of Trebizond's influential translation of Aristotle's
Rhetoric, which was the first Renaissance Latin translation of this classic work.
Only two copies of this edition may be located in American collections:
Newberry and Yale.
§ I. Moreau II, no. 321 (1512); Adams T905 (1520); USTC 183213 (1512); II. Moreau II,
no. 234 (1512); Adams T912 (1520); K.V. Erickson, Aristotle's Rhetoric; Five Centuries
of Philological Research, 542 (1515); USTC 144065 (1512).
Additional photos on next page !
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12. [HIPPOCRATES] EROTIANUS. Vocum, quae apud Hippocratem sunt, collectio.
Cum annotationibus Bartholomaei Eustachii . . . Eiusdemque Libellus de Multitudine.
(Comm. Bartolomeo Eustachi). Venice: L. A. Giunta, 1566.
$950
4to, [20], 152 leaves [signature E misbound after signature G]; Giuntine lily device
on title, ornamental initials. Bound in handsome modern calf; small tear in title
page gutter not affecting text, a few dampstains and marginal worming;
contemporary ownership signature at foot of title, and late early 19th-century
rubber stamp of the literary historian Antonio Lombardi. (1768-1847: see below).
FIRST EDITION in Latin of the
glossary to Hippocrates by the firstcentury Greek grammarian Erotianus.
The work contains the earliest list of
the writings of Hippocrates, including
some now lost. The Greek text alone
had been printed as part of Henri
Estienne's
Dictionarium
Medicum
(1564).
This
Latin
translation,
accompanied with many passages in
the original Greek, is based on a
Vatican
Greek
manuscript
independent of Estienne's edition.
The translator, Bartolomeo Eustachi
(1520-1574), was a celebrated Italian
physician, author of the Opuscula
anatomica (1564), which contains
several
anatomical
discoveries,
including that of the Eustachian tube,
named after him. Eustachi has here
added an exhaustive commentary
based on the Greek text, which it cites
in the original; in appendix he has
added (ff. 128-152) the first edition of
his original tract De multitudine, describing the symptoms of plethora (i.e., an
excess of a bodily fluid, particularly blood).
Antonio Lombardi. (1768-1847), who owned this copy, was a Censor in the Este
Duchy of Modena; as a literary historian he was a major contributor to
Tiraboschi's classic Storia della letteratura italiana, as well as the author of a 4volume Storia della letteratura italiana nel secolo XVIII (1827), and other works.
§ Camerini, Annali dei Giunti, no. 699; Hoffmann II, 35; Durling 1387; Wellcome I,
2070; Adams E-927.
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Very Rare and Little-Known Edition: Hippocrates in Greek & Latin Verse
13. HIPPOCRATES [DENISOT, Gérard]. [Greek & Latin] Aphorismi versibus
Graecis et Latinis expositi. Per M. Gerardum Denisotum. (Ed. Jacques Denisot). Paris:
Fiacre Dehors, 1634.
SOLD
8vo (187 x 122 mm), [16], 166 pp., [1] leaf; full-page copper-engraved armorial plate
and full-page engraved portrait of Gérard Denisot, both signed with the
monogram ML identifying the artist Michel Lasne (1590-166: see Benézit VIII, p.
301); woodcut printer's device on title, woodcut decorative headpieces and
initials. Contemporary limp vellum in poor condition: portion missing from
lower portion of spine with other signs of use including dark stain on rear cover;
internally fine except for marginal damp stains on some leaves. PROVENANCE:
bookplate of Maurice Villaret (1877 – 1946) noted French neurologist (see below).
Only edition of this very rare original work
consisting of Hippocrates' Aphorisms turned
into Greek verse with a facing original Latin
verse rendering. The author, Gérard Denisot
(1521-1595), was Dean of the medical faculty of
the University of Paris. These texts were
edited and financed for publication by
Gérard's grandson Jacques Denisot.
The book opens with the editor Jacques
Denisot’s Latin dedication to Pierre Seguier
(1588-1672), Keeper of the Seals under
Richelieu and chancellor of France. Then
follow epigrams in Latin and Greek by
various hands, and, facing the author’s
engraved portrait, his Greek verse dedication
to Cardinal Charles de Bourbon (see
illustration on next page).
Exceedingly rare: the only copy located in an
American institutional library is that at the
National Library of Medicine.
Maurice Villaret (1877-1946) whose bookplate
is pasted on inside front cover was a noted
French neurologist, remembered for his
studies and experiments involving precision
localization of vascular lesions of the brain.
In 1917 he described what was to become known as "Villaret's syndrome.”
§ Wellcome I, 3225; Maloney & Savoie, Cinq cents ans de bibliographie hippocratique,
808.
See additional photos on the next page !
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Very Rare Ribald French Translation of Juvenal
14. [JUVENAL] COLLETET, François. Juvenal burlesque. Par le Sieur Colletet le
fils. Paris: Pierre David, 1657.
SOLD
12mo, [20], 45, [1] pp. [N.B. fol. ã2 is missigned ã4, but the book is guaranteed
absolutely complete]. Woodcut device on title page, woodcut headpieces and
capitals. Bound in handsome modern calf.
FIRST EDITION of a burlesque French verse translation—or rather an expanded
paraphrase of Juvenal's First Satire. The author, François Colletet (1628-1680), was
a French poet, the son of the more famous poet Guillaume Colletet (1598-1669),
who was a founding member of the Académie française. A second edition
appeared in 1662 more accurately titled, Le Juvenal travesty en vers burlesques.
A typical representative example of Colletet's comic distortion of Juvenal's subtle
satire occurs at verse 132 where Juvenal only hints at the scatological possibilities
of defiling a statue ("Cuius ad effigiem non tantum meiiere fas est"), whereas
Colletet (p. 37) expands the line by spelling out its underlying thought:
Je ferois caca sur l'image,
Et le peuple pour l'effacer
Tous les jours y devroit pisser.
In the same year as this Paris first edition the work was also published at
Antwerp, both editions are extremely rare; of the present Paris edition, besides a
handful of copies in European libraries, only one copy may be located in
America (Library of Congress), and no American copy of the Antwerp edition
may be located.
§ Cioranescu 19935 (the Antwerp edition); A.H. Mabley, Bibliography of Juvenal, p.
16. no. 67; Schweiger 522.
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An Appeal for the Unification of the Eastern and Western Churches
15. KALEKAS, Manuel [CALECA, Manuel]. Contra Graecorum errores, libri
quatuor. Olim ab Latine versi, ab Ambrosio Camaldulensis; nunc in lucem prolati, et
notis illustrati, a Petro Stevarti (Tr. Ambrogio Traversari; Ed. Peter Stevart).
Ingolstadt: Ex Typographia Ederiana, for Andreas Angermaier, 1608.
$1,500
4to, [8] leaves., 470 pp. [5] leaves; engraved armorial printer's device on title,
woodcut historiated initials and head- and tailpieces. Modern half vellum and
boards; old German stamp on title page with duplicate notation.
FIRST EDITION. Manuel Kalekas (1360-1410), a Byzantine theologian, Catholic
convert and unionist, sought to reconcile the Eastern and Western Churches. In
1390, with this objective in mind, he wrote the present treatise, Against the Errors
of the Greeks, in which he castigates the Byzantines. Although the original Greek
text is no longer extant, it is known through the Latin translation by the humanist
Ambrogio Traversari (1386-1439), of which the present is the first edition. The text
is edited by Peter Stevart (1549-1624), Rector and Professor of theology at
Ingolstadt.
§ VD 17, 12:142502Y.
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The First Successful Greek Textbook Published in French
A Major Influence on Racine
16. [LANCELOT, Claude]. Nouvelle methode pour apprendre facilement la langue
greque: contenant les regles des declinaisons, etc. Paris: Antoine Vitré, for Pierre Le
Petit, 1655.
$975
8vo (185 x 122 mm), xxxix, [1], 574, [10] pp. Woodcut ornament on title.
Contemporary calf over boards; double gilt fillet around sides; five raised bands
on spine, five compartments with central floral gilt ornament, title gilt in second
compartment; apart from binding surface wear, a fine, large and very fresh copy
in its first binding of a book normally found in poor condition. On both pastedowns is the early ownership signature 'Arnault', repeated twice on title-page
with the addition of 'Port-Royal'.
FIRST EDITION of the Port-Royal Greek
grammar -- not to be confused with the
abridged version issued the same year. In
1626, a group of hermetic Jansenists took
over a vacant convent at Port-Royal. By
the 1650's, the community had evolved
into a renowned center for children's
schooling. The celebrated pedagogue
Claude Lancelot (1616-1695) was in charge
of teaching Greek and mathematics. The
present Greek grammar is the first
successful Greek textbook published in
French.
Until the 1640's, children learned Latin
and Greek through grammars written in
Latin, and by repeating phrases in these
languages themselves. Lancelot's Latin
textbook in 1644 and this Greek textbook
marked an important advance in the field
of education, the acceptance and use of
vernacular.
Although originally conceived to serve as
a textbook for the use of the Jansenists at Port-Royal, the book's fame rapidly
spread abroad, and editions succeeded one another with great rapidity until the
end of the 19th century; an English translation (by Thomas Nugent) appeared in
the mid-18th century, which itself became quite popular.
The most famous product of the Port-Royal "New Greek Method" was the great
dramatist Racine, who entered the Port-Royal school that very year (1655), and
whose strong dependence on Greek themes for the subjects of his tragedies has
been attributed to the influence of Lancelot: cf. R. C. Knight, Racine et la Grèce,
30ff.
§ Brunet IV, 117; Cioranescu 39932; Barbier III, 557; cf. Sandys II, 290.
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With Contemporary Criticism of Molière
17. LE PAYS, René. Les nouvelles oeuvres. Paris: Charles de Sercy, 1672.

$850

Two parts in one volume, 12mo, [24], 237; [8], 279 pp. (with an extra title for part
II); woodcut ornaments on both titles, and as head- and tailpieces. Contemporary
vellum over boards; remains of two title-labels on spine.
FIRST EDITION of this collection of letters, poems, and chansons by the
notoriously mannered poet René Le Pays (1636-1690) whose appeal was almost
entirely limited to a female readership—as evidenced by the addressees of the
pieces, most of which are dedicated to anonymous "Mesdames" or "Damoiselles"
often (but not always) identified by their initials only.
Le Pays was met with quite a different reception with his male audience; thus
Boileau referred to him as a “pleasant buffoon,”a judgment that Le Pays accepts
graciously from the great literary critic, and forms the subject of an entire letter
(Second part, second book, first letter: pp. 133-136), in which he argues that
despite Boileau’s satirical remark, he will continue to compose verse, for, after
all, “Molière is not grieved to see wretched clowns on stage, nor does it displease
Le Brun that the realm is filled with ignorant painters.”

This first edition was published in partnership among three publishers, and is
consequently found with three different imprints: Claude Barbin, Denys Thierry,
and Charles de Sercy (as here).
§ Brunet III, 990; Quérard, La France littéraire V, p. 185.
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A Jesuit Vergilian Epic
18. MAMBRUN, Pierre, S.J. Constantinus sive Idololatria debellata. Paris: D. Bechet
& L. Billaine, 1658.
SOLD
4to, 24, [2], 283 (i.e. 287), [1] pages, [1] blank leaf; errors in paging: extra unsigned
leaf inserted in A, repeating page numbers 7-8; pages 167 and 276 misprinted as
141 and 286; 232 repeated twice. Elaborate woodcut device on title; large
engraved illustrative headpieces and tailpieces; engraved initials; printed
marginalia. Contemporary limp vellum, somewhat dust-soiled, foot of spine
defective; some quires browned due to quality of paper; dampstained in upper
portion of gutter throughout occasionally straying into first few lines of text.
FIRST EDITION of a Latin epic poem in twelve books imitating the form and
structure of Virgil's Aeneid, by the French Jesuit scholar Pierre Mambrun (16011661), one of the most ambitious imitators of Virgil. Thus we have by Mambrun
Eclogae, et de cultura animi libri IV (1661: Eclogues, Georgics, or four books upon the
culture of the soul), and the present Vergilian epic in twelve books whose title
translates Constantine, or Idolatry Overthrown, and recounts with a mixture of
Christian lore and Roman mythology the life and deeds of Constantine the Great,
Roman Emperor from AD 306 to 337.
Constantine, the first Roman emperor to convert to Christianity, was venerated as a
saint by the Eastern Orthodox and Catholic Church; he played an influential role in the
proclamation of the Edict of Milan (AD 313), which declared religious tolerance for
Christianity in the Roman empire, and in 325 called the First Council of Nicaea which
proclaimed the statement of Christian belief known as the Nicene Creed.

In his attempt to echo some of the themes of Virgil's Aeneid, Mambrun often
employs poetic license by distorting historical facts: thus, e.g., in the final book of
his epic Mambrun recreates the mortal duel between Aeneas and Turnus in the
Aeneid in which the latter is killed. In Mambrun’s epic Constantine engages in a
duel with his colleague and rival Licinius (Roman emperor from AD 308 to
324). However in Mambrun’s Christian epic Constantine spares his adversary
(see illustration on next page)
§ Backer-Sommervogel V, col. 452; Oberlé, Poètes néo-latins 420.
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19. MARTIGNAC, Etienne Algay de. Entretiens sur les anciens auteurs, contenant
en abregé leur vie & le jugement de leurs ouvrages, avec plusieurs extraits de leurs ecrits.
Paris: Veuve Pierre le Mercier, for herself, Guillaume de Luines & Robert Pepie,
1696.
$850
12mo, [6] leaves, 476 pages. Contemporary dark brown calf, five raised bands on
spine, gilt floral tools in the compartments, red morocco label in second
compartment titled in gilt; surface wear to binding, foot of spine worn away;
binding solid and internally fine; some light marginal water stains. 19th-century
bookplate inside front cover: "A.M. Dugueyt, Conseiller".
FIRST EDITION. The author, Etienne Algay de
Martignac (1620-1698), published popular French
prose translations of numerous Latin authors,
including Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Terence, Juvenal,
and Persius; of Martignac's translations Voltaire
wrote that "he was the first to produce bearable
prose translations of Virgil, Horace, etc."— It
may be added that in 1685 Martignac published
his translation of the Imitation of Jesus Christ
which proved quite popular being reprinted
dozens of times.
The present work, whose title translates,
"Conversations
about
Ancient
Authors,
Containing a Summary of their Lives and an
Appraisal of their Works, Including Several
Excerpts from their Writings," consists of a
lengthy dialogue between two scholars, Cleante
and Timandre, treating of the lives and works of
nearly fifty authors of Greek and Roman
antiquity, starting, naturally, with Homer. All
the great names of classical literature and
philosophy are the subjects of individual
chapters: Plato, Aristotle, Herodotus, Pindar,
Virgil, Horace, Propertius, et al.
The two interlocutors make one excursion into more modern times by devoting
one chapter to the celebrated Spanish humanist Juan Luis Vives (1492-1540, pp.
428-432). They point out that Vives was quite critical of the Arab interpreters of
Aristotle who, according to him, perverted Aristotle's true meaning being
unacquainted with classical antiquity and ignorant of Greek. Turning to Cicero
Vives felt that he should not be imitated in all matters, as the Ciceronians do; as
an example he cites the French humanist Christophe de Longueil for idolizing
Cicero to such an extant that Vives referred to him as "The Ape of Cicero" ("Le
singe de Ciceron").
This first edition, which is known with title pages dated 1696 and 1697, is quite
rare: the only copy located in an American collection is at UCLA (dated 1697).
§ Cioranescu 6863 (s.v. ALGAY).
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The Elusive First Edition of a Popular Culinary Classic
20. [MASSIALOT, François]. Le Cuisinier roïal et bourgeois, qui apprend a ordonner
toute sorte de Repas, & la meilleure maniere de Ragoûts les plus à la mode & les plus
exquis. Paris: [Laurent Rondet, for] Charles de Sercy, 1691.
SOLD
12mo, [20], 505, [47] pp.; woodcut printer's device on title; woodcut head- and
tailpieces. Contemporay calf, five raised bands on spine, with gilt floral tooling in
the compartments; surface wear, joints cracked but solid; internally fine with
occasional dampstains.
The elusive FIRST EDITION of Massialot's culinary classic: besides four copies in
European Libraries, OCLC locates only two copies in U.S. institutional libraries:
The Morgan and IndianaU. Copies of this first edition very rarely appear on the
market, and I have been unable to trace one at auction over the past fifty years.
The book’s rarity may be accounted for by copies being literally used up through
constant manipulation and consultation of its recipes.
The work is divided into two main sections: 1. A detailed list of menus
appropriate for each month of the year; 2. 'Instruction en forme de dictionnaire,'
consisting of detailed recipes for all imaginable dishes, arranged alphabetically
from 'Abbatis' (game) to 'Vives' (sting-fish).
François Massialot (1660-1733) was a French chef who served as chef de cuisine to
various noble houses, including Philippe I, Duke of Orléans, brother of Louis
XIV, and his son Philippe II, Duke of Orléans.
§ Cagle 316; Vicaire 573.
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21. NEMOURS, Marie d'Orléans, duchesse de (1625-1707). Memoires de
M.L.D.D.N., contenant ce qui s'est passé de plus particulier en France pendant la
Guerre de Paris, jusqu'à la prison du Cardinal de Retz, arrivée en 1652. Avec les differens
caracteres des personnes, qui ont eu part à cette Guerre. (Ed. Marie Jeanne Lhéritier de
Villandon). Cologne [i.e. Paris]: N. pr., 1709.
$450
12mo, [8], 280, [10] pages; title-page printed in red and black. Contemporary calf,
back gilt; considerable surface wear, but solid; on the front free endpaper is a
long note in French in a late 18th-century hand about the provenance of this copy.
FIRST EDITION of the memoirs of Marie d'Orléans, Duchesse de Nemours (16251707), published posthumously two years after her death by the novelist Marie
Jeanne Lhéritier de Villandon (1664-1734).
These memoirs are important for not only corroborating, but also completing the
Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz about the French civil war known as The
Fronde. (It may be mentioned that the editor, Mlle Lhéritier de Valadon, was the
niece of Charles Perrault, the author of the celebrated collection of classic
children's tales.).
§ Cioranescu 50946 (and cf. 43387).
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With Interesting Manuscript Additions
22. PEPIN, Guillaume. Sermonu[m] D[omi]nicaliu[m] totius anni: tum de epistolis:
tum de evangeliis ... Pars prima [secunda]. Paris: [Jean Petit, for] Claude Chevallon,
June 1526.
SOLD
Two parts in one volume, 8vo, [4] leaves, 256 pp.; [6] leaves, 271 pp., [1] leaf
(blank); both title pages printed in red and black large gothic; Chevallon's
publisher's device [Renouard 176] on both titles and at the end; text printed in
gothic type in double columns; woodcut criblé initials. Contemporary boards
covered with a vellum leaf of an early manuscript; portions of backstrip and rear
cover peeled off; six pages (=both pastedowns and two blank leaves at the end)
contain a lengthy manuscript Latin sermon in a 16th-century hand; on the recto
of the front binder's blank is a medical recipe in Italian, also in a contemporary—
but different—hand, for a remedy against scabies (see below).

Exceptionally rare edition of the Sunday
sermons on the Gospels and Epistles by
Guillaume Pepin (d. 1533), a celebrated
Dominican Professor of Theology at Evreux;
Pépin achieved such prestige in the early
sixteenth century that his name was made into
a verb, pepinare (to "Pepinize"), meaning to
deliver an elegant oration: the popular saying
was, "nescit praedicare qui nescit Pepinare"
("He who does not know how to Pepinize does
not know how to sermonize").
Pepin's Sunday Sermons were first issued in
1523 (N.B. since the privilege of the 1523 edition
is dated '29 août 1519' some copies are
erroneously misdated 1519 based on this
privilege, thus creating a bibliographic ghost.)
The present second edition is exceptionally
rare, and there appears to be no copy located in
any American collection. The two parts, each with its own title page, are
not always found together; thus, the USTC lists them separately (see
reference below). It should be mentioned that some copies are known with
Jean Petit's device on their title pages.
On the recto of the front binder's blank is an Italian 6-line manuscript in a
16th-century hand of a medical recipe for producing a compound designed
to prevent scabies. In addition, both pastedowns and four blank pages at
the end are filled with a closely-written manuscript Latin sermon, also in a
16th-century (but different) hand.
§ Moreau III, no. 1075; USTC 209515 and 181037; James K. Farge, Biographical
Register of Paris Doctors of Theology, 1500-1536, p. 366.
See additional photos on the next page !
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No. 22 : Italian medical recipe manuscript

No. 22 : Latin sermon manuscript
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First Edition Based on the Codex Pithoeanus:
Our Oldest and Best Textual Source
23. PERSIUS & JUVENAL. A. Persii Satyrarum liber I. D. Iunii Iuvenalis
Satyrarum lib. V. Sulpiciae Satyra I. Cum veteribus commentariis nunc primum editis.
(Ed. Pierre Pithou). Paris: Mamert Patisson, at the press of Robert Estienne, 1585.
$850
8vo, [10], 302, [10] pp. Estienne device on title;
foliated initial and ornamental headpiece at
beginning. 17th-century polished calf, double gilt
fillet round sides, five raised bands on spine, gilt
floral tools in the compartments; title label missing
from second compartment; all edges gilt; a fine
copy with some wear to corners and joints of
binding; a few scattered underscorings and
marginalia in an early hand.
Landmark first Pithou edition of Juvenal and
Persius, including for the first time the ancient
scholia and glosses on both authors.
Pierre Pithou (1539-1596), the ablest scholar in
France after Scaliger (cf. Sandys II, 192), was
enabled to publish these improved texts thanks to
a 9th-century manuscript (written in the
Benedictine abbey of Lorsch) given to him by his
brother François; this manuscript, which is today
our oldest and best textual source for the two
satirists, is now at Montpellier, and is still commonly known as the "Codex
Pithoeanus," after its first editor.
§ Renouard, Estienne, 186: 2; Schweiger 710; M. H. Morgan, A Bibliography of
Persius, no. 195; cf. G. Highet, Juvenal the Satirist, pp. 207-208, 320; Schreiber 258.
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Comparison of the Therapeutic Benefits of the Mineral Waters of
Bath and Aix-la-Chapelle
24. [PUGH, Robert]. Bathoniensium et Aquisgranensium Thermarum Comparatio.
London: J. Martyn, 1676.
SOLD
8vo, [5], 96, [9] pp. 18th-century light brown calf, triple gilt fillet round sides, five
raised bands on spine, title gilt in second compartment, with the other five
decorated with gilt floral designs; minor surface wear, but a fine, wide-margined
copy. PROVENANCE: bookplate of Maurice Villaret (1877 – 1946) noted French
neurologist (see below).
FIRST (and only) EDITION of this rare work comparing
the therapeutic benefits of the mineral waters of the
British city of Bath (Somerset) with those of the German
city of Aachen, also commonly known as Aix-laChapelle. This rare work was published anonymously
and is commonly attributed to Robert Pugh (1609–1679),
a Welsh Jesuit priest and controversialist. The author
wrote the work by way of an epistle to his patron,
Roger Palmer, 1st Earl of Castlemaine (1634-1705),
English courtier, diplomat, and for a time member of
parliament, besides also being a noted Roman Catholic
writer
Maurice Villaret (1877-1946), whose bookplate is pasted
on inside front cover, was a noted French neurologist,
remembered for his studies and experiments involving
precision localization of vascular lesions of the brain. In
1917 he described what was to become known as
"Villaret's syndrome."
§ Wing P4185; ESTC R6753.
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The First Book Illustrated by Rubens
25. RUBENS, Philippe. Electorum libri II. Antwerp: Plantin-Moretus, 1608.
4to, [8] leaves, 124 pp., [2] leaves. Engraved Plantin device on title, woodcut
device at the end. With four double-page engraved plates and two smaller
engravings in the text. Contemporary vellum over boards; binding somewhat
dust-soiled; edges of upper margins of some preliminary leaves browned (far
from text); overall a fine, tall copy. Inside front cover are two bookplates: 'Ig. van
Bavegem', and 'Joseph J. Morrow'.
$2,500
FIRST EDITION of a work on Roman antiquities and literature by Peter Paul
Rubens's older brother Philippe Rubens (1574-1611), archaeologist and classical
scholar. The work is illustrated with engravings after drawings by Peter Paul
Rubens, and is the first book to contain illustrations by the great artist.

Although Rubens designed the title pages of many books, only a small handful
(seven or eight) are known to contain illustrations after his drawings, and
Philippe Rubens's Electorum libri II is the earliest of these. The book contains five
illustrations engraved by Cornelis Galle after drawings by Rubens, depicting
ancient Roman dress, athletic events, and religious articles; Rubens copied these
from ancient reliefs and statues in Rome: for a detailed discussion of the classical
sources for these five engravings, see M. van der Meulen, Petrus Paulus Rubens
Antiquarius (Utrecht 1975), pp. 78-80, note 31.
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The second part, "Ad Iustum Lipsium poematia," consists of poems which
Philippe dedicated to his teacher, the great Flemish humanist Justus Lipsius,
whose favorite pupil he had been; it includes an elegy on the death of Lipsius,
which occurred two years previously, in 1606.
The work closes with a long and very interesting poem, "Ad Petrum Paullum
Rubenum navigantem," addressed by Philippe to his younger brother, wishing
him a safe sailing to Italy; it includes a reference to Peter Paul's artistic talent,
equal to that of the renowned 4th-century BC Greek painter Apelles.
§ Funck 238 and 387; M. Rooses, L'Oeuvre de Rubens V, 115-116; Held, Rubens and
the Book, 173-174; see also A. Frauendorfer, "Rubens als Buchillustrator," in
Philobiblon 12 (1940), 123-133.
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"By far the most bulky edition of Petronius that had yet appeared"
26. PETRONIUS. Satiricon, cum Petroniorum fragmentis, noviter recensitum,
interpolatum & auctum. Accesserunt seorsim notae & observationes variorum.
Helenopoli [i.e. Frankfurt]: Johann Bringer, for Johann Theobald Schönwetter,
1610.
$650
Two parts in one volume, 12mo, [8] leaves, 238 pp., [1] leaf; [4] leaves (including
last blank), 784 pages. Title printed within lavishly copper-engraved border
representing various figures. Contemporary vellum with overlapping edges;
binding a bit soiled; light, even browning of paper throughout. Early library
stamp on second leaf and inside front cover, marked "ausgeschieden"
(=withdrawn); ownership inscription dated 1974 on first binder's blank.
First edition of Petronius with the extensive commentary of Melchior Goldast
(1576-1625) which is known as "... by far the most bulky edition of Petronius that
had yet appeared" (Gaselee, op. cit. below, p.149); besides the text it contains an
extensive 784 page second part the notes of more than twenty commentators,
named and anonymous, including those of Pierre Pithou, Henri Estienne,
Joannes Sambucus, Janus Dousa, et al. The most extensive and elaborate notes
are those of "Georgius Erhardus," which was a pseudonym adopted by
Goldastus himself.
Condition: Overall a good copy except for the light paper browning throughout
due to the quality of the paper affecting most copies of this edition.
§ Gaselee, The Bibliography of Petronius (1910), no. 23; Schmeling & Stuckey, A
Bibliography of Petronius (1977), no. 36.
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27. SAINT-JULIEN, Pierre de. Meslanges historiques et recueils de diverses matières
pour la pluspart paradoxalles, & neantmoins vrayes. Lyon: B. Rigaud, 1588.
$950
8vo, [32], 702 pp., [1] leaf (errata); [1] folding genealogical table; two woodcut
coats of arms; woodcut initials. 18th-century speckled boards, leather label on
spine titled in gilt; front joint cracked but solid; red edges. The Yemeniz copy,
with his bookplate (no. 2177 in the Yemeniz sale catalogue, Paris 1867); later
owned by Comte Chappaz de La Prat (1899-1968), with his usual small red and
green armorial stamps on the title, and the tiny red stamp repeated on the first
text leaf and on the final errata leaf; an 18th-century owner has corrected the text
throughout according to the final leaf of errata, and has added a 4-page
manuscript index at the end, as well as a 13-line note about the volume's content
on the front binder's blank.
FIRST EDITION of this collection of 25
miscellaneous essays consisting predominantly
of the history and genealogies of royal and noble
houses and dynasties, enlivened by curious and
entertaining behind-the-scenes anecdotes.
The author, Pierre de Saint-Julien de Balleure
(1519-1593), describes his topics as "paradoxalles",
an epithet which he explains by defining
paradoxe as a truth that, because it goes against
what is generally believed—or was not before
known—may strike the reader as astounding.
Besides the purely historical and genealogical
subjects Saint-Julien includes a few on religious
matters: e.g. a chapter on Faith (pp. 114-160), one
on people who address God impertinently with
the familiar form Toi (pp. 161-166), etc.
Several of the chapters concern the history and
genealogies of Burgundian families—SaintJulien himself was a member of a prestigious
Burgundian family which forms the subject of
one of the chapters (pp. 401-446), including a description of its coat-of-arms
illustrated with a woodcut. It should be mentioned that the author's best-known
work is a history of the Burgundians: De l’origine des Bourgongnons, et antiquité des
estats de Bourgongne (1581).
A major chapter concerns Hugh Capet, the first king of the Franks and founder
of the Capetian dynasty; this section (pp. 216-261), which has its own separate
title-page and is illustrated with a folding genealogical table, had already been
published as a monograph in 1585: Discours et paradoxe de l'origine de Hugues Capet,
here printed with a few revisions and additions.
§ Cioranesco 20241; Baudrier III, 409; Gültlingen XII, no. 1279.
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Proving the Existence of God by Cartesian Science
28. [SALLO, Denis de, sieur de la Coudraye]. Traitez de metaphysique, demontrée
selon la methode des geometres. Paris: André Pralard, 1693.
$1,300
12mo, [16] leaves, 220 pp., [1] leaf.; woodcut device on title page, woodcut headand tailpieces and initials. Contemporary calf, spine with five raised bands, gilt
floral designs in the compartments; joints, corners and head and foot of spine
worn; early ownership signature on title: "ex libris Borraud."
FIRST EDITION, first issue (the second is dated 1694) of this anonymous treatise
of metaphysics, specifically on proving God's existence and attributes, and His
role in every aspect of man and the world. In his preface the author states that he
has recourse to the scientific method, more precisely, the science of geometry,
because he is not aware of any other means of arriving with certainty at what is
really true, such as, e.g., the existence of God or of man.
The author bases his proofs on the philosophy of
Descartes, whose Méditations he quotes (p. 28), and also
of Malebranche, whose Recherche de la vérité he refers to
in his preface (fol. a12 ). It is quite evident that the
author relied quite heavily on these two authors,
especially the former, as may be seen, e.g., in his
paraphrase of Descartes' famous proposition "Cogito
ergo sum" ("I think therefore I am") to prove his—and
therefore man's—existence: thus he states (p. 73), "Je
pense, puisque je doute si je suis, et je ne puis douter,
sans penser actuallement. Or je ne puis penser, sans que
j'existe, le néant n'aïant aucunes proprietés. Donc il est
si cetrtain que l'esprit existe, qu'on ne peut douter de
son existence"; and on p. 5 the author uses the same
proposition to prove the existence of God: "Il est
evident qu'il y a un Dieu. On ne peut penser à aucun
être, s'il n'existe actuellement ... le néant n'aïant point
de de proprietez" ("It is evident that there is a God, for
one cannot think of any being unless he actually exists
... nothingness not having any properties.")
r

This rare anonymous work, which circulated under the name 'La Coudraye', has
been variously attributed to the theologian Henri Lelevel (1655-1705), author of
another similar work (Vraie et la fausse métaphysique, 1694), and, more
convincingly, to Denis de Sallo, sieur de la Coudraye (1626-1669), founder of the
Journal des Savants, the first European literary and scientific periodical. It may
also be mentioned that, apparently due to a confusion of names, in the Paris BnF
catalogue and elsewhere, this work is attributed to the French politician and
navy officer François-Célestin de Loynes de La Coudraye, whose dates (1743-1815)
make his authorship chronologically impossible.
Very rare: apart from a handful of copies in European collections, only one copy
may be located in an American library (UCLA).
§ Barbier, Dictionnaire des ouvrages anonymes IV, p. 812 (the 1694 edition).
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The Most Comprehensive Treatise on the Eucharist
With Attacks on Calvin and Beza
29. SAINCTES, Claude de. De rebus Eucharistiae controversis, repetitiones seu libri
decem. Paris: Pierre L'Huillier, 1576.
$1,750
Folio (377 x 245 mm), [20] (including a4 blank), 396, [12] leaves; roman type; large
woodcut printer's device [Renouard 669: citing this work] on title; woodcut
ornamental headpieces and initials. Handsome modern half leather; several
early inscriptions on title-page canceled in ink; internally in fine condition, with
good margins.

FIRST EDITION of the exhaustive treatise on the Eucharist by Claude de Sainctes
(1525-1591), bishop of Evreux and Catholic controversialist, enemy of Calvin and
Beza. This first edition was issued with title pages dated either 1575 or 1576.
This monumental work, which was the most thorough and extensive ever
published on the subject at the time, is considered Sainctes's most important—as
well as the rarest—of all his writings. He defends the dogma of the Church
against those that he considered heretics, including Calvin and Beza. The latter
immediately published a Response to Sainctes: Ad repetitionem primam F. Claudii
de Sainctes De rebus Eucharistiae controversis Responsio (1577).
Sainctes's comprehensive treatise, which became the starting point for all those
who treated this subject after him, is divided into ten sections. The first six deal
with the origins and institution of the Eucharist, proving the reality of the Body
and Blood of Christ through Scripture and the Church Fathers; the next two deal
with Transubstantiation; the ninth deals with Adoration, and the tenth with
Communion under one species (i.e. bread alone), in opposition to the Reformers
who insisted that Communion in both kinds alone had Scriptural warrant.
The author includes a lengthy 16-page dedication to King Henri III; this long,
laudatory dedication becomes ironic in view of later events: soon after Henri III's
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assassination in 1589, Sainctes, who had joined the Catholic League and was very
zealous in his efforts to convert Protestants, was forced to flee Evreux after the
royal troops took possession of it. Among his papers was found a document in
which he approved the murder of Henri III and maintained that one could
likewise kill his successor, Henri IV. Arrested and arraigned, Sainctes was
condemned to death as guilty of high treason. At the request of the Cardinal of
Bourbon, Henri IV commuted his sentence to life imprisonment, and he was
confined in the château of Crèvecoeur where he died in 1591.
Very rare: only two copies may be located in American institutional libraries:
Harvard and Villanova.
§ Cioranesco 20131; Adams S-85.
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The Third Known Copy?
30. TITELMANS, Franciscus. Le traicte de l’exposition des misteres de la Messe.
Deux expositions du Sainct Canon d’icelle. (Tr. C. Hilaire). Lyon: N. Petit, 1544. $950
8vo, [4], 92 leaves: 4, A-L8, M4. (fol. 1 misnumbered 9, with other inconsistent
numbering); woodcut ornamental initials. Modern brown calf, gilt in Renaissance
style; lower margin of title page with brownish stain and with a repair (touching
three letters of imprint). Armorial bookplate of the noted Lyon bibliophile
Maurice Desgeorge.
*

FIRST EDITION of the first vernacular edition of Titelmans's work on the
mysteries of the Eucharist and Incarnation, with heavy emphasis on the necessity
to allow the Holy Spirit to enter one’s soul and to ask for its presence in continual
prayer.
The Flemish Franciscan scholar Franciscus Titelmans (also Franciscus
Hasseltensis, 1502–1537), is best known for his bitter polemic with Erasmus over
New Testament exegesis; as a stubborn upholder of the orthodox scholastic
tradition, he attacked the new humanistic method which Erasmus represented.
The second part, with separate title page, deals with the explication of the
liturgical prayers and their symbolism. The first Latin edition of these two
treatises, titled Tractatus de expositione mysteriorum Missae. Sacri canonis Missae
duplex expositio, was issued at Antwerp in 1528.
Of this first edition of the earliest vernacular translation only two copies are
known (besides the present: see reference below).
§ Brunet V, 868-869 ("Traduction rare"); Gültlingen VII, 100 (locating only Lyon
BM; OCLC adds BnF).
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How to Write Elegantly: Toscanella's Rarest Work
31. TOSCANELLA, Orazio. Concetti et forme di Cicerone, del Boccaccio, del Bembo,
delle lettere di diversi, & d'altri ... raccolti à beneficio di coloro, che si dilettano di scriver
lettere dotte, & leggiadre. Venice: Lodovico Avanzi, 1560.
SOLD
8vo, [8], 59, [1] leaves (including final blank); woodcut printer's device, woodcut
capitals. Handsomely bound in modern calf; an early hand has added leaf
references on the two-page list of themes; two early ownership inscriptions on
the title page in 16th-century hands.
FIRST (and only) EDITION of the rarest work by the noted Venetian humanist
and critic Orazio Toscanella (ca. 1510-1580), who published many pedagogical
treatises on rhetoric and poetics, including a Latin-Italian phrase-book
(Dittionario volgare et latino, 1568), as well as miscellaneous vernacular
"commentaries" on Cicero's Partitiones oratoriae and the Rhetorica ad Herennium, in
which he "deconstructed' the texts into tabular forms (ridotte in alberi).
The title of the work proclaims the author's objective: To teach his readers to
write learned (dotte) and elegant (leggiadre) letters by following the models of
such masters as Cicero, Boccaccio and Bembo —Toscanella also provides a few of
his own examples himself. The various epistolary themes are arranged in
alphabetical order, e.g., Avvisare (Informing), Consolare (Consoling), Dissuadere
(Dissuading), Laudare (Praising), etc.
The notorious rarity of the work is due presumably to copies not surviving the
frequent consultation by readers: thus, OCLC locates nine copies worldwide,
including two in US libraries: U. Chicago and Penn. State.
§ USTC 860706; EDIT 16, 29938; not in BL STC Italian, nor Adams; not noticed in
Cosenza's exhaustive Biographical and Bibliographical Dictionary of the Italian
Humanists.
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The Birth of the Novel
32. XENOPHON [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα
Α.Β.Γ.Δ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor priores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538
4to, 126, [2] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and
imprint; woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1115] on title and last leaf; woodcut
historiated Greek initials.
$1,800
BOUND WITH:
XENOPHON. [Greek]. Ξενοφῶντος Κύρου παιδείας βιβλία τέτταρα
Ε.Ζ.Η.Θ. Xenophontis Cyri paediae libri quatuor posteriores. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1539.
139, [1] pp. Printed entirely in Greek, except for three lines of title and imprint;
woodcut printer's device [Renouard 1119] on title and last leaf; woodcut
historiated Greek initials.
BOUND WITH:
HERMOGENES. [Greek]. Ἑρμογένους τέχνη ῥητορικὴ τελειοτάτη. Hermogenis
Ars Rhetorica absolutissima. Paris: Chr. Wechel, 1538. 32 pages. Printed entirely in
Greek, except for two lines of title and imprint; woodcut printer's device
[Renouard 1119] on title; woodcut historiated Greek initial at beginning of text.

The three works bound together in handsome modern calf, five raised
bands on spine, original red edges; some light, inoffensive foxing. At foot of
first title page is an ownership inscription in a contemporary hand; the name has
been cancelled in ink, but the Christian name ('Joannes') can be made out, as well
as 'Carpentoractensis' (i.e. of Carpentras).

The second separate printing of the Greek text of Xenophon's Cyropaedia
("Education of Cyrus"), a biography of Cyrus the Great, merging fact with fiction,
so that this work is commonly regarded as the earliest historical novel.
Xenophon's straightforward style and didactic approach made the Cyropaedia a
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popular text in Renaissance and seventeenth-century classrooms. The work was
separately printed for the first time at Louvain, in 1527 (Hoffmann III, 581).
The Cyropaedia was a strong influence on Machiavelli's The Prince, which itself
was an important influence in the rejection of medieval political thinking, and
the development of modern politics.
Part I consists of the first four books, and part II of the last four. Both parts were
produced with generous margins for entering the student's notes. A
contemporary hand has entered marginalia on seven pages of Book I.
Bound with the two parts of Xenophon's Cyropaedia is the Progymnasmata of
Hermogenes of Tarsus, the second-century rhetorician. The Progymnasmata, the
first of five works in which Hermogenes presented a complete course in school
rhetoric, was for three centuries the standard elementary introduction to the
study of the subject, until it was replaced by the abridgment made by
Aphthonius.
§ XENOPHON: Brunet V, 1492 ("édition peu commune"); Moreau V, 1117 and 1535;
Hoffmann III, 583; HERMOGENES: Moreau V, 921; not in Hoffmann.
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